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Tranſlators PREFAc E. 


HE Tranſlation of the EMME No- 


F. * | 
dl 
* 


LOGIA has been ſo well receiv'd 
gl by the Publick, that I am encou- 

rag d to publiſh this other Volume, 
which contains the remaining Pra- 


Qical Treatiſes in Latin by the ſame Author. 


The following Pieces in the Original have 
received ſuch deſerved Applauſe from the learned 
World, that no one can be à Stranger to their 
Merit or Reputation, tho he may not be able 
fo read them with ſo high a reliſh as he could 

43 wiſh, 


4 


The Tranſlator's Preface. 


wiſh, For the Uſe therefore and Entertain- 
ment of ſuch Readers, I have endeavoured, 
as much as poſſible, to renjles our Author into 
plain and perſpicuous Engliſh ; being, at the 
ſame time, far from pretending to have reach 
the ſingular Beauties of the Latin. Dr. Freind, 
it muft be confeſs d, has, both by bis W ritings 
and his Practice, dong eminent Service to his 
Country, and Honour to bis Profeſſion ;, and, 
with very great Fuſtice, may we aſcribe to him 
what Celſus affirmed of Hippocrates, that He 
was Vir & arte & facundia inſignis. 


E is remarkable, and very much to be lamen- 
ted, that ſome of the left Writers in our Fa- 
culty bave had the ill fortune to be abuſed by 
a miſerable Tranſlation, I am not ſo arrogant 


as to think that mine cannot receive any Alte- 


ration or Amendment, tho I flatter myſelf I 
have already been ſo far ſerviceable to the 
Publick as to have prevented a worſe of the 
EMMENOLOGIA. Happy could I ſucceed 
as well now / 15 


In the former Part of this Plume are con- 
tai ned ſeveral Commentaries upon | Fevers, ac- 


comodated 


Ws Aw a as a. 2 


The Tranſlator's Preface!' 


romodated to the firſt and third Book of Hip-. 

bpocrates's Epidemicks*: : n theſe the Reader 
to wil be ſure to find more light into the Dodrine 
he 1 of Fevers, and their Methods of Cure, than 
be can po bly receive from turning over whole 
d | Volumes of a much W Bulk, 


= The Second Treatiſe is an Fpiſtolary Diſſer- 
4 tation addreſſed to Dr. Mead, being a Vin- 
m dliication of the Seventh Commentary, where- 
E #n our Author had endeauoured to ſbem the 

advantage that may ariſe from Purging in the 
ſecond Fever in the | confluent Small-Pox. 
This Method of Cure was indeed objected to as 
novel and unuſual, as well as Irrational » Which 
Imputation the Doctor has endeavoured to re- 
move, .by ſhewing it to be not only bighly con- 
ſonant to Reaſon, but to the Practice and 
Opinion of the moſt celebrated Writers of 
Antiquity, and has alſo given us the Hiſtory 
of ſome Caſes from his own Knowledge, and 
= others, communicated to Him by ſome of His 
Y learned Friends, wherein this Method bad 
been perſued, in order to ilſuſirate and eſta- 
i this DoGrine. - 


* ; 
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The Tra nſlato 7s Preface; 


_ Here too the Reader will find a very learned 
and exa Hiſtory of the Small-Pox, as it lies 
mn the Arabian Writers, who firſt obſerved and 

deſcribed this new and ſurpriſing Diſtemper; 
tt having been entirely unknown to the Greeks, 
This Enquiry, as it muff neceſſarily afford very 
ample Entertainment to every Perſon of the 
leaſt Curioſity, ſo likewiſe is it 4 Matter of the 
Saen eeuc. | | 


The third and loft Piece as = an Eyiſli 
addreſſed to the ſame excellent PraGicioner, 
wherein the Doctor has deſcribed ſome particu- 
lar Species of the Small-Pox ; and ſolicited 
His Learned Friend to oblige the World with 
thoſe curious and accurate Obſervations ton 
this deſtruitive Evil, which He bas been fur- 


niſbed with, either from a perfeit knowledge of 


the ancient Writers, or a bappy and extenſive 
P racbice. 457 


It may ze here obſerved, to the Honour of 


Dr. Freind, that, unhappily falling under the 
Diſpleaſu ure of the Government, He wrote this 
Epiſtle in the Tower, at once for the Service 


of 
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The Tranſlator's Preface; 


of Mankind, and the amuſement of bis ſolitary 
Moments; being unwilling to loſe any oppor- 
tunity of employing bis Time to the beſt Purpoſe, 


To conclude; as this Undertaking, however 
difficuls, bath afforded me a very agreeable 
Entertainment and Diverſion in my leiſure 
Hours, ſo I promiſe myſelf the Acknowledg- 
ments of my Engliſh Readers, for furniſbing 
them with the means of ſharing the ſame Plea- 
ſure, and the ſame Advantage. 
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CounENTANT I: | 

Of the manner of writing which Hippo; 
crates obſerved in his Books of Epide- 
mick Diſeaſes. 


P POCRAT Es, as he wrote 
every thing well, ſo has he left 
us nothing more entertaining 
or better adapted to Practice 
than theſe Books of epidemick 
Diſorders. For in theſe Wri- 
tings only he delivers the particular Hiſtories 
of Diſeaſes; which he paints, indeed, in ſo ex- 
quiſite a manner, that his Readers ſeem to be 
both preſent with the Sick, and to obſerve them- 
ſelves what Nature indicates in each of them. 
A general deſcription of Diſeaſes, however 
full and accurate it may be, is ſo much the leſs 
ſerviceable in forming Conjectures of the me- 
thod of Cure, becauſe there is neither an uni- 
verſal congeries of Symptoms found in any one 
Sickneſs, nor the ſame conjunction in dif- 
| . 


2 COMMENTARIES 


ferent: beſides the difficulty of judging in this 
caſe is encreaſed, in as much as thoſe very Sym- 
ptoms which are not in the leaſt dangerous in 
one Perſon, are very often in another the fore- 
runners of death. Hence it is, that thoſe Pre- 
cepts which are delivered in the general, con- 
cerning theſe Diſtempers, ſometimes either di- 
rect the Phyſician not at all, or elſe lead him into 
an error. But in the Caſes of the Diſeaſed, which 
are particularly related, it happens otherwiſe: 
for from hence we learn not only the various 
nature of the Diſeaſe itſelf, but alſo the force 
and ſeaſons of every Symptom, as well as what 
method of Cure may be made uſe of through 
the whole courſe of the Diſtemper. 

This is abundantly proved by Hippocrates 
in theſe Commentaries; who, as he muſt be al- 
lowed to be the moſt antient, ſo alſo the moſt 
accurate in this kind of writing. For he was 
a Perſon, according to Celſus's * Judgment, re- 
markable not only for his Skill, but his Elo- 
2 Galen indeed having ſuppoſed that 
Hippocrates drew up this account of popular 
Diſeaſes as a memorial, confeſſes at the ſame 
time that they were compoſed with a deſign to 
be publiſhed. And without doubt they were 
highly worthy the regard of the Publick. 
There are ſome things perhaps, as Galen ob- 
ſerves ©, which Hippocrates has not touched 
upon, as being ſomething foreign to his pur- 
poſe : but whoever ſhall peruſe this Work with 
any degree of Judgment, will find nothi 

| omitte 
a Profat, » Gal. in 6. Epids Ii. 
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on FEVERS $ 
binitted whereby the ſigns of Diſeaſes may 
be diſtinguiſhed, or the method of Cure may 
be deduced. He wrote indeed like a Maſter, 
in a ſhort and concife Stile, but polite and 
known'to every intelligent Perſon; 

Upon this account, therefore, the fir/t and 
third Books of Epidemicks, which are eſteemed 
the only genuine ones of the ſeven, can never 
be enough admired. I was willing to join 
theſe together, not only becauſe they are writ 
with the ſame elegance and clearneſs of Stile 
but becauſe they treat of the ſame Subject, and 
form one complete Work. For whoever will 
throughly examine the twelve Caſes delivered 
in the beginning of the third Book, will eaſily 
perceive that theſe Perſons laboured under the 

me Diſeaſe, as thoſe, who are mentioned in 
the fr/?, and ought therefore to be referred to 
that conſtitution of the Air, which 1s there de- 
ſcribed. So that theſe Books, according to the 
advice of Galen, ought to be connected, upon 
account of the Agreement of the Subject. 

There is alſo another Reaſon, which ſhould 
greatly recommend theſe Books to the Studi- 
ous in Phyſick, which is their being wholly 
employed in treating of Fevers. For this kind 
of Diſorder, as it is more common than tlie 
reſt, ſo upon account of the malignancy, its 
Symptoms ſtands in greater need of the Skill 
of the Phyſician. Some Diſeaſes rage either 
in ſome particular Place or Age: Fevers are 
almoſt the only ones which are common to all 
Nations and to all Ages. So that Hippocrates 

' Ba with 


4 COoMMENTARIES 
with great reaſon gave this Diſcourſe of Fecers 
the name of Fpidemicks, This is alſo wotthy 
to be obſerved; that when the conſtitution; of 
the Year was very different, as is remarked in 
the fir? and third Books, the ſpecies of Fevers 
was almoſt the ſame, and ſuggeſted the fame 
method of Cure. | Nn 
Fevers no ways unlike theſe which Hippecra- 
tes deſcribes, have ariſen in every: Seaſon, and 
will, I believe, ariſe: which is evinced from 
the Writings of all Authors, eſpecially thoſe of 
1 This Perſon:defervedly follow ing 
Hippocrates's method, has diligently and ac- 
curately deſcribed the Fevers which prevailed 
in every Seaſon of the Lear, of which Work, 
however, give me leave to ſay, that, though 
Thafos. differs extremely from England, both 
as to the Climate, and the Conſtirution of the 
Air, there is not the leaſt difference in the Fe- 
vers deſcribed both by him and Hippocrates. 
I believe alſo I may truly affirm, that thoſe 
very Fevers, which Sydenbam-explains as di- 
ſtinct Species, according to the various tempe- 
rature of the Seaſons, do not differ much from 
one another. For, if perhaps you [ſhould 
except the Petechiala, they differ rather in 
degree than in kind, There hardly ever ap- 
peared a Fever in any Seaſon, where the Signs 
ſo conſtantly anſwered one another, chat thoſe 
which you found collected in one Perſon, ſnquld 
unite after the ſame manner in another: how- 
ever upon this account you would not:deny 
. 1 £25 - Metr 
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their labouring under the ſame Diſtemper. 
And that this is true, his method of treating theſe 


Diſeaſes may be al ledged as a proof: for Lob - 


ſerve, that almoſt the ſame method of Cure is 
accommodated to all the eight ſpecies of Fevers, 
which are diſtinguiſhed by this Gentleman. So 
far was he from proceeding upon different me- 
thods of Cure. He tells us indeed, That the 
continual Fevers were ſo widely different, that 
the ſame method which relieved the Patients at 
the beginning of the Tear, towards the end of 
it might: poſſibly carry them. off * but if we 
ſhould conſider the method, which this Writer 
purſued in the curing theſe Fevers of a kind, 
(as he imagined ſo very diſſimülar,) and in 


which he greatly excelled, we ſhall find no ap- 


pearance at all of this matter. So ſuperfluous 
for the moſt part is every over nice diſtinction, 
and of ſo little ſervice to the Students in Phy- 
ſick eſpecially, that it rather leads them into 


an error; inaſmuch as they falſly imagine, when 


they find any certain peculiar ſign affixed to 
any Diſtemper, that the method of Cure muſt 


in like manner be particular. 


I would be underſtood to have ſaid this, 
leſt any one ſhould imagine, that what Hip- 
pocrates has wrote ſo excellently upon Fevers, 
does not in the leaſt relate to us, as being con- 
fined to another Climate and another Species 
of Men. | 

As he has ſhawn, eſpecially in theſe Wri- 
tivgs, how great a Maſter of Medicine he is: 

DUR cen: £7; 0! B53 | [ ſhall 
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L ſhall not, I hope, ſeem to have misſpent my 
Time in explaining the ſame, if I can ſhew in 
a few Words what general Effects theſe Ex- 
amples of Hippocrates have in the treatment of 
all acute Fevers, and how very cafily they may 
be adapted to our own Uſe. For I do not pro- 
feſs myſelf a Tranſlator of Hippocrates, let 
them enjoy the Praiſe who have undergone ſo 
difficult a Work : Indeed many ingenious and 
learned Men have not contented themſelves 
with explaining faithfully the Words and Sen- 
tences, but have alſo diligently compared them 
with the other places of Hippocrates: Amon 
whom Foz/nu deſervedly challenges the firſt 
ſhare of regard. Galen has indeed wrote an 
entire Commentary upon theſe Books of Epi- 
demic ks; in which however his only aim ſeems 
to have been to deliver the Doctrine of thoſe 
Days, which the Greets call Critical, and to 
confirm it chiefly by this Authority. Even in 
thoſe Books, which he drew up about difficult 
Breathing, he related and illuſtrated all the 
Hiſtories. of the Sick from the firſt and third 
Book of Hippocrates ;, yet in ſuch a manner as 
to meddle only with thoſe things which had 
any relation to the Breath. | 
| i propoſe to myſelf a far different End, and 
zerſue quite another Path: Having that only 
in my fight, which I find to be wholly paſſed 
over by others, to ſhew that thoſe Indications- 
of Cure may be derived from this Fountain 
which are ſo much wanted in acute Fevers. 
Hippocrates has handed down to us rwo and 


forty 


on FEVERS. 7 
forty Caſes of Perſons labouring under an acute 
Fever: Of theſe five and twenty died; of thoſe 
which eſcaped, no one recover'd his Health 
without ſome intervening Evacuation. Hence 


it clearly appears, what Nature attempts in re- 
moving theſe Diſorders, and which way Art 


ſhould proceed, which ought to be directed ac- 


cording to the rule of Nature, 
That I may therefore diſpatch this Affair in 


as few Words as poſſible, give me leave to run 


over all the Fuacuations, by which theſe Fe- 


vers were carried off: And then ſubjoin what 


have been found by Practice and Obſervation 
concerning the principal kinds of Evacuation, 
as far as they chiefly regard the Art of Heal- 
ing. The kinds of Evacuation which Hippo- 


crates mentions in theſe ſick Perſons are ſeven. 


For they are occaſioned, 

1. By an Eruption of Blood; as in Book 1. 
Caſe 7. B. 3. Sed. 2. Caſes7, 11, 12. 

2. By Sweat, as B. 1. Caſes 3, 6, 7, 13, 14. 
B. 3. Caſe 3. Sect. 2. Caſes 6, 7, 8, 10, 12. 

3. By Vomiting. B. 1. Caſe 13. 

3. By an Abſceſs. B. 3. Caſe 1. 

5. By Spitting. B. 3. Caſe 1. Sect. 2. Caſe g. 

6. By Urine. B. I, Caſe 6. B. 3 Caſes I, 

5. Se. 2. Caſes 6, 9, 10. 
7. By a Looſeneſs. B, I. Caſe. 10. B. 3. 
Caſe 3. Sed. 2. Caſe 9. 

It is worth while to obſerve what Hippo- 
crates a often remarks, and what that excel - 
lent Author Lommius b, tho writing on ano- 

25 B 4 ther 
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ther Subject, draws from him, That the ſolu- 


Zion of a 57% by ſeveral Evacuations, is not 
alwa 70 perfeGed by one on; , as if it ſhould be- 


in in 4 burning Fever by a Bleeding at the 
95 rils, it is a 75 5 
phe! by. a & Sweat, as 7 J. Caſe 7. 
Sect. 2. Cales 3. 7, 11, 12 

Bat before I begin upon our Subject pro- 

ſed, it may. not be amiſs to prefacè à few 
Things concerning the manner of Cure, which 
Hippocrates followed in theſe Fevers. He 
very rarely indeed inakes mention of any Re- 
medies: In B. 1: Caſe 1. B. 3. Caſe. 7. Sec. 
Caſe 3. we read. that” a Chſter was preſcribed: 
In B. 1. Cifes* I, G. 5: B. 3, Caſes 3, 7. a Sup- 
Pofithy peg "Ti; 7, i Cle 7. the Waſbing of the 
| Seck. 2. Caſe 8. we find that 
ase — 5 applied, and that a Vein was 

opened. In the others what kind of Medicine 

was made uſe of, Hippocrates is altogether ſi- 
lent : Unleſs, perhaps, we uridefſtand with 
Mercurialis thoſe Stools in B. 1. Caſes 2, 12. 
which came down by irritation to be occaſion- 
ed not by the natural Acrimony of the Hu- 
mors, but by the help of ſome Medicine. What 
relates indeed to thoſe two Patients, who were 
throw into a Fever by a Surfeit, and who 
had ſome ſmall diſcharge almoſt daily by logſe 
Stools, there ſeems to have been room for ſome 
Ph ſick, which mi ght move the Belly. 

Being induced by 155 filetibe' of Hip pocrates, 
ſome Perſons Sue that he made le of no 
| ther means of Cure than what a are mentioned 


in 


finiſhed and con- 
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in each Caſe, and that he therefore wrote the 
Commentaries of the Epidemicks,that he might 


leaye them as a Sample of his Method of treat- 


ing Fevers. But this Opinion 4s: refuted by 
Hippocrates himſelt, who expreſly tells us, 
even where he ſays nothing of the kind, that 
Medicines were applied, as when he writes 
B. 3. Caſe 9. Sect. 2. Caſe 5. as in a deſperate 
Caſe, that nothing was &.any ſervices. There- 
fore if we would know what Method of Cure 
he undertook in every kind of Diſtemper, we 


muſt learn it from his other Writing. 


But that we may be fully-ſatisfied upon this 
Subject, let us produce the Opinion of Galen, 


who was extremely well verſed in the Medi- 


cine of Hippocrates. „ I war e 

e Hut becauſe not only in Pythion, but alſo 
e in many other Patients, who ſeemed, by what 
* we can conjecture from his Writings, to re- 


* quire Fleeding, ꝛcc do not find that he pre- 


* ſcribed it, we muſt neceſſarily conclude, either 
that theſe Perſons were not blooded, or that 


* be omitted mentioning this means of | Relief. 
* But that neither of thoſe Perſons, Toho re- 
* quired it, were blooded, is improbable, fince 
* be was a favourer of that Remedy; as he bas” 
* told us in his moſt genuine Books, in the A. 
* phoriſms, in bis. Book of Diet in acute Diſ- 
d eaſes, in his Book of the Foints, and in this 
very third Book, of popular Diſeaſes, where 
he writes in this manner of one of the Diſ- 
* eaſed: On the eighth Day I opened a Vein 
F | 4 1 
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in the Arm, and took away a large quantity 
* of Blood, as it was neceſſary. For ſince he 
s bled him on the eighth Day, we ſhould much 
* xather ſuppoſe that he made uſe of this Re- 
e medy on the former Days. But that be has 
< not mentioned it in all the Caſes, where he 
* preſcribed it, is improbable, ſince he relates 
* leſſer things than that, even the putting up 
% Suppoſitory. Therefore, if at any time the 


© relation is abſurd on either ſide, the leſſer 


* abſurdity is to be choſen. I imagine indeed 
that a Remedy was preſcribed in many Caſes, 
 tobich was 4055 in the relation as clear. 
« Which I am led to believe chiefly from what 
« bas been ſaid in thoſe Caſes, where the Per- 
« ſons Tere blooded on the eighth Day. For 
e be wrote this as a rare thing; and paſſed by 
* Bleeding before the eighth Day as cuſtomary. 
Hut if in his authentick Writings, dutin 

* any violent Diſeaſe, he always orders BlooZ 
* letting, at the ſame time regarding always 
** zheſe two things, the Age as well as the 
Strength of the Patient: And in theſe very 
* Books of vulgar Diſeaſes, he ſays, He let one 
** Blood on the eighth Day; we can imagine 
not hing elſe, than that this Remedy was not 


omitted in the Patients, but paſſed over in 


the relation as a thing clear. Wherefore ſince 
© rhe relation regards all the fick Perſons, let 
"© it be ſufficient once to habe mentioned Bleed- 
ing, as alſo every thing elſe which is common. 
* And he tells us plainer 1nanother place, * bar 

e ige 
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« Hippocrates mentions the Bleeding this Per- 

« hy in the Caſes deſcribed in the firſt and 

« third Book, not as if he was the only one who 

« was blooded; but as on the eighth Day only. 

For then the Phyſicians, as it were by a cer- 

« tain Law, opened not a Vein after the fourth 
Day. Since then this Perſon was blooded on 
« the eighth Day, we may certainly conclude' 

that many others, who required Bleeding, were 
« (9 ordered the ſecond, third, and fourth Days. 

gut Hippocrates paſſed this over in ſilence as 
© be did all other Remedies; however be was 
* ometimes under a neceſſity of telling us that 
© bis Patients received no advantage from any 
* thing that was given them, that he might 
* ſuggeſt the Malignancy of the Diſtemper: For 
he did not intend to give us any Method of 
cure, but ſome light into the Dofrine of” 
* Prognoſticks.” 4 

Thus far Galen. To which I will add one 
thing, that I can never be perſuaded to believe, 

that Hippocrates neglected opening a Vein in 
that Woman, v. g. B. 3. Cafe 7. which la- 
boured under a Quincy for five Days, who- 
tells us, that in this Diſorder the a Patient will 
e ſuddenly ſuffocated, unleſs immedinte Relief 
be brought, and the Veins in the Arms and un- 
der the Tongue be opened. Is it not very pro- 
bable that he did it in violent Fevers and phre- 
nitick Diſorders, with both of which this Dif- 
courſe is almoſt wholly taken up, when he 
fas told us à thouſand times, thar whenever 
+04 any 
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any Inflammation appears, there can be 10 
hopes of Cure, without loſs of Blood? In the 
pleuritick* Perſon likewiſe, who was not freed 
from his Fever before the thirty fifth Day, 
did he do-nothing but open a Vein once? 
in the Lying-in > Woman, whom we read to 
be indiſpoſed with a flight Fever for fourſcore 
Days, did he order nothing but a Srppoſerory? 
Or laſtly, in that Perſon, who was afflicted 
with a nb Fever ©, and laboured under it 
to the hundred and twentieth Day, did the 
Father of Phyſick preſcribe nothing, who in 
his other Writings has treated of ſo great a va- 
riety of Medicines? Let us rather ſuppoſe, 
that Hippocrates, who was fo throughly ac- 
quaintęd with the power of Medicine, never 
omittF it, when there was any probability 
of ſucceſs from it; that he followed Nature 
as his Guide, but I followed her in ſuch a 
manner, as to call ws Aſl{tance of Art ac- 
cording to the neceſſity df Caſe. For what 
need is there of a Phyſician, if, every thing 
ought to be left to Nature? Or for What rea- 
ſon ſhould this Art be called the Guardian of 
human Health; if Diſeaſes were always cured 
of themſelves? Fevers indeed are what cannot, 
by any means, be ended of themſelves, and 


what ſtand in the utmoſt need of the Phyſi 


cian's Advice: Even in thoſe, which are wont 
ſometimes to vaniſh through length of Time, 
the treatment of Art has this Effect, that they 
become ſhorter, and are carried off in à more 


2 Lib. 3. SeB, 2, er. 8. b 1; J. - 23. To . 
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aſy manner. I ſhall therefore diſcourſe briefly. 
n the moſt remarkable means of Relief 
in theſe kind of Diſorders, which are either 
winted- out by Nature, or, invented by Art; 
or it is not my deſign to write a whole Vo- 
lume of Phyſick, but to touch only upon thoſe 
things which J find wholly omitted, or not 
ſufficiently explained by others. 81 


F222 DATOG AIG IR w 
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Of Bleeding, eſpecially of opening the 
| ' jugular Veins. | 


ET our firſt Diſcourſe therefore he on 
the taking away of Blood. Hippocrates 
informs us that four of the diſeaſed were healed” 
by a ſpontaneous eruption of Blood: Whoſe 
Cafes are indeed ſo drawn up, that if the like 
kind of Diſeaſe ſhould at any time happen, we 
may thence receive the cleareſt Indications. 
a of for bleeding. In the firſt we have theſe 
ured things remarked; * 2 violent Fever, Heavineſs 
mot, 4nd Pain of the Loins, a Delirium. In the 
and ſecond, b 2 burning Fever, Reſileſsneſs, Red- 
wi. neſs, Deafneſs, Watchings and Delirium. In 
vont the third, 4 Fever, Reftleſsneſs, Watchings, 
ime, MW Corvulſtons, Pain, Coma, and Delirium. In 
hey dhe fourth,“ 4 burning and acute Fever, Watch- 
nore 0 inge, 
Te d 3: 2, Agr. 7. © 3+ J. 2. Aer. 11. 
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ings, Heavineſs and Pain of the Head, Red. 
neſs of Face, Delirium. 

When theſe Signs thus make their appear 
ance, there is no one, who is moderately verſe{ 
in Phyſick, but ſees that Blood muſt immedi. 
ately be taken away, if ſo be the Strength of 
the Patient permits it. For the only thing 
to be regarded, if any Blood 1s to be taken 
away in theſe Diſorders, is what degree of 
Strength there is: Of which, tho' there be 
various Marks, yet, whether it is ſufficient, is 
moſt certainly known from the Pulſe. 80 
true is the remark of Celſus a, that the force 
of the Heart is better known by the Veins, 
than by any outward appearance. 

The Signs taken from the Pulſes are wholly 
omitted by Hippocrates, altho' he is the firſt 
who has given us the Name of the Pulſe in 
Writing, either becauſe he was unacquainted 
with them, or becauſe he judged them to be 
of no great Uſe: Which Science, Galen b in- 
forms us, and almoſt that only, he himſelf 
at laſt added to the Medicine of e 
And undoubtedly in the letting of Blood 6, 
great weight is to be laid on this Diſtinction 
of the Pulſes. Therefore, in this ſort of Fe- 
vers, whoever perceives a ſtrong and full Pulſe, 
may open a Vein without any manner of delay. 
I confeſs there is very often need of a nice 
Judgment, when to bleed in acute Fevers, and 
when not; for in this Caſe much Caution is 
required; this ſeems to be a conſtant Indica- 

| £100 
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tion for Bleeding, if to the other Signs, which 
have been now deſcribed, a ſtrong Pulſe ſhould 
be added. And in acute Caſes indeed it is 
much better to bleed about the beginning, 
while the Strength is yet entire; for other wiſe, 
when the Diſeaſe is in the decline it often ſig- 
nifies nothing, or becoming inveterate it haſtens 

on Death. | 
As for the more general Precepts relating to 
bleeding let them be learnt from others: it 
will be enough for me to point at the Fountain. 
I ſhould chuſe to inquire whether the Caſes of 
Hippocrates ſuggeſt any peculiar manner of let- 
ting Blood. It is certain that the Head and Brain 
of four of theſe Patients were ſo affected that 
they all fell into a Delirium; and by the Blood's 
being at laſt diſcharged by the Yeins of the No- 
ſtrils, they were cured of their Diſorder. And 
indeed an Eruption of Blood from this Part, 
as it is the moſt natural, ſo is it alſo ſometimes 
the moſt immediate means of preſerving life. 
Since therefore it is the duty of Art to follow 
the guidance of Nature, it 1s certainly allow- 
able in ſuch ſtreights to open the ſame Veins or 
at leaſt thoſe which are derived from the {ame 
Channel. But which of them lie ſo much ex- 
poſed to the Launcet, as the Jugulars them- 
ſelves, from whence all the others which are 
ſcattered thro' the Head ariſe? therefore I can- 
not but take notice, that hardly one of thoſe 
Perſons, whom Hippocrates ſays were ſeized 
with theſe Fevers, were free from a De- 
lirium in which diſorder of the Brain, as of- 
ten 


* 
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ten as it ſhould be joined to a Fever, becauſe [ 
imagine ſome ſingular relief might be had from 

opening the Fugulars, give me leave to diſcourſe 
ſomething largely upon the manner of opening 
them, and borrow a few things from Anato- 
my, whereby what I have to ſay may be ſet 
in a clear light. . 

The Jugulur Vein is either External or In- 
rernals of which this is much the larger, as 
Fallopius a has moſt accurately deſcribed it 
after Nicolaus Maſſa b, though the quite con- 
trary is obſerved in Brutes, from which the fi- 
gures of theſe Veins are deſcribed in Veſalius c. 
The extreme Branches of the External take 
their riſe from the Mouth, Fauces, Face, Tu- 
nics of the Eyes, and laſtly, from the whole 
Skin and Muſcles of the Head. The Internal 
which lies much deeper, although it may ſome- 
times, according to Fallopins, beſtow ſome 
Branches upon the Parts juſt mentioned, riſes 
directly to the bottom of the Cranium, and is 
immerged into the lateral Sinus's of the dura 
mater. So that the extreme Branches of the 
external Jugular are inſerted into the Branches 
of the external carotid Artery : in like manner 
the internal Jugwlar and internal Carotid, are 
conjoined and flow together by the intervention 
of the Veſſels of the dura mater. By which 
contrivance in the Fabrick the Blood flows up 
and down thro' the Brain and Head. We ſhall 
ealily underſtand this Structure and diſtribu- 
tion of the Veins, if we would give ourſelves 
A the 
 ® Obſervgt, Anatom. v Intord, Angf, 2. Lib. 3. 7. 
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the trouble of examining a little narrowly imm 


to it, and laſtly, upon this Foundation, let the 


opening of the Fugulars, in Diſeaſes of the Head 
and Brain, be ſupported. 

The Cuſtom of letting Blood out of this 
place is pretty antient, however it obtained but 
among a few: of which if we ſhould give a 
ſhort account, it will hoth give us ſome light 
into this Argument, and perhaps prove entet- 
taining to the Reader. There are ſome, 
who tell us that Gnlen opened the Jugu- 
lars; though, if I am not miſtaken, he does 
not ſeem to order the opening of them, but to 
preſcribe a Method of Cure, if by any chance 


they ſhould be cut. In an Anatomy of living 


Animals b, the Fugulars are ordered to be open- 
ed, in the beginning Ha Lepra and Quincy, 
and flreightneſs of Freath, in a ſevere Aſthma, 
in an boarſeneſs of Voice, in an abſceſs of the 


Lunge, in a difficulty of breathing, and in diſ- 


eaſes of the Spleen and Sides, But with great 


injuſtice is that Book aſcribed to Galen, Which 


is indeed very ridiculous, and drawn up as 
it ſeems by ſome Arabian. Much the ſame 
things are mentioned in the Introduction of So- 
ranus the Epheſian: but, ſince this likewiſe is 
plainly a fictitious Piece, and ſince Celius Au- 


relianus, who profeſſes himſelf in almoſt every 


thing to have followed Soranus, is altogether 
ſilent upon this Head, we can gather nothi 
from hence, to prove tlie antiquity of this kind 


of Medicine. It will be therefore ſufficient to 


C deduce 
* Method. Med: 3 1. Art. & Ven diſſe. 6 
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deduce the original of opening theſe Veins from 
the time of Alexander Trailianus, who tells us, 
that he himſelf opened the Jugulars a, and that 
it was of very great Service. Aduarius b menti- 
ons this Method of Cure as a thing familiar with 
ſome in his time, and which he therefore recom- 
mends in a Catoche and Phrenſy. The Arabian: 
preſcribe it in all Diſeaſes of the Head, and not 
in them only, but in a Leproſy and acute diſ- 
orders of the Thorax. whence poſſibly this Cu- 

{tom might paſs to the Ag yptains, which Al- 
pinus © affirms to have flouriſhed amongſt them 
at that very time, when he was at Alexandria. 
After the tunes of the Arabians we find hardly 
any mention of this kind of bleeding, except 
inhertrucius d and Arnoldus Villanovanus e, (who 
tranſcribe it verbatim from them, as the Ara- 
bians generally did from the Greeks -) till about 
the Year 1500. when Jacobus Carpenſis revi- 
ved the ſtudy of Anatomy which was then al- 
moſt extinct, and deſcribed at large the manner 
of opening the Fugulars fo In which Age in- 
deed this kind of Cure 1s highly extolled by 
many, though 1t was far.from coming into a 
Cuſtom. For Botaltus, who wrote about the 
Tear 1570, expreſly tells us that he never ſaw 
it preſcribed by any Phyſician, or attempted 
by any Surgeon; and that therefore it had ne- 
ver been in practice, or elſe was grown quite 
out of uſe: and: though he himſelf firſt intro- 
duced the practice of bleeding into France, and 


opened 


2 Lib. 4. » Lib. 3. c. 1. o Medic. Agypt. 4 Cap. 4+ 
de Phrenit, Reg. San, cap. 37, # agig. Anat. 
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opened any Vein in almoſt every Diſtemper 
whatever, confeſles that he never dared try it 
in the Jugulars a, fearing leſt upon account of its 
largeneſs, and its nearneſs to the great Trunk, 
the Blood ſbould not be either ſoon enough, or 
ſafely enough ſtopped. Likewiſe Riolanus the 
Father, who lived not long after Botalluss time, 
ſpeaking of the Apoplexy, breaks out into theſe 
Words, ſome Perſons have ventured to open the 
Fugulars as the laſt remedy. In like manner 
Fabricius Hildanus, who ſays, that he has of- 
ten made uſe of this Remedy in Opthalmies, 
Hemicrania's, and Inflammations of the Brain 
with the greateſt ſucceſs: in the Epiſtle which 
he wrote to Doringius ® in 1614. writes how- 
ever that he had hitherto known very few Phy- 
ſicians who approved of the opening theſe Veins, 
and acknowledges it to be dangerous, unleſs the 
Surgeon be a Man of Experience - Moreover 
* Guaſtavinus, a Profeſſor at Piſa, in his 

ritings publiſhed the ſame Year, affirms 
that theſe Veins cannot be opened without dan- 
ger. Thus it is manifeſt that moſt Perſons 
were deterred from this kind of relief, either 
becauſe they had obſerved that Wounds of the 
Jugulars were ſometimes fatal, and they had 
unjuſtly perſuaded themſelves that the ſame 
would enſue upon their being cut; or rather 
becauſe, as it often happens, it had not happi- 
ly ſucceeded, being performed by an unſkilful 
Hand, and had fixed a note of Infamy upon 


the Experiment. * this means it frequently 
3 


happens, 
c. per. V. S. ed. 40: b Cent, 4 14.  Combuſt, cape 13s 
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happens, that whatever Remedy ſhall be brand- 
ed with Ignominy, thro' the 1gnorance of one 
Perſon, ſhall be hardly able to recover its Re- 
putation, notwithſtanding it ſhould be univer- 

my approved of by the Learned. 
| ut however this matter — ſtand, there is 
no inſtance in the Hiſtory of Phyſick, where 
any ill conſequence has attended this Operation 
when it was rightly performed: nay, it has 
been very often found from Experience, that 
there is no better way of relieving many Di- 
ſtempers, thoſe eſpecially that affect the Head. 
In a Phrenſy indeed, which follows upon a Fe- 
ver, I have experienced this Remedy to be 
greatly efficacious, when other Remedies did 
not ſo well ſucceed: and not only efficacious, 
but alſo ſo very ſafe, that I much wonder there 
is any thing to be met with in Authors about 


the difficulty, much leſs the danger of perform- 


ing it. For this Vein, as it is opened without 
any trouble ſo when it is cut it is healed with tlie 
molt eaſe of any. I ſhall not therefore, I hope, 
do amiſs, in endeavouring fully to inveſtigate 
what influence the opening of the Jugulars may 
have upon Diſeaſes, whereby the Reaſons and 
Times of opening them may be more certainly 
known. | | | 
The Jugular is therefore opened for the ſake 
of either making a Derivation or Revulſion ;, 
that the Blood flows in a greater Quantity in- 
to the Parts affected, is occaſioned by Deriva- 
rion, and with a leſs, by Revulſon. Which 
words, although they are antient enough, yet 
1 no 


r 
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no one will be able to underſtand them, nor 
conſequently to determine juſtly the laws of 
opening them in either kind, unleſs the Stru- 
cture of the Veſſels and the Motion of the Blood 
be accurately known. Aud that this is very true 
will be eaſily acknowledged, by every one who 
has read over any one Writer before Harvey. 
Whoever doubts this, let him turn over, inſtead 
of many, that one Book writ by Renatus 
Morellus concerning bleeding in a Plenriſfy, 
wherein he has collected the ſeveral Opinions 
of all Authors upon this Doctrine of Derivati- 
on and Revu!ſon. 55 fre 
Therefore in Diſeaſes, which affect thoſe 
Parts, from whence the Branches of the exter- 
nal Jugnlar ariſe, e. g. in a Quincy, Opthal- 
my, and Tumors of the Face; when we cut 
the Trunk of this Vein, it 1s plain we da it ta 
cauſe a Derivation, if we would be ſuppo- 
ſed to mean any thing by this Word, diſtinct 
from Revulſion. For this Paſſage being open- 
ed, and, the reſiſtance remov'd, which the 
Blood pent up in the extreme Veins ſuſtained 
from that, which is contained in the Trunk of 
the Fugrlars ; the Blood flows with greater li- 
berty from the carotid Artery, which we have 
ſaid to be joined with the extremities of this 
Vein, and circulates ſwifter through the Part 
affected: ſo that there is a larger quantity of 
Blood derived into it, at the very time of mak- 
ing the Inciſion, than when the Vein was not 
et opened. Therefore by opening the Jugu- 
ha in ſuch a Caſe as this, the Blood acquires 
«kl C 3 chat 
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that force by its celerity as tobe able to propel 
and carry off any matter remaining in the ſmal- 
leſt Branches, and obſtructing the Arteriole : 


almoſt after the ſame manner, as the opening 


of the Saphæna brings down the Menſes. 
From which we may learn, that the effect of 
Derivation is very ſudden and expeditious; in 
which ſtate it will be neceſſary to obſerve, if at 
any time this Advice ſhould ſucceed well, that 
it will be effectual in a recent obſtruction : o- 
therwiſe, if it be confirmed and inveterate, the 
Blood coming on with a greater Impulſe preſles 
the Veſſels more ſtrongly, and cauſes the Hu- 
mours which adhere ſtifiy to them entirely to 
block up the way. The ſame frequently hap- 
ometimes done inconſiderately, occaſions an 
obſtinate Suppreſſion of the Menſes : after the 
ſame manner as diſcutient Plaſters, which be- 
ing ſeaſonably applied wholly diſperſe the Tu- 
mor, but applied too late excite and raiſe it, 


and at laſt reſolye it into Pus. Upon which 


account it is, that we may obſerve in a Quincy 
for example, bleeding either with a Launcet, 


or Cupping-glaſſes, or Leaches on the Tongue, 


Chin, Fauces and Neck, is ordered by Cælius 
Aurelianus at the very beginning of the Diſtem- 
per, but abſolutely forbid in the continuance 
of it: and the fame Author, who, perſuing 
the footſteps of his own Sect, i. e. the Metho- 
dical, opened a Vein but once in any Diſeaſe 
whatever, forbids it in this after the fourth 
Pay; although he grants it may be done 9 
* * 8 


ens upon opening the Saphæna, which being 
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the third: Day, contrary to the rule preſcribed 
by all thoſe whom he follows in every kind of 
Diſtemper. Au Qvg | 

The later Phyſicians therefore, the better to 
remove theſe kind of Tumors which ariſe with 
an Inflammation, adviſe beginning with revel- 
lente; that the impulſe and heat of the Humours 
being now abated, the obſtruction being b 
theſe means weakned, may, at laſt, with a ſma 
trouble be entirely removed by Medicines cau- 


ſing a Derivation. By the fame reaſon. ought 


the intention of the Phyſician to be governed, 
and directed by the ſame rule, when the Hu- 
mours are to be derived from the Fugular, from 
which, as from a Root, all thoſe {mall Veins 
are propagated. Hence in that remarkable 
Caſe, which Fabricius Hildanus gives us of 2 
violent Inflammation in the right Eye cured 
after this manner; on the firſt Day a Vein is 
faid to be opened in the right Arm, on the 
next a Purge was given, and on the third the 
Jugular was at laſt opened. Upon the fame 
foundation is that Cuſtom ſupported, whereby 
when a Quincy encreaſes, after the uſe of Re- 
vellents we open the the internal Fugular with 
the utmoſt ſucceſs about the corner of the lower 
Jaw: for whatever Riolanus > may have ob- 
jected from a Spirit of Contradiction, we have 
not long ſince demonſtrated before the Surgeons 
of London, in the anatomick Theatre, that a 
ranch of this Vein is carried on to the maxil- 
lar Glands and the Fauces: which meets not 
„„ G only 
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only with the external carotid Artery, but alſo 
with the external Fugular: and therefore when 
it is opened, as we have mentioned in a violent 
Quincy, it has the ſame effect, as if it had been 


really a Branch of the external Fugular. What 


Hippocrates likewiſe ſays of opening the mamma- 
zy * Veins in the ſame Diſorder, is not altogether 
ſo ridiculous as Cælius Aurelianus b imagines, 
For thoſe alſo, as Fallopius efirſt inform'd us de- 
rive their Origin ſometimes from the 7ugulars. 

For this letting of Blaod, from the external 


Fugular, not only removes the ObſtruQtions 


and Inflammations that ariſe without the Cra- 
num, but greatly relieves thoſe alſa which 
ſeize the Brain and its Membranes. And in- 
deed is more ſaſely made uſe of in theſe, as 
being not in the leaſt liable to that Danger, 
which is ſometimes to be feared from Deriva- 
tion. For when the Jugulars are empticd in 
Diſeaſes of the Brain, a Revulſion is made in 
the Part affected: Which I ſhall explain a little 
more diſtinctly, becauſe I hear ſome things ob- 
jected againſt it; as if the Brain could not be 
relieved by this Method of Evacuation, be- 
_ Cauſe the external Fugular carries nothing from 
it, neither has it any communication with the 
internal Carotid, which moiſtens the Brain. 
This indeed is a ſpecious Argument: But [ 
ſhall eaſily prove to any experienced Anato- 
miſt, that however true that Reaſon may be 
which is drawn from the Structure of the 
Veſſels, yet what they gather from SOAP 
ny | Q 
g. 1j. , „ 0%. 


ſo very far from the Truth; that, for that 
very Reaſon, the contrary concluſion ought to 
be made. | | 11 ? 
That this may the more clearly appear, we 
muſt recolle& from what has been ſaid, that 
the carotid Artery is divided into two Branches, 
the external and internal, of which this is 
joined at the extremity with the internal Ju- 
gular, and that, in like manner, with the ex- 
ternal, When therefore the Branches of the 
internal Carotid are ſeized with an Inflamma- 
tion, the Niſus of the Blood, and the elaſtick 
Power of the Veſlels, remain in a ſtate of 
xquilibrium, as if they were tried with equal 
Waghts ; the one being diminiſhed, the other 
encreaſes: But if by opening a Vein we draw 
| off ſome part of that Blood which 1s wont to 
4 be carried into the Veſſels of the Brain, that 
in ferce, with which the Maſs of Blood preſſes 
in the Arteriolæ, will be diminiſhed, and conſe- 
le quently the Heat, and that rarefaction which 
J- jollows it, will decreaſe; ſo that the Coats of 


0 the Veſſels, having as it were recovered their 
2 iberty, are able more ſtrongly to contract 
N hemſelves, and to force out whatever may re- 
e nain in the very narroweſt Paſſes. 


] We gain alſo by this means, that by an E- 
[ acuation being made from the Fugulars Mat 
— Coheſion is weakned, whereby the Humours 
0 tre compacted together; ſo that the Blood 
e leing rendred more fluid, is cafier carried thro? 
8 3 er its uſual —_— In which — 
0 ings indeed princi conſiſts the Virtue 
ill — 5 bah But, 
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But, that what has been ſaid may have the 
greater force in this Argument, let us ſtate 
the Caſe thus. The ſize of the external and in. 
ternal carotid Arteries, if they be compared 
together, are puny near equal; therefore an 
equal quantity of Blood is carried into either 
them from the Trunk: Beſides both the 
Trunks of the Carotid, as well right as left, 
if the matter be brought to a Calculation, will 
receive every Minute of an Hour ſix Ounces and 
an half of Blood, when for the moſt part ſixty 
ſix Ounces flow into the Aorta. But the quan- 
tity of Blood, derived into any Veſſel what- 
ever, is determined after this manner. Name- 
ly ſuch as anſwers to the Momentum of the 
lood, if you exclude all Reſiſtance. From 
whence, if the exterior Fugular, which is u- 
nited to 2 Branch of the external Carotid, 
ſhould be opened, the Reſiſtance which is op- 
poſed to the Blood will be greater in the 1n- 
ternal Carotid, than in the external; and th 
elaſtick force of the Coats would hinder t 
Blood's flowing freely into this Branch, which 
1s therefore propelled into the other, namely, 
the external; ſo that by this means, when th 
Structure of the Blood is diminiſhed at tie 
Mouths of the internal Carotid, the motive 
Faculty of the Fibres exceeds the force of t 
Blood, by which only the Veſſels are diſt 
ed, and carries off the Obſtruction by openirg 
the narrower Paſſages and removing _— 
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The truth of this will more clearly appear, 


if we ſhould reaſon a little more cloſely upon 
this matter. Let the Momentum of the Blood, 
therefore, if compared with the Reſiſtance, be 
as five to one; which indeed, to ſpeak ſpa- 
ringly, will be found the very leaft Propor- 
tion: In this Caſe if the Jugular be _— 
the quantity of Blood, flowing in the interna 
Carotid, will bear the ſame proportion to that 
which is carried to the external, as four to 
five. Wherefore a Paſſage being opened, if, 
in the ſpace of two Minutes, thirteen Ounces 
are derived from the external Carerid into the 
external Jugular, in the ſame fpace the inter- 
nal Carotid will receive ten Ounces and an half. 
In ſo ſmalla ſpace of Time the difference will be 
two Ounces and an half. Hence it is very clear, 
that it is not only the moſt compendious and 
expeditious of all Revul/zons, but alſo the very 
ſtrongeſt of thoſe which are made from the 
Brain. If therefore any other kind of Bleed- 
ing will bring any manner of Relief, this ſeems 
to promiſe more than the reſt. | 

Of very little weight therefore is that Ar- 
gument, with which ſome contend, that ſince 
the internal Carotid is not conjoin'd with the 
external Jugulzy, the Head cannot be in the 
leaſt relieved by this kind of Bleeding: Which 
is quite foreign to the purpoſe; for it they had 
any communication, hardly any Reunſſion at 
all would be made in this Caſe. For tet us 
grant that the internal Jugular. which is uni · 
td with chat Artery, way be opened: By that 
Wo Ran Calculation 
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Calculation, which we juſt now made uſe of 
it plainly appears, that more Blood (namely, 
two Ounces and an half) will flow into the in- 
ternal Carotid, than which forced it ſelf in be- 
fore the Vein was cut: Whence that force, 
with which the Blood compreſſes the Veſſels 
of the Brain, will reach to five Ounces, if the 
internal Fugular is opened inſtead of the ex- 
ternal. 
It ſeems unneceſſary to ſay any thing more 
in order to ſhew what Efficacy there is in this 
kind of Remedy, as often as any thing is to be 
drawn off the Brain. It is ſufficiently proved 
from Reaſon and Experience. For what hap- 
pens in every Dog which is hang d, ſufficient- 
Iy proves to any one, who has any Knowledge 
in Anatomy, what Relief a liberal Diſcharge of 
Blood from the external ugular, muſt afford in 
theſe Diſorders of the Brain: Inaſmuch as the 
cloſing up of this Vein overwhelms the Veſ- 
ſels in the Dog's Brain with Blood, and brings 
on Death after the manner of an Apoplexy. 
So eaſily may the Method of Healing, as it 
was firſt taken from theſe Experiments, be 
alſo carried to a much greater length. I will 
only add, that from hence a very remarkable 
Inſtance may be drawn, how greatly the Heal- 
ing Art might be improved from the Doctrine 
of the Circulation of the Blood, if we 
would apply that Light to Practice, which we 
receive trom. this immortal Invention. For 
among thoſe, who lived or wrote before it, 


there could be na certain and true — 


ly, he would merit nootherCommendation, than 


on FEvVERS. 29 


of this kind of Medicine. For they were en- 
tirely unacquainted with the Reaſon, why, in 
ſome Diſorders of the Head, the opening of 
the Jugulars ſhould make a Derivation of the 
Humours, and in others a Rævulſion: Which 
unleſs it be exactly known, it can hardly be, 
that Blood ſhould be taken away in either of 
them, either ſafely or ſeaſonably. Therefore 
Marcus Gatinaria, who was extremely averſe 
to this Method of Bleeding, and who wrote 
about the Year 1440, and whom Jacobus Syl- 
vius tranſcribed about an hundred Years after, 
forbids it indeed in every Diſtemper, eſpecial- 
ly in an Apoplexy a; being induced chiefly by 
this Reaſon, that it carried a larger quantity 
of Blood into the Brain. And Holler, who 
orders the Fugular to be opened in the ſame 
Diſtemper, fell into that erroneous Opinion, 
as to ſay it was done for the fake of cauſing 
a Derivation, In like manner Horatius Auge- 
nius, who has explained the ſeveral ways of 
Bleeding in a very large Volume, roundly af- 
firms it impoſſible, to make a Revulſon and 
Derivation of the Humours by the ſame Vein. 
Thus widely indeed does the Knowledge of 
Anatomy extend itſelf to the whole compaſs 
of Phyſick; without which it is either nothing 
at all, or Empirical. For the Opinion of the 
Practitioner perpetually fluctuates, unleſs he per- 
fectly underſtands the principles of his Art: and 
if by chance any ſuch one ſhould ſucceed happi- 


that 
« At had. Practic. Apoplex. 
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that he placed his whole Confidence upon 
Fortune. 

Give me leave to illuſtrate what has been 
ſaid about opening the J7ugulars by an Exam. 
ple; which 1 have therefore choſe to ſelect out 
of many, becauſe, the Experiment being a ſe- 
cond time repeated, the Diſeaſe was at laſt 
carried off in a very ſingular manner. There. 
fore, that I may follow Hippocrates's Example, 
I ſhall deſcribe the Form of the Diſeaſe in a 


* 
- 


few Words. B02 

In the Year 1705, in that Expedition which 
was made to Spain, both the Fleet and Britiſp 
Camp were ſeized with a Fever, it was of the 
continual kind, tho it uſually remitted intheDay 
time, and ſeemed to approach nearly to the Stati. 
enary one which Sydenham has deſcribed in the 
Years 1685 and 1686; unleſs in that the Cold 
ſucceeded the Heat by turns, this abated only 
in the Remiſſion of the Heat. It raged chief. 
ly at the beginning of 7uly; whether that very 
hot Seaſon, which had juſt preceded, was the 
Cauſe of it or not I cannot tell. The acceſs 
of the Diſeaſe was ſudden and violent : For be- 
ſides the ordinary Symptoms, as Thirſt, Reſt- 
leſsneſs, Heavineſs of the Eyes and Præcordia, 
Roughneſs of the Tongue, Pain of the Joints, 
Weakneſs of the Body, Coſtiveneſs; the Brain 
alſo gave ſome Tokens of the approaching Evil, 
neither have I known any one labouring under 
this Fever, that was free either from a Pain of 
the Head, or a Vertigo. In very many the 
Stomach was diſorder'd. Some were * 

| | Wit 
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with a Pain in the Loins, as if the Small- Pox 


were coming out. Sometimes the Fever came 
on with a ſlight Shivering. When it was ar- 
rived to its State, it uſually brought on a dif- 
ficulty of Breathing, a ſubſultus Tendinum, 
and Deliria, unleſs ſeaſonably prevented by 
Art. In the Encreaſe of the Diſtemper fre- 
uent Hiccoughs, which ſometimes lafted two 
ys without _ Danger to the Patient. Per- 
ſons of a robuſt Habit were affected more than 
others, and more ſeverely, and carried off 
ſooner: The others were generally taken away 
by a lingring Death. Some, when the Fever 
ſcemed to have been wholly gone off, lay four 
or five Days, without Pain or Sickneſs, tho* 
Weak; afterwards being ſeized ſuddenly with 
Convulſions of the Nerves, they in a ſhort 
time expired. And this indeed generally hap- 
pened, when Veſicatories were neglected. As 
they grew well they were ſometimes troubled 
with a Diarrhæa, which yet hardly ever 
brought on Death, unleſs attended with Grip- 
ings. Others recovered their Strength but very 
ſlowly, particularly thoſe who were Phleg- 
matick; who were alſo longer Afflicted with 
the Diſtemper. In ſome few the Carotids or 
Abſceſſes, formed about the Groin, carried off 
the Diſeaſe 3 which indeed, as far as I could 
obſerve, was the only Remedy which Nature 
adminiſtred in this Diſtemper: But neither was 
this wont to happen, unleſs Evacuations had 
been but ſparingly made Ule of. 


With 
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With this kind of Fever was Mr. Pool ſeized, 
| a Lieutenant on Board the Barfleur, whom 
Mr. Cooper the Surgeon attended as an Apo- 
thecary. I | 
F 111 Day, He complained of a Pain in his 
Limbs, Heat, and Heavineſs in his Head. 
His Pulſe quick and ſtrong; no Stools. There- 
fore twelve Ounces of Blood was ordered to 
taken out of his Arm. * 


2. The Pains ſomething abated, the reſt 
much the ſame. A Nauſea was alſo added. 


Wherefore in the Evening he took a Vomit, 
by which he not only had a Stool, but his 
Head was alſo relieved, and his Heat abated. 
3. The Night reſtleſs. His Stomach was 
better. Towards Night he grew violently 
Hot. His Pulſe quick and unequal. A 
very great redneſs in his Face, and Pain in 
his Head. Intenſe Thirſt. A Veſicatory was 
applied to the Neck. He made uſe of tempe- 
rate Medicines, and abſtain'd wholly from the 
| hotter ſort. 1% 
4. In the Morning his Pulſe much quieter. 
But after Noon every thing grew bad again. 
The Pain in his Head returned, and he was 
alſo ſometunes delirous. His Urine very Pale, 
neither was there any Sediment in it. Large 
Bliſters were applied to each Arm. 
5. In the Night he toſſed about much. In 
the Morning things much the ſame. His Pulſe 
ſtrong, quick, and hard. Therefore ſince the 
Ve/icatories were of no Service, he was blood- 
ed in the Jugular: Whereby his Head was 
F greatly 
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teatly relieved, and his Senſes reſtored. His 
Heat much abated; ' his Drought however 
continuing. Thus he continued about ſixteen 
Hours. 
6. After Midnight he was again Delirous, 
and talked wildly. The Fever was very vi- 
olent, without any remiſſion. A Chy/ter was 
injected, and a Veſicatory applied to the Head 
after it had been ſnaved. | 

7. Every thing the ſame. No intermiſſion 
of his Delirium, beſides a ſubſultius Tendinum 
in the Hands. His Breathing ſomewhat diffi- 
cult. Another Clyſter was applied. 

8. The Heat grew very vehement. Alſo a 
greater ſubſultus Tendinum. His Tongue was 
ſometimes fixed. His Eyes ſparkled. The 
Urine not diſcoloured, yet no Sediment. Ve- 
ſicatories were applied to both Thighs. 
9. He was wholly deprived of his Under- 
ſtanding. He pulled off the Fringe of the Bed, 
and plucked the Flocks, when he had before 
faultered in his Speech, He was fometimes 
ſeized with an Hiccough. 

10. Becauſe every thing ſeemed to run on 
for the worſt, altho' Veſicatories had been ſo 
often applied, and becauſe his Pulſe was ſtill 
pretty ſtrong, twelve Ourices of Blood were a- 
gain taken out of the 7ugular. From which 
time his Delirium almoſt wholly went off on a 
ſudden, and the other Signs were gradually 
changed for the better, ſo that at laſt he pers 
fectly recovered. * | | 


D Theſe 
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Theſe things, which have been ſaid con- 
cerning the Fugular Veins, regard as much the 
opening of the temporal Artery, or rather 
more. For by opening it, becauſe of that 
impulſe with which the Blood is thrown 
forth, if it runs with a full Stream, the moſt 

expeditious Revulſion is made that can be. 
The Arteries were frequently opened by the 
antient Phyſicians; and Alpinus informs us, 
that the Cuſtom had ſo far prevailed among 
the Ag yptians, that they opened theſe as of- 
ten as the Veins. But this manner of Bleed- 
ing, that it may ſucceed happily, is attended 
with ſome difficulty, and even ſometimes with 
danger: Wherefore I am unwilling to dwell 
longer upon this Subject, eſpecially ſince it 
ſeems very unlikely that our Countrymen will 
ever be reconciled to this kind of Practice. 


COMMENTARY III. 
Of Sweats, 
H PPOCRATES mentions ſome who 


were firſt thrown into a Sweat, and then 
delivered from their Fever, whether that 


Sweat really terminated the Diſeaſe, or rather 


aroſe about the End of the Diſtemper, as it 


plainly happened in B. 1, 6, 7. B. 2, Sect. 2, 
7, 11, 12. In which Caſes indeed the Fever 


ſeems 
Medic. Æęypt. p. 60, 
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ſeems to have been carried off rather by the 
eruption of Blood, than the force of the Swear, 
For, as far as I can perceive, Hippocrates al- 
ways mentions the Sweat as a Prognoſtick on- 
ly, and not as a means of Cure. Therefore in 
thoſe Books, which are accounted genuine he 
never mentions any Remedy, which migh 
provoke Sweat: Even in thoſe Books, whic 
are falſely aſcribed to Hippocrates, mention is 
but once made of this Sweat wich is occaſion» 
ed by Medicine. The Author of the ſecond 
Book of Epidemicks * orders it: But by what 
fort of Medicine does he at laſt raiſe a Sweat? 
He prudently covers the Patient with the Bed- 
Cloaths, and then gives him boiled Meal and 
racy Wine. Neither does he adviſe theſe ing 
to be given, but in thoſe Fevers which ariſe 
from a Laſſitude, or ſome ſuch like Cauſe; of 
which ſort are thoſe generally which are called 
Diary. 

85 little in uſe, among the Antients, was 
any internal Medicine to provoke Sweat, that 
even in the Latin Hippocrates there is not one 
Word of it to be found. If therefore in theſe 
Fevers ſweating afforded any kind of Relief, 
it ſeems all to have proceeded from Nature, 
In which perhaps the remaining Matter might 
more eaſily be carried off thro' the Skin, either 
becauſe of the temperature of the Air, or be- 
cauſe of the Patients regular way of Living, 
who were not corrupted cither by Luxury of 
Sloth, Truly, as Men live now a-days, we 
D 2 have 
2a Sub Fine, 
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have but little expectation of the Diſtemper's 
being carried off this way, either by Art dr 
Nature: And if the Fever ſhould at any time 
happen to be very violent, I believe I may 
truly affirm, that it is hardly ever cured by 
Sweating alone. | Ft 
However, from the times of the Arabians, 
there has ſprung up an immenſe variety of 
ſudorifick Medicines; that there is hardly any 
Fever, againſt which either ſome Chymiſt or 


knowing Woman have not found out a Spe- 


cifick, without any regard had to the Diſeaſe. 
Hence that Cuſtom has come down to us, that 
the Perſons labouring under a Fever ſhould be 
greatly ſupplied with Cardiacks, as promiſing 
a pleaſant Method of Cure. So eaſily are we 
led into an Error for the ſake of Pleaſure ; 
which is never more dangerous, than when 
our Health is concerned. | 
This Method of Cure, as being founded too 
much upon the hotter Medicines, is juſtly re- 
jected by Sydenham. Which however does 
not ſeem to be wholly thrown out of our Mo- 
dern Practice, as it ought to be. For what 
do the Phyſicians obtain by this Method of 
Cure, except that by throwing in all the hot- 
teſt things, and provoking Sweat abundantly, 
the Circulation of the Blood becomes more ra- 
pig. which is confeſſed even by themſelves: 


reby, we obſerve Deliria and Convulſions, 


as the Fever gradually encreaſes, and at length 
affects the Brain, if not brought on, at leaſt 
got prevented. And this is conſtantly expe- 
. rienced 
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rienced by thoſe, who in acute Fevers are fond 
of giving nothing but Rad. Serpentar. Sal. C. C. 
and the like. The ſame uſually happens, 
when, in remittent Fevers, the Cortex Peru has 
been unſeaſonably applied: from which the 
Phyſicians generally find this Effect; that the 
Fever which was before ſomething abated, 
now, without any delay, rages a-new. But 
in this ſtate of Affairs, what meaſures do they 
at laſt take? Being terrified with Fear, and at 
the greateſt uncertainty, they are obliged to 
turn themſelves this way and that, and fly im- 
mediately either to Yomits, or Bleeding, or 
Pliſters, as to the laſt Remedies. This Effect 
therefore hath this prepoſterous Method of 
Cure, that when the Diſtemper is now at 
a ſtand they leave off where they ought to 
have begun; and often attempt thoſs means of 
Cure, ar an improper time, unſucceſsfully, 
which the ſkillful Practitioners preſcribe in 
the beginning, to the no ſmall Relief of the 
Diſeaſed. An 

There is another madneſs alſo different from 
this, which ſome are poſſeſſed with, who rely 
wholly upon Acids for a Cure; and place all 
their hopes upon Vinegar and the Fuice of wild 
Apples: as if, becauſe it 1s unreaſonable to 
burn up the Patient, they ſhould therefore quite 
kill him with Cold. | pd Beg 

I would not have what has hitherto been 
ſaid, to be ſo underftood, as if I would adviſe 
ho Remedies in the curing of Fevers, which 
might provoke Sweat. For I do notdeny that 
0 D 3 thoſe 


38 COMMENTARIES 


thoſe which are temperate, may and ought to 
be given with much ſucceſs. Thoſe which we 
have before ſpoke of, ſince on either hand they 
uo in too great an extreme, ought wholly ta 

diſcarded the Phyſician's Materia Medica, 
as plainly pernicious; with ſmall ſafety alſo 
may we truſt to thoſe which are milder, if 
we rely altogether upon them, But if Evacu- 
ations have preceded, they will both bring 
greater Relief to the Fever, and more expedi- 
tiouſly throw forth the Sweat. Which is alſq 
very true of Opiates; than which no Medi- 
Cine is more efficacious in opening the Pores of 
the Skin. 
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Þy  CommenrTaxrr IV, 
Of Vomiting. 


HERE is but one Caſe in Hirpocrates 
1 B. 1. 13. in which, where a Vomiting 
ec the Diſeaſe is ſaid to be carried of 
hich obſeryation has been brought into com- 
mon Practice by the moſt celebrated Maſters 
of our Art. For neither is there any Remedy 
2 ſalutary at the beginning of Fevers; 
oftentimes it is even neceſſary, if at any time, 
which frequently happens, there is either any 
Nauſea, or weight in the Stomach, or al 
Pain in the Head. This kind of Medicine 
Was not uncommon even among the moſt an- 


he Ne 5, r S N chr 
8 SN NN 


. ͤ ͤ ͤ . ... . ants od as od Gong ab ab” a 


bans 


pom, — 9 e BY 


ans of 


89 = ˙— 


on FEVERS. 39 
tient Greeks, and in Celfus's Time very fami- 
liar at Rome. For by this Method of Evacu- 
ating not only the © firſt Paſlages are purged, 
and a redundancy of erude Matter cut off; but, 


fince the Bowels and Muſcles of the Body are 
agitated with a very violent Motion, and the 


very Particles of the Medicine inſinuate them- 


ſelves into the Blood, the Humours are at laſt 
ſo reſolved, that there is a freer circulation 
thro the ſmall Veſſels, and if any thing is fu- 
perfluous it may paſs off thro the euticulat 
Outlets. In this Caſe therefore, after the Vo- 
miting was excited, Hippocrates tells us, that 4 
great Sweat enſued. | 


Thus a Medicine, which provokes a Vo- 


miting, has ſome internal Action: Which ap- 
pears in nothing plainer than in that celebra- 
ted Root, the Ipecacuanba. The force of this 
in attenuating the Humours is very reinarka- 
ble; which is confirmed alfo by the very great 
bitterneſs of the Root itſelf, and that briſł Salt 
which is chymically extracted from it. I have 
indeed known this Root to have been given in 
a large Doſe, when hardly any purging has 
followed either by the Mouth, or by Stool : 
But after an Hour or two the Patient tl 
to grow Hot, ſo that, the Pulfe being raiſed, 


he at laſt fell into a "_ profuſe Sweat 


And in this, as far as 1 can conjecture, 
chiefly conſiſts that remarkable Efficacy in 
Dyſenterick Diſorders, which the Ipecatuanba 
challenges to itſelf; in compariforr of alt 
other Emeticks. Therefore by the Braſi- 

a 
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lians * it is eſteemed the moſt preſent Remedy 
againſt Poiſons. is 464 
I have ſaid that Vomiting ſhould be attempt- 
ed chiefly at the beginning of Fevers. Nei- 
ther is Hippocrates to be produced as a Wit- 
neſs on the oppolite fide, altho he has ſaid 
that the Diſeaſe was carried off by this Eva- 
cuation about the fourteenth Day. For this 
Woman was plainly delivered from her Fever 
on the ſeventh Day, and had continued well 
for three Days: But on the eleventh ſhe was 
ſeized with a Shivering, which was followed 
by an intenſe Heat : So that this Fever ſeems 
to have been of the intermittent Kind; which, 
as it often happens, had ſucceeded a conti- 
nual one. And therefore Vomiting put a ſtop 
to this new Diſtemper at the beginning: Which 
1s always applied with ſucceſs towards remo- 
ving intermittent Fevers, and is alſo effectual 
againſt continual ones, if the Diſeaſe is not yet 
become inveterate. 321 
And this indeed ought to be done in acute 
Fevers; however it is not therefore convenient 
to try it in all Diſeaſes, which have a Fever 
joined to them. For what muſt we think of 
thoſe, who in a Pleuriſie, for example, pre- 
cribe Yomits, and thoſe very ſtrong, contrary 
to the advice of Celſus b; as if that vehement 
ſtraining of the Side, which is occaſioned by 
the Vomiting, would ever abate the Diſeaſe ? 
Yea, it muſt neceſſarily encreaſe it. For by 
the unſeaſonable application of that kind of 
IT, eee 


; 4 Gul. Pijon, Hiſtor, Brafil,  » 3.6. 
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Remedy, that Matter which was fallen upon 
the Pleura or the Lungs, is ſtruck in much 
the deeper and more firmly obſtructs the Veſ- 
ſels. And what of thoſe alſo, who order E- 
meticks when the Small. Pox are almoſt juſt at 
the Height? Since no Medicines more power- 
fully ſtrike in the Humours, than thoſe which 
excite Vomiting, whoſe power in Revelling 
is very manifeſt, from hence, that they _ 
often remove Sciatica's and Oedematous Swel- 
lings, when other Revellents have been long 
tried in vain. Upon this account therefore, 
the moſt excellent practical Writers, plainly 
forbid Emeticks, when the Criſes is juſt at 
hand, inaſmuch as theſe, fince they are endued 
with a Power of repelling, may without doubt 
diſturb that Method- of Relief which Nature, 
the beſt guide in Practice, attempts: Beſides, 
the moſt experienced Practitioners in Surgery, 
lay this down as an eſtabliſhed Rule; that 
whenever any Tumor 1s inclining to Suppu- 
ration, that then they muſt abſtain not only 
from Yomits, but from all Evacuants of any 
kind whatever. Wherefore Vomiting when 
the Small-Pox is juſt at the Height, unleſs 
there be any danger of a Suffocation, is con- 
demned both by Reaſon itſelf, and the univer- 
{al Conſent of Men of Experience : Of which 
we have however found ſome Perſons to be fo 
yery fond, that they very familiarly uſe this 
Remedy even at the very point of Death. = 


Com- 
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COMMENTARY V. 
Of a purulent Spitting Of a Pleurify 
likewiſe, and Peripneumony. 


TTHION ſpit much, B. 3. 1. in whom 

however the Diſeaſe was ſo far from being 
carried off by the diſcharge of any Matter, 
that it went off not without a Suppuration a- 
riſing at laſt about his Seat. Anaxion is the 
only one, B. 3. Sect. 2, 8. who happened to 
be freed from his Diſtemper this way. The 
Caſe is indeed remarkable, which Galen alſo 
very often treats of, and ſnews with what 
Judgment it was managed by Hippocrates 
and tells us alſo that here were various Symp- 
toms joined together, which are not perpetual, 
and upon that account the Name of the Di- 
Teaſe was omitted by the Author: Which yet 
Galen himſelf acknowledges to be a genuine 
Pleuriſie. Of which I will fay ſomething 
more diſtinctly, becauſe I find this Argument 
not ſufficiently treated of by Authors. 

A true Pleuri/ie therefore ariſes from an In- 
flammation of the Pleura : Inaſmuch as there 
are diſperſed within the ſides of this Mem- 
brane (for it is double) many Arteriolæ, de- 
rived from the intercoſtal Branch, which be- 
ing oftentimes too much diſtended upon a ſlight 
occaſion,” are wont to be obſtructed, and pro- 
duce an Inflammation. The genuine Signs of 
2 Pleuriſie, which diſtinguiſh it from an — 

| | var 
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Diſeaſe whatever, are four, à violent, and pun- 
gent Pain of the Side, difficulty of Breathing, 
Fever, and hardneſs of the Pulſe; which laſt I 
ſhould rather place among the eſſential bug 
toms, ' than a Cough, with Galen, Whoſe C 
pinion, indeed, oftentimes induſtriouſly to de- 
ſpiſe and reject, as.it would be a Mark of great 
Arrogance, ſo to be willing to follow. him in 
every thing, of much ſuperſtition. For in the 
Practice of Phyſick we are not to regard Au- 
thors ſo much as the Force of Reaſon. 

The Editor of Riverius Reformatus, follow- 


The ing Jah. Manelfus, (who, in oppoſition to the 
alſo whole Body of Phyſicians, allows a ſerrated 
hat IQ Pulſe only in Hedicks a, not in Pleuriſies) en- 
es; tirely explodes this Hardneſs of the Pulſe, as 
np- a thing never obſerved in a Pleuriſy, no nor in 
1al, any other kind of Diſeaſe whatever. But, be- 
Di- fides the univerſal conſent of Phyſicians, 
yet that an Hardneſs of the Pulſe is very familiar 
ine to the Pain of the Side, experience itſelf ſuffici- 
Ing Wl ently proves, that it is always preſent, when 


nt not only this Membrane, but the others alſo, 
thoſe of the Brain eſpecially, are ſeized with 
an Inflammation ſomething violently. And 
certainly if we appeal to Senſe, the diſtinction 
of this Palle is as plain and eaſy, as that of a 
ſtrong, or quick, or full one. 

But if we would take pains to enquire ſome- 
thing narrowly into the Nature of the mem- 
branaceous Parts, the Reaſon of this Hardneſs 
will immediately appear. For all Membranes 


+ Bald, Bald, Ey. page 2%, 


44 COMMENTARIES 

are Elaſtict, and are therefore differently 
either 3 or extended, by any ex- 
ternal Force. Hence the Skins of Animals, az 
well dead or living, are ſtrongly contracted, 
upon the application of any manner of Heat: 
and it is conſtantly ſo in all Bodies, which may 
be bent and recoil, that, if any part of them be 
more extended or contracted, all the other Parts 
likewiſe ſwerve from their former Poſition, 
For a Thread of Silk or Steel, a Cord, or mu- 
ſical String, if it ſuffers any force at one end, 
will vibrate at the other: all which we find to 
be either ſtretched or ſlackned equally through 
the whole length. In like manner if any Part 
of a Membrane happeneth to be ' violently 
twitched and contracted, the remainder conſents 
with it, and is affected entirely after the ſame 


manner. But there is a mutual Communicati- 


on between the Membranes of the whole Body, 
and from them all the Coats of the Arteries are 
propagated. An Inflammation therefore ariſing, 
the Pleura is greatly irritated and conſtringed, 
and communicates the ſame Species of Stiffneſs 
to the Arteries : andithis contraction of the A. 
teries, by which they become leſs flexible, and 
yield to the Finger more ſlowly, occaſions a ſenſe 
of hardneſs. Abe; LENT 

As there can be no genuine Pleuriſy without 
theſe ſigns, which I have juſt now related; fo 
many others are often conjoined to thoſe Diſ- 
orders which we call Plruritick: which yet 
belong to another Difeaſe, and that in many 


reſpects unlike to this, namely, a Peripneumony. 
| WE: ns FRY VS alt « In. 
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Indeed any one may with reaſon, wonder 
that the Deſcription of theſe Diſtempers hath 
been ſo confuſedly and implicitly delivered 
both by the Antients and the Moderns. The 
Antients affirm, indeed, that they may be di- 
ſtinguiſhed from one another, but aſſign the 
ſame Signs to them both: and we may ve- 
ry eaſily obſerve, that what we read in them 
concerning the Mark of a Pleuriſy, may be re- 
ferred, indeed, to a Plæuriſy, but conjoined with 
a Peripneumany. For a limple Peripneumony oc- 
curs in their Writings; but we never find any 
thing concerning a Pleuriſy, which was not at- 
tended with a Peripneumony, except once in 
Hippocrates *. oſt of the Moderns make 
hardly any difference between theſe Diſtempers, 
ſuppoſing them only diſſimilar in degree: ſome 
alſo attend ſo little to the Pleura, as to allow it 
no ſhare in a Pleuriſ. From hence, therefore, 
hath all this difficulty ariſen; namely, when 
the Pleura is ſo affected as to form an Abſceſs, 
the Lungs, as being next in Place, ſo alſo, if 
you regard their Fabrick extremely tender, ea- 
lily catch the Infection, and adhere to the Pleu- 
rar ſo when a Peripneumony comes upon a Pleu- 
ri, the Diſeaſe is however deſcribed, as if it 
was a mere Pleuriſy. And this 1s plain from 
© thoſe who deſcribe the courſe of this Diſtemper 
in their Writings. It muſt be confeſſed, in- 
deed, it often happens, that the Lungs labour 
at the ſame time: but it is far from being al- 
ways ſo in a Pleuriſy. That this may be Me 

4 
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better underſtood, it will not be improper to 
conſider the fituation and nature of thoſe 
Parts, which are uſually affected in theſe 
Diſeaſes: for Anatomy will give us ſuch a light 
into this affair, that in either Diſtemper we 
may both more e; inveſtigate the cauſes of ¶ wi 
the Symptoms, and alſo the Method of Cure. Hr 

A Peripneumony, therefore, is univerſally a- MW Na 
greed to be nothing elſe than an Inflammation of Il M. 
the Lungs. It will be worth while to examine Br: 
this, when disjoined and free from a Pleurif, Na 
that we may ſee what Marks it voluntarily of. for 
fers of itſelf. The Lungs being obſtructed and W. 
ſeized with an Inflammation, the Veſſels of the Na d 
Bronchia muſt neceſſarily ſuſtain the firſt ſhock ¶ mc 
of the Diſeaſe; which {ſwelling above meaſure, laſt 
the inner Coat of the Aſpera Arteria is ſo Ml bu 
compreſſed and vellicated, that the Muſcles be- wh 
ing thereby contracted, and the Breath rejected leſ 
by the Mouth, it provokes a Cough. The 
Lungs being oppreſſed by this weight, there a- ¶ tin 
riſes a certain ſenſe of heavineſs and uneaſineſs, am 
and the Air being both ſooner admitted, and gui 
expelled, the Reſpiration becomes more hurri- 40 
ed and diſturbed: ſo that the Heat, which is vet 
produced by the Inflammation is preternatural- I the 
ly intenſe; the Breath alſo, when it is emitted bot 
ſeems to grow Hot. And, indeed, this Heat fan 
in the Breath, is laid down by Hippocrates as in 
a conſtant and perpetual ſign of a Peripneumo Ml flo: 
ny: nay, it is the only one which is not alſo the 
common to the Plewriſy; as we have this Di- wa 
ſtemper deſcribed both by him and all the An- JW rat 
_ rients 
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er to tient. When therefore the obſtruction has 
hoſe IM prevailed for a _ time, what is eaſier, than 
heſe that ſome of thoſe Veſſels, which we have ſaid 
light {MY to be agitatedand beat againſt one another, ſhould 
ve lf be broke? Whoſe Coats being divided, there 
esof MI will be diſcharged at a proper time, either a thin 
ire. Humour, or a Sanies, or Pus, according to the 
ly x Ml Nature of the Ulcers. After this manner the 
Mm of MW Matter collected within the Membranes of the 
nine Ml Bronchia is at length thrown off by Spitting, as 
tri Nature ſhews the way. When theſe, there- 
7 of- fore, meet with an acute Fever, vis. a Cough, 
and Weight in the Lungs, a very hot Breath, and 
the a diſcharge of Pus, they are the peculiar, and 
hock MW moſt infallible Marks of a Peripneumony. The 
ſure, MY laſt of which not only indicates the Diſtemper, 
but alſo generally carries it off; for few of thoſe 
who labour under a Peripneumony eſcape, un- 
leſs there ariſes a Diſcharge from the Lungs. 
Nevertheleſs a Cough and Diſcharge by Spit- 
ting are reckoned by the Writers of all Ages 
among the Signs, by which a Pleuriſy is diſtin- 
guiſhed. It ſometimes, indeed, happens, that 
a Cough accompanies a Pleuriſy, when it is ne- 
vertheleſs not at all naturally related to it: for 
the Lungs have been often found to adhere 
boch to the Pleura and the Ribs, when at the 
lame time there has not been the leaſt Cough: 
in an Empyema likewiſe, in which the Matter 
floating every where about, continually preſſes 
the Superficies of the Lungs, a Cough is often 
wanting. That this however cannot be ſepa- 
rated from a Peripneumony, we may be ful ly 


in- 


48 COMMENTARIES 


inſtructed from Anatomy: and whoever is but 
moderately acquainted with the Structure of 
theſe Parts, muſt neceſſarily ſee how little an 
Inflammation of the Side only can avail towards 
Purging the Cheſt, unleſs there be at the ſame 

time alſo the ſame Fault in the Lungs, or what 
amounts to the ſame thing, unleſs there be a 
Peripneumony. So that Riolanus a rightly cal- 
led thoſe Perſons who laboured under this Di- 
ſtemper Pleuripneumonicks. This indeed is 
confirmed both by Reaſon, and the Hiſtory of 
Phyſick: for the Bodies of many Pleuritick Per- 
ſons have been opened, in which the Pleur; 


was indeed corrupted, yet the Lungs b have | 


been found entire: in like manner, when we 
are told that the Patient died of a Pleuriſy, we 
never find that the Lungs were untouched, if 
at any time both a Cough and Spitting preced- 
ed ©. It were to be wiſhed therefore, that as 
the cuſtom of inſpecting accurately into ſound 
Bodies, fo that alſo of morbid ones prevailed 
among us: for it is not in the leaſt doubted, 
but that Light, by which a Phyſician may both 
inveſtigate the peculiar Seat of very many Di- 
ſtempers, and alſo diſtinguiſh the genuine Signs, 
is to be borrowed from Anatomy. Upon which 
account I believe, Celſus d inſerted that elegant 
Deſcription of the human Body among his 
Precepts of Cure: and that Areteus following 
his Example, premiſed a ſhort Commentary on 

the 


= Anthropolog- de Pulmone. b Bonet. Sepulchret. Veſling. 
Obſ. 36. Bald. Bald. 45, 36. Proſp. Mart, in Hippocr. 70. 
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the Structure of the Farts before his Hiſtory of 


Dreh yo bl 10 mot A 
There is in Dodonewus'2 a relation of an epi- 
demick Peripneumony, which raged at that 
time, vis, in the Years: 1557. and 1565. in 
which a Cough and purulent Spitting were con- 
ſtant attendants: and at laſt he thus concludes 
his Narration, That ee wy ar [dar 
riſy but a Peripneumony was demonſtrable from 
— Diiſſection If the dead Bodies. And, by 
this he ſeems to inſinuate, that the Phyſicians 
then judged it to be a Plewriſy.- | 
Upon this conſideration of the Cough and 
Spitting; as many others of the Antients, ſo 


Herophilus (than whom, if we credit Galen, 


no one was more verſed in the knowledge of 
Anatomy and Phyſick) contends, that the Plæu- 
riſy is ſeated in the Lungs. The Argument, 
according to Cælius Aurelianus's Interpretation, 


ſtands thus. Dehinc etiam Tuſſicula fonum 


eſt ex accedentibus conſequens morbum fibrarum 


pulmonis, eſudati corporis liquoris, five Cannæ 


gutturis : ſingula etiam extuſſita de pulmone 
venire manifeſium eſt, qui neq; venis neq, arte- 
riit neq; fibris contiguus vel admixtus eſſe lateri 
videatur, ut per ipſum latere acceptarexcludt 
poſſe credamus c. And ſuch truly is the force 
of this Argument, that whatever Cælius urges 
to the contrary, are plainly trifling and of no 
force. It muſt be confeſſed, indeed, that He- 
rophilus was miſtaken in the uſe of the Word 
- ;";0 Pleuritis 


C Lib. 2, cap. I 5, 
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Pleuritis, who nevertheleſs judged very rightly 
of the Reaſon of the Coughing and Spitting: 
for he fell into this Opinion, that*when the 
Diſorder was in the whole ſubſtance of the 
' Lungs, a Perineumony® aroſe; when in part 
only rP&mgfe. / On oy nn) 2 0950 
About two Centuries ago Alexander Petro- 

nius revived this Error, and imagined that all 
the Diſorder was derived from the Lungs fwel- 
ling and preſſing upon the Pleura; he denied 
the poſſibility, indeed, of the Membranes be- 
ing inflamed, and was therefore ſo far from al- 
lowing that any relief might be had from a loſs 
of Blood, that he ſtiffly rejected it in the 
Cure of a Pleuriſy. In which matter, the 
Authority, ſhall I fay, or Confidence of the 
Man proceded ſo far, that he founded a Sect 
at Rome: that by an unparallel'd inſtance of 
reviving an Opinion, not only abſurd but long 
fince exploded, he ſhould gain the Glory of an 
Inventor. WING 

The Hiſtory of both Diſeaſes being thus ex- 
plained, it eaſily appears, how falſly a hunt 
Spitting is aſcribed to a Pleuriſy as a peculiar 
Sign: and in how trifling a manner they em- 
ploy themſelves, who invent ways, whereby 
this Matter in the Pleura, may be carried off by 
the Lungs. Some of whom ſuppoſe it to be 
imbibed by the Coats of the Lungs, others that 
it is re· abſorbed into the Blood: and the more 
luckily the Fable is invented, they very inge- 
niouſly aſſign Veſſels for this Office, W 


Lib. 2, cap. 23. 
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deed, the Vena Azugos, or the Vertebral, nay, 
and the Bronchial Arteries, according to the Sa- 


gacity of the Men who carry their Conjetures _ | 


one while this way, then another. And up- 
on this Foundation is that Method of Cure 
chiefly ſupported, which is laid down by the 
Writers in Phyſick, as well in a ſimple Pleu- 
riß as in that which is joined with a Peripneus 
nony; wherein almoſt all the Medicine which 
they would have applied, is directed to pro- 
mote a Spitting: when yet in a ſimple Lane 

there is oftentimes nothing concrered, whic 
ought to be expectorated; neither, if it ought, 
can it be brought upwards without the inter- 
vention of a Peripneumony. Whoever therefore 
follows only this Method of Cure in that pe 
cies of Pleuriſy, 1 do not ſee, indeed, why he 
ſhould not preſcribe Expectorants alſo in an 
Inflammation of the Feet. TIER 
This kind of Pleuriſy is frequent, which 
may eaſily be diſtinguiſhed even from that 
which is accounted Sprrious: This ſometimes 
paſſes into a Suppuration; and the Matter is 
either thrown into the Cavity of the Thorax, 
or is ſometimes alſo carried off by Stool or 
Urine, without any Cough or Expectoration. 
The ſame alſo happens ſometimes, when the 
Matter has been but ſparingly carried off by 
Spitting. An Inſtance we have in Pyrhion, 
who was recovered by an Abſceſs ariſing after 
the fourtieth Day in the hinder Parts, fo that 
a great deal of the Matter was carried off with 
the' Urine, There are Pleuriſies likewiſe, 
E 2 which 
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which are not ſucceeded by any Suppuration; 
which Hippocrates *, or ſome other Perſon, 
deſcribes as joined with a dry Cough, and 
therefore calls them dry and without Spitting. 
And that theſe are true Pleuriſies is proved 
from this, that the Fever begins alſo with a 
Pain in the Side. Therefore he ſays that they 
are cured very often by Bleeding and diſcu- 
tient Medicines. Hence Areteus, who among 
the Greeks is ſecond in Reputation to Hippo- 
crates, both for his elegant Writings 1n the 
Tonian Diale&, and alſo becauſe drawing 
moſt things from his own Store, he has not 
trod in the Steps of others, orders a Vein to 
be opened on the firſt Day. Neither is. it to 
be doubted, that Hippocrates followed the ſame 
Method of Cure in this Sickneſs of Anaxion; 
and that in the beginning of the Diſtemper, 
when it had not reach'd the eighth Day, and 
the Matter of the Spittle was not yet digeſt- 
ed. And I myſelf this laſt Winter attended 
many Pleuritick Perſons, in- whom the Spit- 
ting was of no ſignification: Who were yet 
all recovered by opening a Vein three or four 
times, and the application of Ve/icatories. And 
in this ſtate of Affairs, I ſhould have readily 
affirmed that all ozly Medicines, and ſuch as 
are reckoned proper to promote an Expecto- 
ration, would have been of little ſervice by 
themſelves | 55 1 
There are ſome perhaps, who may think 
ſuch curious enquiries. into theſe Diſeaſes, 
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may not be of much Service in the Healing 
rt. However, they muſt give me leave to 
affirm, that it is of very great importance to 
Phyſick, that we have an accurate Knowledge 
both of the peculiar Signs of each Diſtemper, 
and alſo of its Seat. For tlieſe being found, 
we ſhall be much happier in our Enquiries in- 
to the means of Cure. Whoever therefore 
perfect! 4 underſtands the nature of a Pleuriſy, 
will eaſily -perceive, what immediate Relief 
may be had from opening a Vein in the begin- 
ning: For upon' this point ſo depends the 
whole ſafety of the Patients, that, if you 
ſhould depart from this kind of Medicine, in 
vain will you ſeek for any other. This Courſe 
in treating a Pleuriſy was taken by Sydenham, 
who being little ſolicitous about Expectora- 
ting Medicines, took away large Quantities of 
Blood. Neither will any one forſake this Me- 
thod, who is entirely acquainted with the 
Body or the Diſeaſe: Which, how accurately 
they ought to be known by a Phyſician, may 
be fully proved in this Affair by the followers 
of Petronius. For they, becauſe they -were 
ignorant of the Seat of the Diſtemper, and did 
not think that it had relation to the Pleura, 
therefore judged that Blood was by no means 
to be let. Thus great Miſtakes enſue upon an 
Opinion falſely grounded in a matter, as it 
may ſeem, very trivial: And ſuch danger at- 
| tends theſe Fictions, ; eſpecially about Diſeaſes, 
that their Inventors, when they deſign a 
Cure, are extremely miſtaken, and with the 
7 E 3 NEG 105 fol- 
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followers of Petronius, either negle& thoſe 
means which would be effectual in the Cure, 
or plainly reject them. Who, tho' they ſeem 
to aim at the beſt means, are not deceived in- 
deed voluntarily, but by the Error of their 

Courſe, | | | 


22. 


CoMMENTARY VI. 


of an Abſceſs: And of an Ulcer of the 
Colon, and the Bladder. 


TY Emarkable is the Caſe of Pythion, related 
in the beginning of the third Book : in 
which an Abſceſs, at laft, ariſing about the 
hinder Parts, ſince it carried off a great Quan- 
tity of the Pus by the urinary Paſlages, put an 
End entirely to the Fever. He that added the 
Notes, which are found at the End of theſe 
Hiſtories, attributes this ſolution of the Di- 
ſtemper to the copious diſcharge of Urine: but 
that very wrongly ; for Pythion's Recovery 
ought not to be attributed to the Quantity of 
the Urine, but to the Quality rather, as ha- 
ving been purulent. Neither is it a trivial 
Remark which Hippocrates often makes in theſe 
Books, that the Urine, as often as that puru- 
Jent Matter was carried off by the Bladder, 
was generally yoided with Difficulty and Pain, 
fo that the Patient laboured under a Strangury. 
The reaſon whereof we'ſhall explain in a more 
Wavenient place, It 
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It is common enough for | Diſeaſes. to be 
ſolved by au Abſceſs, which moſt frequently 
indeed comes upon Fevers and the Small-Pox, 


_ chiefly about the Ears and the Groin. Some- 


times alſo there ariſe Tubercles ſpreading over 
the whole Body, which now and then ſuppu- 
rate. But this Suppuration, about the urinary 
Paſſages, is not fo very frequent, unleſs in 
Perſons afflicted with the Stone; at leaſt, we 
find very few accounts in the Writing of Phy- 
ſicians, of any feveriſh Perſons being recovered 
by it. Indeed it has been my fortune to meet 
but once with an Inſtance which anſwered to 
this of Hippocrates: yet, with this difference; 
that however the Fever might go off gradual- 
ly by an Abſceſs being made, the Patient not- 
withſtanding was not in the leaſt recovered, 


The relation of which Caſe, as I have never 


read or heard of one like it, I do not think it 
improper to deliver at large in this Place. 

A very ingenious and ſtudious Gentleman, 
who was remarkable for his great Learning 
and ſingular Memory, fell ill about the be- 
ginning of Autumn, in tlie ſixty third Lear of 
his Age. He was ſeized with a Pain, Flatus, 
and a fort of Convullion in his Bowels: His 
Stomach was greatly decayed. Some little 
time after he was troubled with a deſire of 
going to Stool and making Water, a Strangu- 


95 a grievous Pain near the Groin and about 
e 


Glans, which was very exquilite, chiefly 
upon his juſt having made Water; a weight 
in the Perineum, about the Neck of the Blad- 
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der; and all theſe Evils were both new and 


ſudden.” The Urine was at firſt difficult and 
interrupted; afterwards it-was diſcharged with 
à great Impetus, and a certain Sound, as if 


ſome Wind had broke forth; in which there 


was the natural Colour, tho nothing at all 
ſubſided. The Pain was eaſier either when he 
lay upon his Back, or was bent forward, or 
even when the Bladder was diſtended. And 
this uneaſineſs, in making Water, continued 
even to his Death. Sometimes he was attend- 
ed with a Drought. | 


Much in this manner he continued till the 


middle of November z when he perceived his 
Pains immediately to grow violent, upon 
drinking any thing Hot: for two Days he 
| throw'd up every thing by Vomit : he com- 
plained of very great Torment in his Inteſtines, 
and that the Abdomen was greatly diſtended, 
Nov. 18. A violent Pain in making Water; 
an acute Fever with a Drought: which, how- 
ever, after the third Day, were ſomething a- 
bated. He voided ſome rough Gravel, about 


2 the bieneſs of a Pins-Head. The Colour of 


the Urine deeper; in which there ſubſided a 
great deal of glutinous and yellowiſh Mucus, 


interſperſed here and there with Blood, and 


ſometimes alſo with Caruncles and Excoria- 
tions: which was very little different from 
Pus, except that it was neither very ſmooth, 
nor ill ſcented. Such a Flatus often broke 
forth with his Urine, that the Patient ſeemed 
to bteak Wind backwards. | 

32 1 2 Nov. 26. 
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| Nov. 26. The Pain returned, a Rigor aroſe, 
and the whole Body was ſeized with a Shi- 
vering. The Pulſe un and depreſſed; his 
Tongue dry. The Urine very much tinged 
with Blood; which he could not diſcharge but 
by lying down in his Bed. 4 
Dec. 3. A reſpite of his Pains, or rather 
his Senſation blunted. His Head began now 
to be affected. The Fever, which uſed daily 
to grow violent in the Evening, at laſt almoſt 
totally vaniſhed, His Breath ſomething diffi- 
cult. His Urine ſharp and ill ſcented: the 
Flux of Pus was ſo large, that it in a manner 
exceeded the Quantity of Urine. Amidſt this 
train of Evils, he was gradually ſeized with a 
Stupor in his Senſes. Thus the Vigour of this 
Gentleman's Mind, than which, nothing could 
be either briſker or more acute, was at length 
benumned with a Lethargy. But who will 
not juſtly pronounce him Happy, either, in 
that he dragg d on Life ſo long exempt from 
Pain; or that, ſince he could no longer enjoy 
Life without Pain, he ceaſed to live? His 
Body being opened, the urinary Paſſages were 
narrowly examined. For we were as intent 
upon the diſſecting him, as if we had been 
ſure of finding a Stone. But neither in the 
Bladder, nor in the Ureters, nor in the Kid- 
neys themſelves, were there any the leaſt ſigns 
of Gravel or a Stone. In our farther enquiry 
into his Bowels, we found the Colon adhe- 
ring ſo firmly to the Bladder, that it could 
hardly be ſeparated with the Knife, _ 


ns 
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part where it adhered, was obſerved a 
round Ulcer, about an Inch and half in Dia- 
meter, which had entirely conſumed not only 
the Coats of the Colon, but had alſo eat thro' 
the external Membrane of the Bladder. Hence 
a Perforation was made thro' the Middle or 
muſculous Coat of the Bladder, which would 
receive a Gooſe Quill: from whence there 
was a continual Flux of Pus, from the Ulcer 
into the Bladder, and a Paſlage opened, where- 
by the Flatus's paſſed from the Inteſtines into 
Paſſage of the Urine; of which indeed, 
while he was living, we falſely believed him 
only to have dreamed. ' | 
By this time, I believe, it is ſufficiently 
clear to the Reader, that all the Signs pre- 
ceded here, which are accounted eſſential to a 
Stone in the Bladder. And for our not doubt- 
ing hereof, it was a very ſtrong Argument, 
that they ſhewed themſelves fo very clearly, 
But we were at length convinced of our Er- 
ror, by that moſt excellent Miſtreſs in in- 
veſtigating the cauſes of Diſeaſes, Anatomy. 
In ſuch a Caſe therefore, where there is any 
ſuſpicion of a Stone, unleſs it be felt by the 
Surgeon in ſearching, it is not good to pro- 
nounce any thing very confidently about it. 
For we ſhould not be aſhamed, if we are not al- 
ways ſo fortunate as to gueſs, by what means Na- 
ture either produces or carries off Diſtempers: 
at leaſt, it is more honourable to confeſs that 
we know nothing, than being at laſt convicted 
in a groundleſs and vain Opinion we ſhould be 
ſhamefully confounded. + In 
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In thinking oftentimes upon theſe v 
Signs, the Reaſon ſeems pretty plain to me, 
how the Pus was able to produce them, even 
without a Stone. For I very well under- 
ſtand, as I imagine, why the Pus, ſtimulating 
| the inner Membrane of the Bladder, ſhould 
excite ſuch a train of woe: why, from the 
fame cauſe, it ſhould raiſe a defire of making 
Water and going to Stool, why a Pain even 
to the extremity of the Glans:. why it ſhould 
bring on an heat and dripping of Urine, either 
remaining about the Neck of the Bladder, ot 
paſling from thence thro* the Urethta, The 
only difficulty is this, how it ſhould come to 
— that the Efflux of ſo ſmall a Quantity of 
ſhould occaſion the ſenſe of any Weight, 
and that no very ſmall one: for there was a 
continual heavineſs about the Pubes, ſuch an 
one as is uſually felt from the Preſſure of a 
Stone. . Which ever way I turn this Argu- 
ment, I receive, Lea very little ſatiſ- 
faction in it; therefore leave it to be diſcuſſed 
by thoſe who are better ſkilled in this kind of 
Science, and ſhall return my thanks unto them, 
who will produce any Reaſons of weight in ſo 
abſtruſe an Affair. W 8 
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Of Purging : what Effect it may have * 
an 


in the putrid Fever, which comes up. tue 
on the confluent Small- Pox, and in an we 
Eryſipe las of the Head. * len 


T is manifeſt that many of the Diſeaſed, as N wh 
B. x. 10. B. 3. 3. Sect. 2. 9. were recover- Ph 
ed by a Loofeneſs. Of which kind of Relief 
_ Hippocrates ſays ſo many things in the Epide- ver 
micks, that he obſerves this to be the moſt fre- ¶ ſoſ 
quent Method which nature attempts towards iſ inc 
the carrying off theſe Diſtempers. The ſame ¶ Cu 
is alſo proved by thoſe Maſters of Phyſick Au 
which have ſince followed from repeated Ex- ſuf 
perience: neither does Fernelius a reſt here, but MW wit 
_ denies that a continual Fever can be ſolved ei- ¶ Fo: 
ther by a Szeeat, or a Flux of Blood, or, laſt- W me 
ly, by an Abſceſs, and affirms, that it can be lf ter 
ſafely and perfeòly carried off by a ſpontaneous | ing 
Looſenefs only. For nothing but this (ſays he) Il ext 
can throw off the putrid Matter f the Fever ¶ to 
now perfe@ly concoFed, and empty the Viſcera © me 
and greater Veſſels overwhelm'd with a Load o | 
Filth, without a loſs of Strength and offend- is, 
ing Nature, In imitation therefore of the Cu- wh 
ſtom and Inſt ruction of Nature, Hippocrates I fec 
himſelf ſometimes attempted this Method of * 
Cure ha 
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Cure in acute Fevers: whom I find ſome of the 
Mogerns have followed, both frequently and 
with ſucceſs. And truly if any relief may 
be had from Purging in theſe Caſes/ithe Mo- 
derns ſeem to be able very ſafely tagnſtitute it, 
and that indeed better than the Antients: for 
the purging Remedies which theſe made uſe of, 
were none but what were very acrid and vio- 
lent; the others have long ſince brought into 
uſe, thoſe; which are extremely mild, and 
which very eaſily anſwer the intention of the 
Phyſician. one 121 1% R 
here are ſome kinds of Fevers, which may 
very well admit of Purging; and there are al- 
ſo ſome which abſolutely require it. However 
ſince this is a very ſpacious Field, this Method of 
Cure is attended with ſo many difficulties, that 
Authors have neither delivered Rules about it 
ſufficiently accurate, neither can they be given 
without a great deal of Pains and Judgment. 
For even to a Perſon of Experience 1s it by no 
means eaſy, to follow his Opinion of this mat- 
ter ſo, as not to err; but to explain it in writ- 
ing, ſo that others ſhall; not fall into a miſtake, 
extremely difficult. It muſt be left therefore 
to Phyſicians to acquire this prudent diſcern- 
ment by Practiſe and Experience. 
The only Taſk which I ſhall now undertake 
is, to deſcribe ſome certain kind of Fever, in 
which, more eſpecially, Carharticks may be ef- 
fectual. Since therefore the Queſtion is very 
ſimple and obvious, the more eaſily will what we 
have to ſay be explained. And among Fevers, 


indeed, 
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indeed, I do not find any one fo liable to a Purp. 


ing, as that which follows upon the confluent 
Small-Pox, while they are either at the height 
or already upon the turn. For as this Fever i 
the moſt" potrid of any, and very dangerous 
ſo does it more conveniently admit of this kind 
of Cure than the reſt. This Diſeaſe; ſinee it is 
extremely common and well known'to every 
Body, it may ſeem impertinent to deſeribe it in 
this place: I ſhall only touch upon thoſe things 
which more nearly relate to this Methed of Cure, 
And in what manner and at what time, chiefly, 
it ought to be followed, will more clearly ap- 
pear from a particular relation of each Caſe, 
than if it was generally and univerſally ex. 
lained: and I am the more induced to do this, 
uſe the Readers may expect, and with ſome 
right demand it in a new Subject. I ſhall there- 
fore endeavour to give them ſatisfaction. 


enn 


A Perſon of Quality, in the Prime of 

his Age and Strength, was ſeized with 
the Small. Pox Feb. 3. 1709. which in their E- 
ruption occaſioned an exquiſite Pain in the Back, 
The Phyſicians who were firſt conſulted order- 
ed a Vein to be opened, and a Vomit to be given. 
Feb, 6, Fhe whole Body, as well a 
Face, was ſpread over with an infinite num- 


7 


ber of Puſtules, ſmall, depreſſed, and conflu- 
ent; reſembling on the Checks a fort _ 
_ | icle: 
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licle: in other Parts, after the firſt impulſe in 
coming out, they roſe very ſlowly. uſed 
a thin and temperate Diet: the chief part of 
his Medicine was Confect. Fracaſtorii diſſolved 
in Ag. La#is or Ceraſor, It was with great 
difficulty he could ger any fleep: and this pro- 
ceeded not only from his Sickneſs, but alſo from 
his natural Temper : ſo that, when he lay ſome- 
time ago ill of a Fever at Genoa, he could hard- 
ly ſleep for near ſeven Days together. - 
The Spitting proceeded pretty happily for 
three Days, although moderate; afterwards it 
totally ceaſed. Which to me foreboded very 


great danger, though to others it may ſeem o- 


therwiſe, who imagine that this Flux of Spit- 
tle in the Small. Po proceeds from I know H 
what malignity of Nature. Indeed however 
malignant it may be, it ſeems almoſt neceſſary 
in this Diſtemper, when it 1s of the confluent 
kind. Sydenham, who has moſt exquiſitely 
well deſcribed the Small. Pox, tells us, that he 
ſaw but one Perſon, who had no ſpitting in 
this confluent kind: which he judged when it 
proceeded regularly, to turn as much to the ad- 
vantage of the Patient, as if the Face was duely 
ſwelled, or the Puſtules had attained their ma- 
turity, 
Fa 9. The Puſtules about the Chin were 
become almoſt black : and thoſe which had run 
together upon the Cheeks reſembled Parch- 
ment or Ice in ſmoothneſs. The Fauces being 
over-run with them were full of Pain: theFace 
was moderately ſwelled. In the * an 
| unce 
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Ounce of Oxymel Scilliticum was exhibited to 


provoke a Vomiting. „M r 1416 Gaitn 
* Rob. tore fancied hiwſelf ſomerhtbaiie- 
freſned. The Face was more ſwelled, though 
{till more depreſſed, than. the Nature of the 
Diſeaſe required. The Spitting returned; but 
after ten hours wholly ceaſed. . A little before 
Night a Veſicatory was applied to the Neck. 
Feb. 11. The Hands a little ſwelled. But 
leſt any thing more dreadful might happen at 


this dangerous time, (for it was now tlie ninth 


Day) it was agreed to apply Bliſters to the 
Arms in the Evening. Nor indeed was this 
done too ſoon; for there began to be both a ſub- 
fultus Tendinum, and a Convullion of the Lips, 
P was extremely reſtleſs all this Night: for 
the Fever burnt vehemently, and there came 
on a Delirium, and a Tremor of the whole Bo- 
d 1 £7; | 
„ 12. In the Morning he was not capable 
of either ſpeaking or ſwallowing : therefore all 
hopes of his recovery were in a manner loſt, 
However a Clyſter was injected, which worked 
very well. In the Afternoon, when the Bliſter: 
had happily fucceeded to our wiſhes, he came 
entirely to himſelf: the Fever and the diſten- 
ſion of the Nerves were abated. The Puſtules 
being dried fell off from his Head: which was 
every where ſo over-run with {mall Ulcers, 
that it plentifully throw'd fortha thin Humour, 
as if it had been eroded by a Veſicatory. The 
ſame happened alſo ſome ſhort time after in the 
Face, where a very great quantity 17 freſh 
5 | | attcl 
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Matter ouſed out from under tlie Cruſt now be- 
ginning to dry up. 8 

Feb. 13, & 14. The Fever continually re- 
mained : the Pulſe however, which had been 


very unequal ever ſince he had been ill, was 


now more compoſed. The Tumor wholly ſub- 
ſided. Cardiack and Diaphoretick Medicines 
had been given ſeveral Days without any ſuc- 
ceſs: neither did any ſweat or moiſture break 
forth. Therefore 1 adviſed another Clyſter : 
but from hence this Danger was apprehended, 
that, if it ſhould inove the Belly more than 
once, it would bring on Death. But it was 
at laſt applied, and, by occaſioning two Stools, 
it yeilded ſome ſmall relief. 

Feb. 15. Again a new violent ſubſultus Ten- 
dimm. The Delirium returned at ſhort inter- 
vals. For neither was the Fever yet gone off, 
nor had we received any advantage from that 
Method of Cure which we had inſtituted. Up- 
on this account therefore, becauſe bleeding did 
not ſeem likely to ſucceed happily, I mention- 
ed a gentle Purging. I received many anſwers 
about the danger of Stools: and that they had 
tried this Method of Cure, but that it never 
proceeded according to their Opinion, how- 
ever, I replied that I had ſometimes made uſe 
of it with very great ſucceſs; and that there 
was no other kind of Remedy left, which 
would avail in this Patient's deſperate circum- 
ſtances. For the Small- Pox had long ſince done 
its partz neither was there any likelihood, 
that any thing more _ be thrown _— 


665 COMMENTARIES 


the cuticular Paſſages : we had too long labour- 
ed at this our ſelves; and it clearly appeared 
that this purulent Matter, by which the Fever 
was confeiledly ſupported, ought to be brought 
off by ſome of the outlets of the Body. The 
Clyſter had given two Stools, from which there 
was neither danger of any Flux, or any loſs of 
Strength. I defire to know, for what Reaſon, 
after the Small-Pox are gone off, the Phyſici- 
ans of all Nations ſhould preſcribe purging 
Medicines, unleſs it be to diſcharge the remains 
of this Matter from the Blood, which if they 
ſhould continue inwardly, would prove hurt- 
ful. Mr. Brffere, who dreſſed the Patient's 
Ulcers, related the Caſe of his Nephew, who 
being in a Fever from the Small-Pox, was per- 
fectly recovered, by this manner of Purging on 
the ſeventeenth Day. They contended for Ce- 
phalick Medicines which are reckoned proper 
to remove a Delirium and Tremors of the 
Nerves: which Method of Cure, how well 
ſoever it might ſucceed, might cut off ſome 
Branches of the Diſeaſe, but could not wholly 
eradicate it. For however the other Symptoms 
might be abated, the Fever, which was the 
cauſe of the Diſorders, ſtill remained. Never- 
theleſs we preſcribed Spir, Cranii. bumani, G 
Sal Armon. Volat, © | 
Feb. 17. In the Morning his Fever and Convul- 
ſions raged more violently, and he became plain- 
0 Comatoſer: he had taken no Opiate for three 
ays before. I therefore again infiſted upon 
his being Purged, but was oppoſed _ the 
me 
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ſame manner as before: A new Argument aroſe 
from this acceſſibii of the Comb, namely, that 
there Was danger, leſt che Patient, if he was 
purged ſhould die öf too great a Flux: for that 
fuch a Flux is ranked among the moſt fatal 
Symptoms in a Co. Wich which Method of 
Arguing I confeſs I was the leſs farisfied, be- 
cauſe this very Coma was nothing elſe, than a 
Symptom of the other-Diſcaſe: but if it had 
been the primary Diſtemper, even then Purges 
cannot reaſonably be forbid : which I find to 
be practiced by all Phyſicians, when the Belly 
is too much bound in 4 Cm. And this looſes 
ning of the Belly in a Coma 1s ſo far from being 
dangerous, that ſometimes when it happens 
ſpontaneouſly it carries off the Diſtemper. But 
it was thought moſt proper to truſt to Czpha- 
licks : to which end a Frlep was ordered. AF 
ter Noon the Fever raged ſo a- new, that the 
Patient was reduced to the ſame ſtreights, un- 
der which he laboured fx Days ago. It was 
therefore prognoſticated that he would die that 
very Night; and the Relations depatted as ha- 
ving perform'd the laſt good Office. In theſe 
dangerous Circumſtances it was very much 
doubted, whether Medicine would avail any 
thing or not: and indeed if there was any 
ground for hopes of recovery, it ſeemed to de- 
pend chiefly upon his being purged. And that 
this might be done I was for a long while 
very ſolicitous: which if it had, might have 
been of ſome ſervice, as his ſtrength was 
not yet entirely waſted. In ſuch an extreme 
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danger, however, it might have been better to 


try 2 doubtful Remedy than none. They de- 


clared that he would die whether he was pur- 
ged or not: yet by no means would they agree 
to Purge him: affirming that as it was irregu- 
lar with regard to Practice, ſo in their Judg- 
ments was it abſurd. But at laſt we came to 
this agreement, that the following Catbartick 
{hould be taken at nine of the Clock. 
R. Decoct. Sen. Gereon. J iv. 
Sal. Mirabil. Glaub. J i. 
| Ag. Cinam. bord. 3 vi. M. | 
In the ſpace of about three Hours, he had two 
large Stools; which were both ſolid and black, 
as alſo extremely fetid. Mr. Bu//iere who was 
preſent, can teſtify how ſuddenly the Convul- 
ſions abated. The Fever much leſſened, and 
the Pulſe became ſtronger. The Coma, with 
which the Patient was greatly afflicted, vani- 
ſhed : after ſome Hours it returned, but not in- 
deed with the ſame violence as before. | 
Feb. 18. Every thing for the worſe, aud the 
Fever eſpecially extremely parching. There- 
fore a Veſicatory was a ſecond time applied to 
the Neck. In the Evening, ſince he was ſtill 
living beyond our expectation, and fince it 
ſeemedconvenient even now to try what Medi- 
cine might be able to effect, mention was made 
of Flos Sulphuris, When I enquired what ef- 
fects might be expected from that Medicine, I 
was anſwered that it might perhaps looſen the 
Belly, and poſſibly alſo raiſe ſome ſwelling: 
for that it was very efficacious in driving out 
the 
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the Humours, That it had been lately given 
ina like Caſe, whereby the Belly was very of- 
ten moved and the Patient reſtored to his 
Health. If it would looſen the Belly, indeed, 
I ſhould be very much pleaſed; for that was 
the only Method of Evacuation left, whereby 
we could ſeem to promiſe the Patient any ſafe- 
ty. He therefore took a Drachm of Sulpbur at 
twice. Which did not in the leaſt move the 
Belly. About Midnight, fince the Bliſter ran 
plentifully, He entirely recoverd his Senſes : 
no remains of the Delirium or Coma the Con- 
vulſions hitherto not fo moderate: the Fever 
wonderfully leſſened: and the Pulſe both ſtron- 
ger, and more diſtindt. His Face which ſeem- 
ed to have been well, broke out again with a 
freſh ſupply of Matter. He remained much in 
the ſame ſtate for about thirty Hours. 

Feb. 19. We were greatly pleaſed with this 
happy proſpect of a Recovery, and left Nature 
to perform her own Office. In the Evening, 
when we were conſulting about the means of 
Cure, I took occaſion to ſay ſomething of the 
advantage we had received from Evacuations e 
telling them that we had the plaineſt Reafons 
in the World for continuing the ſame Method 
of Cure, leſt the Diſeaſe ſhould return. The 
contrary was urged: it was true indeed, that 
the Diſtemper was greatly alleviated: but yer 
that did not proceed either from the Yeficatory, 
or from the Stools, but from the Sulphur. That 
it was a very difficult matter to determine, 

veral Remedies are applied, which 
F 3 aught 
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ought to have the greateſt ſhare attributed to 
it in removing the Diſtemper. I grant it: but 
it is proved by daily Experience; that a Fever 
and Delirium are 1 removed by Hliſters 


and purging Remedies, but it was never heard 
that they were carried off by a Drachm of Su- 

bur. Indeed thoſe Stools which had been 
procured, although they had not wholly broke 


the force of the Diſtemper, yet they had great - 


ly leſſened it: whereby the Belly was not ovly 
freed from a ſuperfluous, but alſo noxious Load, 
nor had any 1ll-convenience enſued, which was 
ſo much dreaded. The Purge ſeemed rather 
to have encreaſed the ſtrength, than to have 
exhauſted it; which if it had not been exhi- 
bited, there was danger, leſt the ſole force of 
the Veſicatory ſhould not be able to extricate the 
Patient out of this cruel neceſſity. Certainly 
if that load of putrid Matter which was carried 
off by Stool, had ſtill remained within the Bo- 
dy, there could have been hardly any hopes 
of receiving any advantage from any other 
Medicine. But was not there more eminent 
Danger from ſo much putridneſs contained in- 
wardly, than from a Medicine, which might 


diſcharge it from the Inteſtines? For, the Caſe 


itſelf clearly ſhews, that Nature oppreſſed with 
too great a Weight muſt ſink : that that Matter 


which cheriſhed and ſupported the Diſeaſe had 


not been ſufficiently exhauſted by the ſuppura- 


tion of the Pocks: and further, what way was 
there left of effecting this, of whichthere was 


ſo great a neceſſity, but by cauſing a gentle and 
= n continued 
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continued Purging by Stool; which could be 
done without any hazard of Life. For it 
might eaſily be obſerved, that making any E- 
vacuation whatever, whether by the help of 
Bliſters, or aClyſter, or Purges, the Diſtemper 
was greatly alleviated for a time, and the Pulſe 
perpetually ſtrengthned. As to purging Medi- 
cines, indeed, Sydenham prefers them to all o- 
ther Methods of Cure, in theſe putrid Fevers, 
which come upon the Smai-Pox: and that ce- 
lebrated Practitioner Radeliſ, aſſured me that 


the ſame Method had heen often inſtituted by 


himſelf, whoſe only aim in preſcribing Reme- 
dies, which he did with the greateſt reputati- 
on to himſelf, and no leſs advantage to the Pa- 
tient, was to follow Nature in all things as his 
Guide. So far indeed is this Method of Cure 
from being a modern Invention; that it may 
contend for Antiquity with the Diſtemper it- 
ſel For Rhages, who 1s the chief among 
the Arabian both with regard to Authority 
and Antiquity, and who firſt of all not only 
deſcribed the Small. Pax, but explained thoſe 


two kinds of them which we have at preſent, 


has delivered down to us in Writing this re- 
markable Caſe. In a Girl (ſays he, after the 
* Puſtles of the Small Pox were fallen off) 
there remained ſamething of an acute Fever, 
and I thought it to be the reſidue of the Hu- 
e mours which were not carried off by the Eva- 
* cuations, and that it could not be fuddenly 
* and at once wholly purged off by reaſon of ber 
* weakneſs, bawever I made ber take every 
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« Morning for fifteen Days Aquam Fructuum, 
** znd a Ptiſan, of which ſhe drank twice a Day, 
« and was by this means thoroug hl, cleanſed.” 
This Account of Rhazes is largely illuſtrated 
by Zacutus, who has alſo added a very perti- 
nent, and that no trifling, Remark to the obſer- 
vations he has mad: from this Caſe: © Altho 
* :he Ulcers in the Skin are not wholly dried 2 
4 very gentle Purge will be always uſeful, be- 
** cauſe we do not then regard the Small-Pox, 
te but anew Diſeaſe, which, ſinceè it ariſes from an 
* untoward Humour, if it be not purged off, may 
* commit ſuch Diſorders, which afterwards will 
* admit of a very difficult Cure, or none at all. 
But granting we had no Authority, no Ex- 
ample of this Method of Purging; yet, even 
from this very Experiment, which we our 
{elves have made, I imagine the Reaſon to be 
very plain, why we ſhould agree, at this time 
eſpecially, to inſiſt upon it. Which, if it was 
always hurtful, in this Extremity of the Diſ- 
eaſe, ought to have haſtned on Death, and 
not to have raiſed in the Patient ſome hopes of 
a Recovery. But ſhould we allow it no ſhare 
in the removal of the prefent Danger, it can- 
not be denied at leaſt, but that it may be per- 
ſued with the greateſt ſafety: that it has al- 
ready been made uſe of, whereby the Patient 
was greatly relieved, neither did any diſad- 
vantage follow. So groundleſs was the appre- 
henſion of too groat a Flux. However, even 
yet, they could not help frighting themſelves, 
bor that, if chis happened, che Parien would 
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de greatly endangered. Neither did they o- 
mit obſerving, that many things were dellver- 
ed by Sydenham, with an air of Aſſurance, 
which were not ſupported upon any founda- 
tion: for Example, that what he ſays about 
Riding as if it was as infallible a Remedy in 
a Tabes, as the Peruvian Cortex in an inter- 
mitting Fever, was refuted by daily Experi- 
ence. © What Syden 


bam has done in the other 
parts of his Writings, I will not take upon me 
to determine: in theſe which relate to the 
Small-Pex, he has handled them fo fully and 
accurately, that he ought juſtly to be prefer- 
red to every one who has treated of this Sub- 
jet. But what we find in him about giving 
Purging Medicines in this ſtage of the Diſeaſe, 
he has delivered in that Work a, with which 
he laſt obliged the Publick; as if it was the 
final determination of his Judgment, and which 
he had confirmed by long Trial and Experi- 
ence. In which Method of Cure he was ſo 
far from proceeding raſhly, that, if we may 
be allowed to ſay the Truth, he was rather 
over timorous; for he clogged it with too 
many Difficulties, and would not ſuffer it to 
be made uſe of, but when the Diffemper was 
going off b, but on the thirteenth Day, and 
not then unleſs Bleeding preceded: ſince we 
find it may be 2 with the utmoſt Safety, 
both without ing, and before the thir- 
teenth Day, and alſo when the Diſeaſe is at 
the hte: but a5 ho had learnt this late, 
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when he was advanced in Tears, ſo he n 
ed it with ſome fear-and-difadence. + 
But the Queſtion about Siiphur, was again 
n that it was a great nt of 
applying the ſame Medicine, fince it had fuc- 
ceeded ſo well; that there was no other Rule 
to be followed i in the choice of our Remedies; 
and that we might perhaps gain this Advan- 
tage, that a Tubercle might be thrown forth 
by the Sulnbur. I thought, for my part, it 
would be of little ſervice to preſcribe Sulnbur. 
becauſe unleſs it would looſen the Belly (which 
that it would not in the leaft do was ve 
plain from Experience) it would raife an Heat, 
and kindle the Fever anew; which we always 
find to be heightned by Dzaphoreticks. But, 
on the ather hand; it — athrmed, that it was 
a good cooler,, and that a very cold O was 
drawn from it. Certainly, if we eſteem them 
both according to their Vertues, there is a 
— difference between the Gy and the Flow- 
for every one, who is converſant in 
Ch ymiſtry, knows that there are two Parts, 
ba thoſe widely different, contained in Sul. 
phun; and that the Oy! may be rightly drawn 
off, thoſe Parts, of which the Flowers chnefly 
conſiſt, muſt neceſſarily be ſublimed by Fire: 
therefore, if the Bell ſhould grow Cald;: the 
Oyl would not ſo readily: be ſeparated. From 
an Hundred Pounds of native Szlphry, pro- 
ceed about five of Oy; out of the fame Quan. 
tity, when the Flowers are ſublimed, that 


Part, n is called the Chur Aae 
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does not exceed twenty Pounds. So that, 
fince the fixed and acid Parts bear no pro- 
portion to the volatile, Sulphur itſelf is al- 
ways accounted Hot: and | believe there is 
no Author extant, who does not rank it a- 
mong the hotter Medicines. If this Drug is 
ſo well adapted to cool the Humours, what 
Efficacy could it have, as is ſaid, towards 
driving them out? That it is Hot, is proved 
from its Effects; for it both provokes Sweat, 

and ripens cuticular Abſceſſes. That nothing 
could be more deſired than a Tubercle: how- 
ever, ſince there was no appearance of it, I 
could not eaſily underſtand, how the Flos Sul- 


pburis ſhould at laſt produce it. 


But in malignant Fevers Hippocrates him- 
ſelf made uſe of Swphur : this, however, is an 
egregious Miſtake. For tho' it is plain from 
Hiſtory, how wonderfully Hippocrates ſuc- 
ceeded in curing the Plague; yet, by what 
Medicine he performed it, is entirely unknown. 
There is not indeed the leaſt mention of it in 
Hippocrates's Writings. Neither is there any 
account in the Records of the Antients, that 
he drove away the Diſtemper with this Re- 
medy. Helmontius indeed, a very enthuſt- 
aſtick Writer, pretends that this Secret of 
Hippocrates was revealed to him by an Angel- 
which Fable is indeed tranſcribed by that good; 
Man Kircher, as a ſerious matter, and alſo il“ 
luſtrated with his own Commentaries. Theſe 
Perſons, however, declare that the deſign of 
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giving Sulpbur in the Plague, is to provoke 
Sweat; _ at the ſame 2 ſhow how it 
ought to be prepared to ſucceed happily. Moſt 
of the Moderns preſcribe Flower of Sul:bur in 
the Plague for the ſame End; and is therefore 

laced by them in the Claſs of Diaphoreticks, 
Har, ſuppoſing Hippocrates did preſcribe Sul. 
phur in malignant Fevers? How far would 
that prove it was proper or convenient in this 
Patient's Circumſtances? If we are allowed to 
reaſon after this manner, many Inſtances might 
likewiſe be produced, where Purging has been 
of very great Service, in the ſame kind of Fe- 
vers: which, what Efficacy it may have in 
the greateſt Extremity, 1s clearly proved by 
Riverins b. Beſides we have been promiſed 
that the Flower of Sulphur ſhould occaſion a 
Stool; but if this could be proved, ſuppoſing 
the Flower ſhould excite it, why may we not 
make uſe of a Medicine, which would un- 
doubtedly have the ſame Effect? Whether or 
no it would be a greater Injury to move the 
Belly twice with Lenitive EleFuary, or ſome 
fuch thing, than to have done the ſame by 
Flas Sulphuris * Why truly this had been gi- 
ven to a certain Patient, and it purged off the 
Humours very vialently: this was proof e- 
nough, that a moderate Flux in this Diſtem- 
could never be excited without Danger. 
And indeed this is abundantly evinced from 
Experience, how in this putrid Fever, even 
when matters have been brqught to the * 
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eſt Extremity, by the Belly being looſned 
ſpontaneouſly, or irritated by a Cly/ter, Health 
has been reſtored. At preſent we do not 
wholly deſpair of the Patient, he has Strength 
ſufficient to undergo. this kind of Medicine, 
and we have time enough to make the Experi- 
ment. For he was both recovered from- his 
Faintneſs, and paſſed his Time tolerably free 
from the Fever : His Pulſe was become ſtrong- 
er, and very nearly approached to its natural 
Slownefs: and likewiſe a laudable Sediment in 
his Urine. For his Urine gave very good 
ſigns thro' the whole Courſe of the Diſtemper, 
tho' it now and then, in the GComatoſe Fits, 
came away in a {mall Quantity, and that ſome- 
times involuntarily. Thus he paſſed this Day 
and the next. The Remedies already pre- 
ſcribed were repeated: for we came to no A- 
greement, either about the Sulphur or any 
Purging Medicines. | 
Feb. 20. In the Evening every thing inclin- 
ed to be worſe. I could hardly obtain a Ch- 
ter to be injected: which, leſt it ſhould ſeem 
to have been of too much Service, was pre- 
vented by BlVIng, 28 ſoon as poſſible, half a 
Drachm of Sulphur. | ey 
Feb. 21. In the Morning, we were inform- 
ed by the Perſons who ſat up with him, that 
he was relieved after the Clyſter came away, 
and had paſſed the Night quietly. So great 
were the Effects of having hea Sulphur ! But 
matters were found much otherwiſe: for both 
the Coma was returned; and all the other Evils 
were 
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were at this time encreaſed: nothing fubſided 
in the Urine. Blifters were applied to both 
Thighs. About Noon we preſcribed Calome- 
lanos gr. vili. with El. Lenit. J ſs. diſſol ved in 
Ag. Lats. But the Belly was not in the leaſt 
moved. Therefore, in the Evening, a Cly- 
ſter was injected, neither then did any thing 
come down but very ſparingly. N 
Feb. 22. He paſſed the Night very reſtleſs; 
very much diſturbed in his Mind; and ſeem- 
ed now near his End. However, about Mid- 
night, he took the ſame things again to move 
the Belly. Whereby he had three Stools; 
which was ſo far from carrying him off ſud- 
denly, who was already even in the Jaws of 
Death, that, 
FTeb. 23. In the Morning the Delirium en- 
tirely vaniſhed; neither was there any Faint- 
neſs or Convulſion remaining. But a weak 
Pulſe, and his Strength wholly exhauſted, 
When he had dragg'd on Life for ſome time 
in this manner, Feb. 24. He died univerfally 
lamented. ' Which Day, if we follow Syden- 
ham's Computation, is the four and twentieth 
of the Diſeaſe; for on the fir. of Feb. he was 
ſeized, and on the third the Small-Pox came 
out. So that it exceeded that Term by three 
Days, which Sydenham ſuppoſes to be the 
Bounds of this Diſtemper.. 

F have been the more full and prolix in the 
relation of this Caſe, with an intent only, 
that, ſince this Method of Purging was wee 2 
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cuſtomary or'-agreable''to the Sentiments of 
the generality of-Phylicians, the Reader might 
be able to judge * this diftin&t Explanation, 
what Efficacy it may have, and what good 
we may — — from it. Which 
kind of Medicine, I confeſs, has been fo little 
received into Practice, that I do not at all 
wonder that the moſt part are ſo greatly a- 
verſe to it. Let every Man enjoy freely his 
own Judgment: neither do I doubt but that 
thoſe Gentlemen, from whom JI have diſſent- 
ed, have Arguments enow to defend their ow 
Sentiments. They were pleaſed with theit 
own Opinion, I perhaps too much with mine. 
If any thing has been ſpoken with too great a 
Liberty, let it not be thought to have been 
done out of a Spirit of Contradiction, but with 
a defire of finding out the Truth in ſo impor- 
tant an Affair. Perhaps I may have been too 
ſharp and poſitive in this Caſe; both, becauſe 
was firmly perfuaded of the uſefulneſs of 
this Medicine, and alſo becauſc- I had the 
— — and Eſteem for that Noble 
outh. But let us give over this Argument, 
whence we can, at preſent, deduce nothing 
but matter of Grief and 8Sorroõp . 
To return, therefore, from hence we have 
digrefled; - I have been oftentimes obliged in 
Practice to have recourſe to purging Remedies 
in the Smei-Pox, when the Fever has not 
been at all abated; tho':the Puſtules were'dry- 
ing off. Which I have experienced to be ſo 
free from Danger, and ſo capable of being 


ſuc- 
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ſucceſsfully applied, that I might with good 
Reaſon am that the Lives of many have 
been preſerved chiefly by this Method of 
Cure. But that both the Time and Manner 
of inftituting this kind of Medicine may be 
better known, give me leave to ſelect this 
Caſe out of many, and that, as it ſeems to me 


Caſe II. 


NE — Brown, a Servant to Bamp- 
Hie, Bart. who was juſt recovered from 
the Small. Pox, fell into the ſame Diſtemper, 
— 6. 1710. The Puſtules aroſe about the 
Temples: which afterwards, proceeding ac- 
cording to the Manner of the Diſeaſe, covered 
over in great Numbers, not only the whole 
Face, but all his Limbs and Breaſt. They 
were both {mall and confluent; otherwiſe no 
ill Symptoms. TH | a4 

Fan. 9. He complained of a Swelling of 
the Jaws, and a difficulty in Swallowing: from 
which he was relieved by the Application of 
a Veſicatory. He reached the twelfth Day 
pretty well, without any grievous Complaint; 
on the Day before he had two Stools by the 
help of a Suppoſitory. The Puſtules were now 
all dried off: the Swelling was gone down on 
the Face, and abated-alſo ſome ſmall matter 
on the Hands. But on the twelfth Day from 
their Eruption (which is the fourteenth with 
Sydenham, and which is reckoned by him, 
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in tlie malignant kind to be extremely dan- 
gerous ) the Fever burnt vehemently, with 4 
quick and low Pulſe: the Skin appeared as it 
were of a Flame Colour: there was a ſubſul- 
tus Tendinum, a Delirium, and difficulty of 
Breathing. The foregoing Night he had no 
Sleep at all. In theſe — — Circumſtan- 
ces Sydenham preſcribes Bleeding; but does 
not allow the Belly to be moved by any means, 
before Blood is let c. | 
But that Regulation, which he ſeems to have 
followed, is not always the moſt convenient : 
therefore, altho it is ſometimes of very great 
ſervice to open a Vein, yet I thought myſelf 
obliged to depart from this Rule, both becauſe 
I judged from his Pulſe, that Blood ought by 
no means to be taken away, and alſo becauſe I 
have oftentimes obſerved in other Caſes, that 
the Strength was leſs diminiſhed by a gentle 
Purge, than by Bleeding: and like wiſe that this 
Method of Purging might be happily followed, 
when Bleeding had been omitted. 

Wherefore on the thirtzenth Day, namely, 
the 18th of Fanuary, he took Extract. Rudi. 
gr. xvj. diſſolved in Ag. Pon. C whereby he 
had four liquid, mucous, and ill; ſcented Stools. 
His Pulſe immediatly grew ſtronger : the De- 
lirium, however, and the Convulſions remain- 
ed. In the Evening, Blifters were applied to 
the Arms; and he took an hypnotick Draugbt, 
which was continued the ſucceeding Nights. 
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Fan. 19. No alteration of the Symptoms, al- 
tho the Bliſters had madea very great Diſcharge 
of Humours: at ten of the Clock he took Eled. 
Lenitiv, 3 ſs. diſſolved in Ag. La@. where 
having two Stools he was relieved. In the 
vening however every thing raged a- new with 
the Fever. I therefore ordered Bliſters to be 
applied to both Thighs. In the Night he had 
ſix Stools more like the former. 
Fan. 20. In the Morning, the Pulſe more 
ſtrong and ſedate; the Brain ſomething reliev- 
ed, tho' not wholly free. The Tremors re- 
mained. I preſcribed Morning and Evening 
for a Day or 2 Medicine compounded 
chiefly of Confei. acaſt. which ſnould neither 
check the Flux too much, or ſuffer the Strength 
to be worn away. This Day however he had 
to Stools. In the Night eight more. 

Jan. 21. The Pulſe was brought almoſt in- 
to good order, the other Symptoms likewiſe 
grew better. This Day he had four Stools. 

Jan. 22. The Fever, together, with the 
other train of Evils, went off. The Patient 
found his Strength renewed, altho' he had ſe- 
veral Stools for the three following Days, and 
was at length perfectly recovered. It is well 
worth obſerving in this Cafe, that he had al- 
moſt thirty Stools in the ſpace of four Days, 
even while his Fever was very high, and his 
Strength greatly afflicted; from whence how- 
ever he never found hunſelf to grow faint. 


Witness Anthony Baller, Apoth. 
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From this fingle Inſtance we may learn, how 
opportunely Purging Medicines may be appli- 
ed to this putrid Fever: and how thoſe Canons, 
as they are called, laid down by a late Author, 
are ſupported upon no foundation at all, 
namely, that a Cathartick, eſpecially of the 
* fronger kind, ought by no means to be given, 


&® expelled, by the Appetite and Temper being 
* hot e lefi abe Spirits languiſhing, the 
&« Poiſen confined within ſhould bring on aCaries 
* of the Bones, Hypercathavfis, or any other 
4grieuous Diſorder.” Many accidents, indeed, 
frequently happen upon the Small Po, many are 
related by him in the Caſes he produces: but if 
I may be allowed to ſpeak freely in this Mat- 


ter, great part of them ſeem to have happened 


chiefly upon this account, that a Purge was 
not timely enough preſcribed. At leaſt in 
thoſe two Caſes b where he tells us, That, at 
© the end of the Diſtemper e, the uſe of Cathar- 
* ticks was wholly deleterious, and brought on 
* Carles of the Bones.” Catharticks are ac- 
cuſed with great Injuſtice. For the Reader 
will I believe eaſily obſerve, that the Venom, 
to uſe the Author's expreſſion, had entire- 
ly inſinuated its deleterious Quality before the 
Cathartick was ordered: and that it could by 
no means be extinguithed, if that had not been 
given. But let him be, as he has been, ex- 
tremely averſe to this manner of Tunis: either 
becauſe this Method of Practice did not 11 
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him, upon the account of its novelty, or 
thoſe Perſons, perhaps, who made uſe of it, 
were not in his good Graces: do not let us wait 
with him, till the Venom ſhall have deſtroyed 
the Patients. 

However, be the Opinion of the Reader 
what it will concerning what has been ſaid, I 
perſwade myſelf I ſhall merit his regard by 
publiſning the Sentiments of the moſt celebra- 
ted Phyſicians in this Matter. Whatever there- 
fore remains farther to be ſaid upon this Argu- 
ment, may be found in thoſe learned Epiſt les, 
i ay they have been pleaſed to honour me 
with. 


To Dr. John Freind. 


DEAR SIR, 


Return you thanks for communicating to me 

that fingular Caſe inthe confluent Small-Pox 
and that it may plainer appear how fully I am 
of your Opinion, concerning the uſe and neceſſity 
of Purging in the ſecondary Fever, which at- 
tends the decline of that Diſtemper, I ſend you 
an Account of a certain Patient who was com- 
mitted to my Care; whoſe condition about the 
end of the Diſeaſe was much the ſame as that re- 
lated by you: beſides the Diſtemper itſelf, ſince 
in one Stage it wwas pretty mild, and in another 
extremely violent, ſeemed well worthy our obſer- 
Udalione 
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April 9. A Touth thirteen Years of Age 1was 
ſeized with that Species of Small-Fox, which 
Morton calls Coherent: it was attended alſo 
with a Delirium which continued even to the 
twelfth Day of April, although ten Veſicatories 
had been applied. 
April 18. Namely, the ninth Day from the 
Eruption of the Small-Pox, early in the Morn- 
ing the Swelling of the Face ſubſided; the Pu- 
ſtules were wholly cruſted over, and the Patient 
ſeemed almoſt out of danger. But in the After- 
noon he was ſuddenly ſeized with Tremors and 
Spaſms almoſt in all bis Limbs: but in a more 
remarkable manner were the Muſcles of the 
Neck and Head convnlſed. The Ptyaliſm was 
wholly ſuppreſſed, the Swelling of the Hands 
gone down, and a violent Fever alſo came on, 
with an unequal quick Pulſe, and a Delirium 
ſrequenth returning. This Night à Cardiack 
Bolus with a Julap was preſcribed, and Bliſters 
alſo applied below the Arm-pits. 

April 19. In the Morning the Spaſms were 
ſomething abated, but the Fever ſlill remained. 
Upon conſidering the Pulſe, I thought that any 
Blood could not be taken away ſafely, in orden 
therefore to make ſome Evacuation I ordered a 
Suppoſitory, with which he had but one, 
and that à very large Stool; whereby the 
Touth confeſſed himfelf greatly refreſhed. In 
the Evening the Cardiack Medicines were re- 
peated, and a paregorick Draught. Ae ſlept 
very quietly till Midnight, entirely free from Tre 
mors and Convulſions \ which yet returned again 


G 3 the 


> 


35 COMMENTARIES 
tbe next Morning about three with great Vio- 


lence. | 

April 20. Moſt part of the Scales were fallen 
off his Face; and almoſt all the Puſtulet upon 
the Trunk of his Body dried up; thoſe 
which were diſperſed over his Hands and Arms, 


* 


were flaccid and almoſt dried; the Fever in 
the mean time not at all abated. 
Therefore, ſince I found the Patient was 
mmuth better the foregoing Night after a Stool, I 
ordered a Clyſter ts be injefed this Day, which 


might move the Belly ſomething more than the 


Suppoſitory had done the Day before: the Cly- 
ſter being come away, he again took a Cardiack 
Bolus with the Julap: and upon this account, 
indeed, was I determined to continue the uſe 
of Cardiacks, becauſe upon taking them he al- 
ways fell into gentle Sweats, by which means 
the conuulſive Mot ions were for ſome time remo- 
ved, although the Fever was no wiſe abated, ex- 


Three very large Stools followed the uſe of the 
Clyſter, without the leaſt loſs of Strength; from 
this time. alſo the Delirium vaniſhed, and the 
Fever was abated, or rather wholly carried off. 
Therefore in this State of Affairs, being mo- 
ved by the Authority of Morton, I reſolved to 
try what the Cortex Peru would avail towards 
preventing the return of this Fever, which I or- 
arred to be given at due intervals. K w. 

But on the *1/ft Day, the Fever and Spaſms 
attacked bim again with great Violence: theye- 


fore anorber Clyſter was injected with the ſame 


five 


cept after the Evacuations made by Stool. 
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ſucceſs as the former : this Day and the three 
following the Cortex was daes however at 
a ſlated time boththe Fever, and Spaſms returned 
every Day. Therefore, after we had ſufficient- 
ly found, that the Fever, notwithſianding the 
4 of the Bark, returned daily, 1e. the 


their 
Office in throwing out the Sweat ;, I judged that 
the whole Matter might very ſa - be truſted 
to a Cathartick, which had hitherto ſucceeded 
fo happily : in the Evening therefore on the 234 
Day, I preſcribed a lenitive Potion, and gave 
aut her again on the Morning following : upon 


taking theſe, the Patient bad four very large 


fetid Stools, neither did be afterwards perceive 


any return of bis Fever or Convulſions. ' 


This is what I had to communicate to you 
at preſent;, from whence, as I imagine, it may 
be very clearly underſiood, not only what an ef- 
fedtua] Method ding Purging is in this kind of 
Fever, but alſo how little, ſetting Catharticks a- 
fide, every other kind of Medicine avails. I ſball 
be abundantly rewarded, if theſe Reaſoning ſbould 
be acceptable to you: for if ever I ſhould advance 
any thing which may be of ſervice to Phyſick, T 
ſhall always impute it to that intercourſe of Stu- 
dies, which has paſſed for many Tears between 


N. 6 I an 2 
l SIR, &c. 
chriſt· Church, W {- 
Oxon. 
Jul. 20. 1719. | 
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LEARNED SIR, 


BE ING ever ready to anſwer Tour Requeſts, 
i I ſhall endeavour to inform Tou, with the 
the greateſt Fidelity, z two Caſes particularly, 
among the many 75 ical ones I have curſorily 
colleded, becaufe, however imperfe#they may 
be, they are of a later Date. | 
While the Small-Pox were very Epidemick, 
I bad ſome friendly Diſcourſe with You, about 
Evacuations, and the various Methods of Eva- 
cuating in Eruptions of this Kind, as well as 
in other Feuers, which are called Putrid: there- 
fore, as this our familiar Converſation, ſo alſo 
Hall the following Caſes, more eſpecially regard 
this loathſome Epidemick Diflemper. 
Being called, two Months ſince, to a Gentle- 
woman about thirty or fourty Years Old, who 
laboured under the Small-Pox, and thoſe chiefly 
confluent, (as the Cuſtom is among the Phyſici- 
ans in this Diſtemper) I preſcribed Alexiphar- 
micks, and thoſe mild ones, till the ſixth or ſe- 
venth Day; afterwards Bliſters were applied to 
the Neck and Arms, and the Patient took every 
Night à paregorick Draught — a Cardiack 


Heat ſtill created great uneaſineſs, both to the 
Phyſician and thoſe who were about her, and 
the Patient had had no Stools fince the Erup- 
tion of the Pocks, ber Pulſe decreaſing, and her 
Tongue dry and growing Black, I ordered. a 
Clyſter of Ol, Lini, Syr. de Spin. Cerv. & 

FAA DDecock. 


Bolus. On the eleventh Day, ſince the feveriſh 
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Decoct. Com. pro. Clyſt. to he injeded. This 


producing two or three Stools in a ſhort Time, a 
very great Quantity of fetid and purulent Matter 
was diſcharged = the Inteſtines. From that 
Time her bard Pulſe became ſofter, her parched 
Tongue grew moiſt, and laſtly, her feveriſh 
Heat was much abated. She ſtill continued, I 
confeſs, feveriſh, but without any great Heat, 
for which Reaſon I did not ſet — the Uſe, 
as I ſaid before, of mild Alexipharmicks, two 
or three times a Day, nor the 'paregorick 
Draught at Night. But on the thirteenth Day, 
becauſe the Fever ſtill remained, and plainly 
threatned ſome Danger, I preſcribed (as I re- 
member) the following Cat bart ick. 

N Man. opt. Ji. diſſolve in Aq. Lad. Alex. 
3111. Colaturæ adde Pulp. Caſſiæ 3 ĩi. Aq. 
Pæon. Comp. Iſs. M. * 

Which gave her three or four gentle Stools : af- 
ter that, her Fever daily decreaſing, in a ſhort 
Time totally vaniſhed, and after three or four 
purging Potions, exbibited at Intervals, 
the Patient perfeFly recovered. | 


I will now give Nu a very ſhort Account of 
the Caſe of a Youth. Being bred in the Chun- 
try, he came to this City with a Deſign, per- 
haps, to viſit bis Friends. After ſome Days he 
was ſeized with a very malignant Kind of 
Small-Pox; kheing called to him on the fifth 
Day, I preſcribed Alexipharmicks, and order- 
ed Bliſters to be applied. On the eleventh J 
4dviſed a Suppoſitory to looſen the Bely, which 

5 had 
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bad been bound up thro* the whole Courſe of the 
Diſeaſe; on the next Day a Chiſter was inje#- 
ad. But neither was be freed from the Fever, 
ar tbe other Symptoms, which were outrageous: 
for the Heat was extremely intenſe; attended 
with a Difficultly of Breathing; and — Deliri- 
um coming on at times. Judging, therefore, 
that all our Hopes were to b fanded on Eva- 
cuants, on the thirteenth Day I ordered a gentle 
Purge: which being a ſecond time — and 
the Patient delivered out of various, and thoſe 
greath dangerous, Streights, was at laft per- 
 fellly cured. And indeed this Method of Cur: 
(which is founded chiefly upon Catharticks) 4. 
T have tried it in abundance of Patients, fi 
baus T experienced it to have very rarely failed, 
J will not give You any further Trouble. 
Candidly therefore accept of my Compliance, as 
due to your Priendſbip, to your Merit, and laft- 
ly to your Requeſts For Tou may always dc- 
pend, Sir, upon my Service, if there ſhould be 
any thing wherein I can poſſibly gratify Tou- 


June 20. Yours, 


; 1710. 


H. LEVET IT. 
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«ad: a 


OU defire, Sir, that I would deliver to Tou 

in Writing, my Opinion of the Uſe of Bleed- 
ing and Purging in the confluent Small-Pox, 
afier a full Eruption of the Puflules e I ſbal 
endeavour therefore to anſiver your Requeſt, f 
not in the moſt elegant, yet in the beſt manner 


[ can. 
In the confluent Small-Pox, as long as the 


Swelling of the Face and Inflammation remain, 


and the Ptyaliſm proceeds regularly, I think 
we ought wholly to abſtain from Bleeding and 
Purging (after the ſame manner as in the ripe- 
ning of a Boil.) - Namely, left thoſe Evacua- 
tions ſhould interrupt the ſeparation of the mor- 
bid Matter from the Maſs of Blood, and the 
diſcharging it by the Puſtules, as by ſo many 
Phlegmons, which is tbe only thing that Na- 
ture at preſent endeavours. For it is the Duty 
of the Phyfician to aſſiſt, and not obſiru# Na- 
ures ma | 

Farther, in the Progreſs of the Diſtemper, if, 
when the Face r- a, and the * 
liſm to decreaſe ( which happens on the ninth, 
or tenth, or, at leaſt, on the eleventh Day) if, 
at this Time, I ſay, the Hands are Swellad as 
they ought to be, and no il Symptoms appear, 
neit her Bleeding or Purging is, in n Opinion, 


yet in the lraſt indicated; but the Bufi- 


neſe is rightly committed to Nature, Tet, in 
ſber fhage of the Diſeaſe, I every Day order a 
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Clyſter to be injeFed, with a Deſign to throy 
off the Faces from the Bowels, and abate the 
violence of the Fever. | 

However, the Face ſubſiding on the afore- 
ſaid critical Days, as often (which too fre. 
quently happens ) as the Puſtules of the Hoch 
are not turgid with digeſted Pus, nor the Hand; 
ſwelled, hee (namely, from the morbid Mat. 
ter remaining in the Maſs of Blood, and cor. 
rupting it) ariſes @ burning Fever; a ſbort and 
quick Reſpiration enſues, a reſtleſſneſs of the 
Body, and an obſtinate Watching, not to be 
overcome by Narcoticks; as often indeed as the 
Patient is troubled with theſe dreadful Symp- 
toms, it is incumbent upon the Phyſician to 
draw off the peccant Humonurs by Bleeding and 
gentle Purges, and to relieve the Patient by al 
poſſible means. | 
_ Laſtly, in the confluent Small-Pox, tho the 
Face and Hands, and the Puſtules of the Body, 
ſbould have been oy Swelled, as to Meaſure 
and Time, and the Spittle have * very co- 

iouſly for a proper Time; if yet, the Spittin 

you Abe [be aforeſaid 12 nom Fal dme, 
the Fever ſhould however (which, in this Spe- 
' cies of the Diſeaſe, generally happens) perpe- 


itcally remain very violent, and the Symptoms, 


1 from it (namely, a difficulty of Breath- 
ing, Watchings, Anxieties, with a pale and 
thin Urine.) ſhould affelt the Patient without 
intermiſſion; in this Caſe, the Phyfrian is un- 
der a neceſſity of diminiſhing the Quantity. of 
| Pld by opening a Vein, (namely, that * & 
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ther part may flow more freely thro' the Veſſels 
and to diſcharge the morbid Mater (which can 
no longer paſs off the Puſtules, which are now 
indurated and cruſted over) by Purges fre- 
quently repeated. For theſe Evacuations being 
omitted, it always happens, that either the a- 
foreſaid Symptoms are daily encreaſed, and 
prove fatal between the twelfth and twenty 
fourth Day; or the putrid Humour is extrava- 
ſated in the Lungs, and corrupts their Veſicles, 
whereby the Patient leads a miſerable Life for 
a little while, and in a ſbort Time expires ta- 
bid. 

A difficulty of Breathing, at the coming on 
of the Criſts (than which, this Diſeaſe bas not 
4 more dreadful Omen) is happily and ſolely 
relieved by Bleeding; which, unleſs it be per- 
formed immediately, when this Symptom is ur- 
gent, any farther deliberation is prevented by 
a ſuddenly approaching Fate. 

But he Bleeding does relieve a difficulty of 
Breathing, yet it not only not reſirains the 
bloody Urine, as often as it ſeizes the Pa- 
tient in this * but encreaſes it, and 
baſtens on Death, already at the Doors. How- 
ever I have removed this dire forerunner of im- 
pending Fate, (by giving Camphire twice in a 
Day, and a large Quantity of Acids) and re- 
lieved the dying Patient for a Time: but, to 
confeſs the Truth, I bave never obſerved any 
one Perſon, affeFed with the Smail-Pox, who 
made bloody Urine, ſurvive the ſixteenth Day 


from the Eruption. " 
| oy | Neither 
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Neither am I deterred from Bleeding, as of: 
ten as a difficult Reſpiration indicates it by 4 
low and ſmall Pulſe. For I baue oftentimes 
obſerved, that upon the Evacuation of the 
Blood, the Artery bas vibrated more firongly: 
whence it is plain that the obſcureneſs of the 
Pulſe was not owing to a Decay of the Strength, 
but to the Load of offending Humours. How. 
ever, in ſuch dangerous Circumſtances, it i 
2 to try an uncertain Remedy, than none 
at all. 

Ibave obſerved that ſome Phyſicians violent- 
ly condemn Bleeding in the Small-Pox : for theſe 
Gentlemen ſuppoſe the Eſſence of this Diſeaſe, 
to conſeſt in a certain Malignity, hing about 
the Heart, and imagine it to be the Duty of 
the Phyſician, to drive this Malignity to the 
extream Parts, by the help of the hotter Alexi 
pharmicks, and therefore blame Purging, as 
being a means to draw the Infection from the 
Circumference (as they phraſe it) to the Cen- 
ter. But this Hypotheſis is built upon a falla- 
cious Foundation. For, the Diſeaſe, of which 
we are treating, is of the inflammatory Kind; 
therefore no one can Cure it ſkilfully, but he 
who checks the Ebullition of the Blood, and by 
that means promotes the ſeparation of the pu- 
trid Matter, and its expulſion. by the Puſtules. 
For while the Fever rages, and the Blood is a- 
gitated with too quick and turbid a Motion, 
Nature cannot ſeparate the morbid Particles, 
and protrude them thro' the Habit of the Boay, 
which cannot be done but gradually and ſlowly, 

Bi 
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But as aften at Nature is not ble to throw off 
the whole Load, by the Puſtules, upon the uc. 
count of the vaſi Quantity of "morbial Murter; 
it is Lawful, nuy, it is the Duty of the Plys 
fician to afſiſt the Patient, and to bring off the 
morbid Humour by Art, which. Nature has not 
Strength enough to jet. But Purging ir 
pointed out even by Nature berſelf, ar an E. 
vacuat ion the beſt adapted to anſwer this 'Indi- 
cation. For in the confluent Small-Pox, le- 
cauſe the Diſcharge of the 'putyid Humdur, 
does not proceed ſo happily by the loo awd more 
depreſſed Puſtules of this Species, as in the 
larger ones of the diſcreet Kind; (therefore Nees 
ture hath providently ſubſtituted a Ptyaliſm, 
9f the -Dif- 
charge by the Puſtules. But in tenuer Infants 
(which know not how to Spit) a Diarrhæa 
ſupplies the Place of the Ptyaliſm, which con- 
ſlantly attends this Diſtemper, as if it was 'as 
neceſſary to the preſervation of Life in theſe, 
as a Spitting, or elevation of the Puſtules in 
Adults. Therefore, whoever checks theſe Stools, 
by an unſeaſonable application of Aſtringents, 
certainly deſtroys his Infant Patient. 

Since then in Children, labouring under this 
Diſtemper, Nature herſelf deſignedly carries off 
by Stool that part of the morbid Matter, "which 
ſhe is not able wholly to ' Diſtharge-by the Pu- 
ſtules : without doubt the Phyſician attempts 


nothing "whioh is "abſurd, who, treading in 


Nature's - Steps, endeavviirs alſo in Adults to 
carry downwards, with a Purge, That: peccant 
Humour 
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Humour, which cannot be thrown off by tl 
Habit of the Body. | 

From what has been ſaid it is plain, that 
in tbe confluent Small-Pox, after an imperfet 
Criſis, Bleeding and Purging are for the moſ 
part requiſite toward the Patient's Recovery, 
This Pradice is indeed pointed out by Reaſon, 
and confirmed by Experience: for I have known 
many, by this Method, delivered even from the 
Zaws of Death. | 

Thus haue You, Sit, my Sentiments concern- 
ing your Requeſts, and tho with little Orna- 
ment, yet with great Fidelity are they deliver 
ed; for many Tears have I carefully adapted 
my Practice to this Opinion, neither have I cb. 
ſerved any thing hitherto, from the Event, 
which ſhould lead me to alter either my Mind 
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Dear SIR, Mt 

T length I perform my Promiſe, and ſend 
A You - Writing, according to your deſire, 
that Method which I obſerve in the Cure of 
the Small-Pox, together with ſome Examples, 
which illuſtrate and alſo confirm it. 


Our 
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Our Diſcourſe, as I remember, was about 
the Diſeaſe, when it is at the big beſt, and in 
what manner the Patient is at that Time to be 
managed; I ſaid that I had for ſeveral Tears 


experienced it to be very ſerviceable, in moſt 
Caſes, at leaſt, to looſen the Belly: Ih 
now, in a few Words, explain to Tou, with 
what Deſign, and alſo with what Caution, 1 at 
firſt did it. 3 
Our Phyſicians are generally ſo ſollititous a- 

bout the Puſtules, that they appre bend almoſt 
every Evacuation to'be dangerous, left 7 
interrupt the Concoction of the corrupted Mat- 
ter, or hinder its Propulfion outwards. 

Sydenham places all Hopes in the Swellin 
of the Face and Hands; when, nevertheleſs, 
we daily ſee Perſons die, whoſe Skin is ex- 
tremely Swell:d; neither, according to his own 
Confeſſion, in a great many Caſes, tan that ſa» 
lutary Tumor be promoted by any Art. 

Morton, while he is wholly engaged in mar- 


ſvalling the animal Spirits againſt 2 morbid 


Venom, ſo aſſiduouſiy encounters the deleteri- 
ous Enemy with the botteſt Alexipharmicks 
as bis auxiliary Forces, that he raiſes freſh 
Tumults in the Blood, and kindles that Fever 
which be ought to have reſtrained; hence thoſe 
very Caſes he has produced, manifeſtly ſhow, 
that moſt of the Patients, which he had the 
Care of, either periſhed by being burnt up, or, 
at leaſt, eſcaped ſo as by Fire, | 
To me this matter 1 8 to be thus; in 
that Kind, which is by Sydenham called the 


regular 
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regular Confluent, when in the decline of the 
Diſtemper, the Face bas ſubſided, a putrid Fe- 
ver ic brought on by that corrupted Matter, 
which is either not yet converted into Pus, or 
thrown back from the Puſtules into the Blood; 
which manifeſts itſelf by an Heat, Reſtleſſneſs, 
and the like Symptoms; and unleſs it be reme- 
died, uſually carries off the Patiem within two 
or three Days; ſometimes, indeed, it is protrat- 
ed for ſeveral Days. 

But bow various ſoever the Symptoms may 
prove, yet it is common to them all, to require 
(ome kind of Evacuation : For the moſt part the 
Patient grows Hot on the ninth or tenth Day 
fromthe firſt eruption of the Puſtules, with à dry 


Tongue, very firong Pulſe, and a difficulty of 


Breathing; in this Caſe, a Clyſter being in- 
jected about Evening, to looſen the Belly, on 
the next Day I order à gentle purging Potion, 
and in the Evening, if needful, a narcotick 
Draught. | | 
In this kind of Diſtemper, the Hands and 

Feet ſwell: but ſo far is Purging from check- 
ing or repreſſing it, that I have always obſerved 
it to proceed more happily after it. | 

But it often happens, eſpecially in the worſt 
kind of this Diſeaſe, that the Patient is feve- 
riſb, with a ſmall and languid Pulſe, without 
any remarkable Swelling of the Hands; and 
the Strength being greatly decayed, be is ra- 
ther benumbed, than parched with Heat. 

In this Diſorder, Bliſters are to be applied 
to the Arms and Legs; nor yet muſt we abſtain 

* | from 
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from all manner f Purgings however, it 
ought to be extremely mild, and ſuited to the 
Strength of tbe Patient, and repeated by Inter- 
vals; for a Solution of the Belly is ſo murb 
the more neceſſary, when the Parts are nat 
Stwelled, becauſe, in moſt of theſe Caſes, 4 
great Part of the Sanies, which is in the Pu- 
ſtules, is not converted into Pug. er 

This ought to be univerſally obſerved, that 
a greater regard be had to the Strength of the 
Patient, than to the Puſtules: the Propulfion 
of the morbid Matter, which ought to be made 

the Skin, is now. entirely finiſhed; the Hu- 
mour therefore, which threatens any Danger, 
ought to be carried off by other Paſſages. The 
falivary Canals now lay aſide their Office, and 
that Liquor, which flowed thro' them almoſt 
from the beginning of the Diſtemper, now grows 
viſcid, and is difficultly ſpit out. The Diſ- 
charge of Urine, if it bath perhaps been large 
and eaſy for ſome Days, is, however, very . 
ten, at this time, voided with difficulty, and 
in leſſer Quantities than uſual. The inteſtinal 
Glands therefore remain to be purged, which 
are ſo much the more adapted to derive the 
— Humour from the Blood, as they na- 
turally expel graſſer Humours. | 

But I ſhould bave obſerved, that not only at this 
Time, but alſo on any Day of the Diſtemper, 
Blood ought immediately to be taken away, if the 
Patient ſhould be ſeized with @ difficulty of 
Breathing; if a Phrenſy ſhould come on, or there 
ſhould be any other ſigns of too great a feveriſh 
Heat, © H 2 From 
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From innumerable Inſtances,” which I am 


furniſhed with by daily Experience, I ſball onhy 


felet a few, that I may ſhow bow this Pradice 
may be accommodated to a variety of the moſt 
difficult Caſes. „ens 

A Touth about ſixteen Years old, had bis 
Head and Hands greatly Swelled on the ninth 
Day of his Illneſs; he was aitacked alſo by a 
Fever, with a great Heat about the Precordia, 
a difficulty of Breathing, and Delirium. Im- 


'mediately I xvi. of Blood were taken from the 


Arm, and I preſcribed Pil. Ruth 3 ſs. and ten 
Hours after, fence he had had no Stool, Ele. 
Lenitiv. 3vi. having been much purged, he 


took an anodine Draught; by thu the Fever 


was ſo much abated, and the Symptoms alle- 
viated, that he in a ſhort time recovered be- 
yond expectation, altho he had been 15 mi ſe- 


rably affiited with this Diſtemper, that, the 


Tunica Cornea in both Eyes, being vitiated by 
the Puſtules, he was Loprived of his Sight, 
and loſt the greateſt Comfort of Life. 

In a Youth or two more, afflicted much in 
the ſame manner, I bave happily experienced, 
that we ought not in the leaſt to abſtain from 
this Medicine, altho (which often happens) fre- 

ent Exanthemata ſhould ariſe in the Intervals 
of the Puſtules, and terrify the Standers by 
with the Notion of a Malignity; for theſe do 
not ſolve the Fever, but denote the Quantity 


and Lentor of the morbid Matter; whereby it 


becomes the more neceſſary, at due Intervals, 
ſeveral times to looſen the Belly. 


Is 
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In a Girl of five Years of Age, there ap- 
peared among the Puſtules, from the firſt Days 
of her being taken Ill, here and there purple 
and livid Spots; and on the ninth Day her 
Hands ſwelled; on the tenth Day the Belly 
was moved by taking of Lenitive Electuary; 
the Day after ber Forehead, which had been 
cover d over as it were with a white Bladder, 
became of a livid Colour, this I ordered to be 
fomented with warm Spirit of Wine, ſhe ſlept 
every Night with the help of a narcotick Me- 
dicinez on the fourteenth Day, the Swelling 
of the Hands beginning now to diminiſh, ſhe 


was again purged; as alſo on the ſixteenth 


Day; and now that black Cruſt, which had 
defiled her Face, began to divide, and tho' it 


broke off ſlowly, it promiſed, however, certain 


Hopes of a Recovery. 

It happens ſometimes, but rarely, that to- 
wards the End of the Ilineſs, that the Diſeaſe 
ſobould as it were bud forth again, and freſh 
Puſtules ariſe under the ſucceeding with which 
the Skin is covered over; whereby, according 
to the Quantity of the Humour, the Diſtemper 
is protracted even beyond the twentieth Day: 
this I obſerved lately in a noble Lady forty Tears 
Old of @ groſs Habit of Body, in whom there 


_ was Matter ſufficient to raiſe the Pocks, even. 
- the third time; by this means there was occa- 
ſioned a continued Ulceration over all ber Limbs, 


with Cruſts ſucceeding one another even to the 
twenty eighth Day, ſo that from ber Ying fo 
long il], the Ulcers in ber Loins ſhow'd ſome dau- 
.: „ er 
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er of a Gangrene: on the twelfth Day ſhe was 
Parged with a gentle Potion: on the fifteenth 
the Swelling of the Hands, which bad continu- 
ed to this Day, ſubſiding, I found it neceſſary 
to Purge ber again; and ſhe repeated her Purg- 
ing every three or four Days till the Diſtemper 
was entirely gone off, ber ulcerated Body being 
at laſt perfettly Cured, after a long neſs. 

In very calamitous Caſes Nature herſelf ſome- 
times removes all doubt about Purging, while 
foe throws the noxious Matter upon the lower 
Parts, and continues for ſome Days a Flux of 
the Belly; when this happens, the Belly ought 
to be one tohile bound another looſned, ſo, that 
the Strength may not be waſted by too many 
Stools. By this Method was a moſt noble Youth, 
eighteen 1 Old, very lately Cured. On the 
ſixth Day bis Face, without any Swelling, re- 
ſembled Parchment; there were no ſigns of any 
Suppuration; wherefore Bliſters were applied 
to his Limbs, which I obſerved to draw off 
more Humour than ordinary. Onthe ninth Day, 
his Hands being hardly any where ſwelled, a 
Diarrhza came on; this by the frequent taking 


of Confect. Fracaſtorii and Rhubarb was ſo 
8 that the Patient had, however, at 
leaſt three or four Stools daily; on the four- 
teenth, the Membrane of the Face being broke, 
the Skin appeared underneath corroded by a thin 
Sanies, the Scales not falling off entirely before 
the twentieth Day; the Belly however was kept 
2 al thes while, in the manner juſt mention 

_ Aud 


for me to bave complied wit 
given a proof herein what Influence your Com- 
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And indeed, that I may conclude, T hardly 
ever ſaw any one ſeized violently with this Di- 
ſtemper eſcape, who was not reſtored at the de- 
cline of the Fever, either by a plentiful diſcharge 
of Urine, or a Flux of the Belly. To 9 no- 
thing of Infants, who are generally freed from 
any danger, by having the Body open thro the 


whole Courſe of the Diſtemper. 


This, learned Sir, is what I had to commu- 
nicate to you; I deſire you would make ſuch an 
uſe of it, that while you accurately weigh this 
Reaſoning of ours, you may diſcern what Influ- 
ence it may have even in other Fevers ſome- 
times, which are but ſlowly and difficultly ſolved. 
Indeed, this Method of Cure has ſucceeded ſo 
bappily with me, that I think it is for the In- 
tereſt of Mankind it ſbould be made publick. 
But of this judge you, as you 2 ʒ it is enough 

your Requeſt, and 


mands have upon me, 
* 1 on, 
Sept. 1. 1716 | Dear Sir, &c. 
RICHARD MEAD. 
H 4 1 


l f N 
1704 CoMMENTARIES 

I will not refuſe the Reader a Cafe which 
the Learned Dr. Gibbons communicated to me. 
For it is a.very rare one. He, when he lived 
at Oxferd, was ſent for to viſit a certain Pa- 
tient, who had then laboured under the Small. 
Pox for nine Days. They were greatly crowd- 
ed, depreſſed, and confluent ; the Face was e- 
very where covered over with them in ſuch a 
manner, as plainly to reſemble an Honey- comb. 
A violent and continued Fever, ſo that the Pa- 
tient ſeemed almoſt ready to expire. There- 
fore ſince this experienced Practitioner per- 
ceived that nothing more could be thrown off 
by the cuticular Paſſages, he reſolved to at- 
tempt ſome other way, whereby he might re- 
lieve Nature, He therefore preſcribed an O- 
piate that Night; on the next Morning, 
namely, the tenth Day, a gentle Purge, which 
anſwered very well. The Opiate was repeated, 
and on the eleventh Day alſo the Cathartick: 
on the twelfth a Purge was ordered again, fo 
much indeed to the Patient's advantage, that the 
Feyer, altho not wholly gone off, was yet greatly 
abated. Therefore fince there was abundance 
of Blood, and the ſtrength ſeemed ſufficient, 
on the thirteenth Day he opened a Vein: on 
the fourteenth and fifteenth he yery 3 
tried the ſame Experiment, which was attend- 
ed with remarkable ſucceſs. For by making 
theſe Evacuations for ſiæx Days continually, 
the Patient was perfectly freed from his Di- 
 Armper, 1 nnn 
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To the Celebrated 
Dr. Ric HARD Mean. 


1IVE me leave, Sir, to entreat not only 
the obligation of a Letter from you, but 
alſo to return it to you again: for your Per- 
miſſion” to Publiſh what you bave Writ con- 
cerning the Sinall-Pox, deſerves great thanks 
as well upon my account, as that of all 
Readers, who, being moved by the weight 
both of your Reaſoning, and alſo your Autho- 
rity, will eafily, I perceive, come into your 
Opinion. 

For, with regard to the Deſign of moving the 
Belly, you have clearly explained, bow very apt- 
h it agrees with the Motions of Nature; who 
oftentimes attempts this Method of removing the 
Diſtemper herſelf, for the moſt part very commo- 
diouſly bears it when attempted by Art. For as 
there is ſcarce any ſo weakned by the Diſtemper, 
as not to be able to bear this Purging, eſpecially 
when it is very gentle; ſo alſo is it plain from 
Experience, that the ſtrength is rather recruit- 
ed than diminiſhed by it, if it be but moderate. 
Of which we had a ſurpriſing Inſtance in a 
Touth about eleven Years Old, who was deliver- 
ed from extreme danger by the joint advice of 
us both: which becauſe it contains in it ſome- 
thing very uncommon, you will give me leave, 


fo recollect in a few Words. 


bs 
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In this Lad the Puſtules were diffuſed over 
the whole Body in clufters : the order of Nature 
being ſo little preſerved, that when they onh 
cobered in the Face, about the Limbs they in 
many Places ran together. The Skin dry, and 
rigid like Scales. When the Eruption was aver, 
zbe Fever, which very rarely happens, was no- 
thing at all abated. In the Progreſs of the Di. 


| flemper, not the leaſt Spitting: hardly any marks 


guid, He had no _ the two preceedin 


of a Pus : however moſt of the Bladders were 
led with an humour ſo very thin and acrimonious, 
that when they were at laſt broke, they corrod- 
ed the Skin, as if Oil of Vitriol had been pour- 
ed upon it, Wherefore there was a neceſſity of 
covering the Limbs all over with a Cerate. On 
the ſixth Day be had a continual defire of mak- 
ing Water, which laſted four Days. The Urine 
was in the mean time voided, but in extreme 
ſmall Quantities, On the eighth, inthe Inter- 


ſlices of the Pocks, there 222 a new kind 


of Puſtules, not unlike the Seeds of Millet. 
And, indeed, when theſe come upon the Small- 
Pox, as alſo the difficulty of making Water, 
they are commonly eſteemed exceeding il 
Signs, The Face was not in the leaſt ſwelk 
ed, and the Fever continually remained, the 
Pulſe both quick, and, alſo, ſomething lan- 


Nights ; ſo that at times be rambled in bis Talk 
By the application of a Bliſter he was ſomething 
more compoſed. On the ninth Day, be bad 
three Stools. Therefore fince there was no ſup- 


puration of the Puſtules, and nothing more _ 
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be brought off from the Blood by the Skin, judging 
therefore that it was our duty to follow the gui- 
dance of Nature, we ordered him to be Purged in 
the following manner. Namely, In the Evening, 
we preſcribed Rhubarb 91. which on the tenth 
moved him four times. The ſame Medicine be- 
ing repeated again, on the eleventh he had five 
Stools, on the twelfth three; on the thirteenth, 
with taking Rhubarb 31s. in the Morning, be 
had five Stools ; on the fourteenth two. He 
paſſed the fifteenth and ſixteenth Days with 
very great uneaſineſs and watchings. For the 
Fever, which had continued ever fince the firſt 
attack of the Diſtemper, was not yet abated. 
be Pulſe, however was ſomething ſtronger. On 
the ſeventeenth Day, the lower part of bis 
Heel was ſo affected with a Sphacelus, Ha by 
thruſting in a Probe no ſenſation could be exci- 
ted. It pervading even as far as the Perio- 
tn Wl fewn, the Bone itſelf did but juſt eſcape. But 
neither did this grievous Accident deterr us from 
all- W on Intention; for tho, if we regard the Morti- 
„ Wl fication, no Method of Cure may ſeem more im- 
10 proper, than Purging: however, ſince the reſto- 
ell. ring of his Strength depended wholly upon bis 
being gently purged, we ſaw no reaſon, notwith- 
an. ſtanding the coming on of the Sphacelus, to de- 
ing fift from this kind of Relief. Therefore, xii. 
gr. of Rhubarb being given about Night, on 
77 the eighteenth be had to Stools, On the nine- 
teenth the Fever much abated. Wherefore, the 
17 Rhubarb being 7 + Ig to a Jl. on the twen- 

%  #i*th it produced five Stools, The- corrupted 


ts and 
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and dead Part began to ſeparate from the ſound 
Fleſh, which was now duly inflamed, and diſlil. 
kd a ſmall Quantity of Pus; neither did the 
Sphacelus creep any farther. On the twenty 
third be bad three conſiftkent and ſolid Stool, 
Nevertheleſs the Fever was not yet wholly gone 
off. Therefore on the twenty fifth, we pre- 
ſcribed DecoR. Sen. Gereon. 311. Mannz 3fz, 
which gave him ſix Stools. From this Time the 
Fever entirely vaniſhed; and now we began to 
entertain ſome hopes that the Tout — cer- 
zainly recover, whom we ſuſpetted of being in 
danger of falling into a Conſumption. | 
Tun fee, Sir, hom freely I uſe your Patience, 
in relating thoſe things, with which Tou are 
ſo perfect acquainted : which yet Tou will the 
eaſier bear from me, ſince, I endeavour to make 
others alſo underſtand tbem. The Species of the 
Small-Pox are found indeed to be exceeding va- 
rious and ununiform; which Diſſimilitude, al- 
tho it is ſo very great, has not hitherto been 
diligently — obſerved by Authors. How- 
ever, in all the different Kinds, altbo the Pu- 
' Rules are drying off, if the Fever ſhould ſtill con- 
tinue, preſent Relief may be bad from Evacu- 
_ ants: for that kind of — which is 
made by Stools, not only delivers the Patients 
oftentimes from the danger of Death, about the 
' ninth or the eleventh Day, but averts that 
train of Evils, which generally ſucceed the 
2 mare powerfully than any other Me- 
licine. 


I ſuſped 
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¶ ſuſpe& it too frequentiy happent, that this 
ep is — — — get ( at 
leaſt if it hach continued a long Time) it might 
very commodiouſly be cured: but ſurely\ it does 
not become the Phyſician, entirely to caſt away 
all Hopes, but to try all the means of Art, 
which have either been confirmed by Experi- 
ence, or ſuggeſted by Reaſon; eſpecially when 
the Diſeaſe it ſelf affords: an opportunity of ma- 
king a trial. for it uſually happens, that it 
does not deſtroy the Patients by any ſudden 
Shock, but bolds them for many Days, to the 
twentieth, to the thirtieth, and ſometimes al- 
ſo even to the fourtieth, ſo that at laſt they 
waſt away plainly Hectick. 

Some Perſons are very ſcrupulous about Pur- 
ging before the Fever is wholly gone off : nay, 
when the Fever is removed, they will not pre- 
ſcribe Purging Medicines till many Days after. 
With what deſign this is done, for my Part, 
I cannot 2 : for if there be no Fever, 
without doubt the Body ought to be purged the 
very firſt opportunity; if — be one, there is 


bardly any other means of attaining a Cure. 


The ſame Gentlemen, when the Fever has been 


outragiouſly violent, place their only Hopes al- 
moſt, either in a very plentiful flux of Urine, 
or the continuance of the Swelling of the Limbs, 
or the Ptyaliſm : but why may we not alſo bring 
away this febrile. Matter by the Inteſtinal Paſ- 
ſages ? but I will not enter into a Controverſy 
with theſe Gentlemen; left I ſhould be under 4 
Neceſſity, ſome Time or other, of diſputing with 

tho ſe 
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thoſe Perſons, who contend that the Small. Por MW ch 
may either be prevemted by. Art, or alſo con. |; 
ueyed by 1 wungg $04 1h 1h 
Nun know very well, with how little Advan 5. 
tage, or rather, with bow great Danger, Dia. ſo 
phoreticks, Alexipharmicks, Cortex Peru, &. re 
upon tobich t hoſe Perſons ſolely depend, are thrown | «+ 
in during this Violence of the Diſtemper e and i: tt 
is alſo perfectly knomn to uu, that if Purging in 
be rightly inſtituted, hardly any other Cardiack MW gi 
Medicines are required by Nature, than ſuch W a 
as are made from Opium. B 
Go on, excellent Sir, in uſual Manner, 0 
both to cultivate the Knowledge of our Art by 
your Learning, and alſo to maintain its Dignity 
by the Reputation of your Name. 


I am, 


Sir, &. 
Nov. 26. 1716. 


IohN FREIN p. 


There is alſo another kind of Diſtemper, 
and that a very dangerous one, in which alſo, 
when tlie Fever is not in the leaſt abated, 
purging Remedies ſo wonderfully ſucceed, that 
ſometimes it is impoſſible to be cured _—_ 
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the uſe of them. This Diſeaſe is, an Eyſpe- 
las on the Head; and has been amply treated 
of by many Writers, eſpecially | Hzeronymus 
Fabricius; however, I require of all of them 
ſomething more explicite and diftin&, with 
regard to the giving of purging Medicines in 
the height of the Fever. In which matter 
they propoſe every thing ſo ſlowly and doubt- 
ingly, that for the moſt part they not only 
diſtruſt, but alſo differ from themſelves : ſome 
approve not of purging Medicines unleſs the 
Body abounds with Bile, and the Diſorder be 
violent; and contend that more uſe ought to be 
made of cooling Medicines, than Evacuants a; 
beſides, however they may agree about cool- 
ing and evacuating, they imagine greater Re- 
lief to be had from Sweating ® than Purging - 
others, altho* they confeſs'that purging Medi- 
cines may be aptly adminiſtred, yet, when the 
Fever is ſo very intenſe, as to bring on a Deli- 
rium and Phrenſy ©, they rather think we 
ought to make uſe of Medicines which reſiſt the 
Malignity d; and that we ought not to Purge 
before the feveriſh Heat is extinguiſhed; at 
leaſt, if any Purges are preſcribed, they affirm, 
that we muſt abſolutely avoid any thing of 
Scammony, upon the account of the Fever e. 


Sennertus tells us, that this Diſtemper is moſt 


familiar to the Germans, and that therefore ita 
Cure may be ſafer learnt from the — 
| 25 


* Tagault, Inſtit. Chirurg. Lib. 1. 8. » Pareus de Tumor. 


Lib. 6. 15, e H. Fabric. Chir, Part. 2. Lib. 1. 9. 
1 Wiſeman, e Fillop. Tumor. P. N. Cap. 12+ | 
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and Obſervation of the Germans, than from the 
Writers of other Nations *: but he, altho' 
himſelf a German, borrows moſt of what he 
ſays about an Exſipelas from Fabricius an Ita. 
Gan: with this difference, however, that he 
has not ſaid one Word about Purging, which 
the other ſometimes preſcribed, when the Di- 
ſtemper was at a ſtand. In the laſt place, 
Etmuller, who was allo a German, tells us, 
when an Eryſipelas has ſeized the Head, that 
the Cure ought to conſiſt entirely of interna 
Sudorifick and Cephalick Medicines, and that 
any Purging whatever ought very carefully to be 
avoided d. Thus, generally in the utmoſt 
Danger of the Diſtemper, Authors either give 
no Directions at all, or ſuch as are full of 
Doubt and Heſitation: as if, when the Caſe 
is moſt hazardous, the Phyſician ought to be 
more timorous, than when there is no ſuſpi- 
cion of Danger. 
But to comprehend in a few words, what 
I propoſed; I believe myſelf fo fully convin- 
ced by Experience, that I may affirm in an 
Ery/ipelas of the Head, if at any time the Brain 
being ſeized, a Coma, Delirium, and diſtenſi- 
on of the Nerves ſhould ariſe, that there is ei- 
ther no hopes at all of a Recovery, or that 
Purging will be extremely ſerviceable: neither 
in theſe ſtreights muſt we wait, which we ex- 
perience alſo in the Sma/-Pox, till either the 
Fever is abated, or the Tumor plainly ſub- 
ſided. For to oppoſe the Fever with 3 
| mac 


2 Feby . Lib, a. 16, * Medic. Cbirurg. 
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diack and cooling Remedies, to apply topical 
Medicines, what elſe is it, than to trifle, till 
the Patient dies in the midſt of his Cure? But 
if Purging is able to remove the Diſtemper al- 
ready brought to a concluſion, without doubt 
if it be earlier preſcribed, it would prevent its 
ſpreading ſo far. To illuſtrate this, therefore 
by an Example, I will ſubjoin one; which 
happen'd very lately, and which is very un- 
common. Atzen, 901. 

In a young Lady, the Face being ſeized 
with an Eryſipelas ſwelled: a {light Horror 
and Fever, as is cuſtomary in that Diſtemper, 
preceded. | I £ 

On the next Day, not only the Face, but a- 
bout the Ears and Neck, the Skin was {ſwelled 
with a redneſs. An high Feyer. At times ſhe 
was ſomething delirous. A Bliſter was applied 
to the Neck. | 

3. The Swelling proceeded fo as to encreaſe 
to a great bulk. Which ſince it was intenſly 
red, might ſeem to be of that kind of Ery/pelas, 
which Fabricius, following Galen, terms Phleg- 
monodes, for a genuine one according to that 
Author *, is hardly ever found in the Face. A- 
bout Night ſhe became altogetlier delirous. 
Mr. Burges, an Apothecary had applied Blifters 
to the Arms, and ordered the uſe of Clyſters, 
which came away without any benefit. 
4. Every thing was exaſperated. When I 
firſt viſited her in the Afternoon, her Delirium 
and Feyer were violent: ſhe talked a great Geol, 

ut 
Part. 2. Lib. 1. 9, 
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but very incoherently. Sometimes ſhe lay in 
a manner Lethargick, diſtenſions of the Nerves 
ariſing now and then chiefly about the Hands 
and Shoulders. The Tumor much the fame, 
except that-it had loſt ſome ſmall matter of its 
redneſs. The Pulſe not ſo ſtrong as quick, 
Therefore I immediately ordered Bliſters to be 
applied to both ſides of the Neck; of which, 
indeed, I much wonder that there is not one 
Word to be found in thoſe Authors abovemen- 
tioned : eſpecially fince that kind of Remedy 
may be very beneficial, if in any other, in this 
Species of Diſeaſes; but becauſe ſhe ſeemed to 
be near her end, neither did I conjeQure that 
this might beſoſerviceable, unleſs we alſo called 
in ſome other help to remove the matter. This 
Purge was ordered at three in the Afternoon. 

R. Decoct. Sen. Gereon. J ili. | 
Tin8. Sacre cum Vin. alb. pp. J i. 
Syr. de Rhamno Cathart. * vi. M. 

Which produced no Stool at all. Therefore 
about Midnight the took Tin. Sacre. J ii. 

5. Every thing the ſame, except that ſhe lay 
quieter, or rather ſtupid with the Violence of 
the Diſtemper. The Belly ſtill bound. Where- 
fore about Noon another Cathartick was exhi- 
bited, which was as follows. 

EX. Tind. Sacre. J li. 
Sr. de Rhamno Cat hart. J i. M. 
But even with this, indeed, ſhe had no Stool. 
ro Evening Bliſters were applied to both 
Arms. 


6. Al 


on FEVERS» 113 


6. All things in the ſame ſtate; only the 
Heat ſeemed to be abated. Early in the Morn- 
ing the Purge was repeated, wluch was now 
laſt preſcribed. By which the Belly was but 
gently moved, however ſo as to bring ſome 
relief. A ſharp Clyſter was in like manner in- 
jected in vain. Therefore I adviſed Purges to 
be taken in this order, becauſe I acquainted 
them that we muſt neither deſiſt from this Me- 
thod of Cure, until it anſwered; and that if it 
did not anſwer, ſhe could not poſſibly be relieved 
any other way. Therefore though it had been 

our times attempted in vain, yet I was firm] 

perſuaded that [ muſt perſiſt in it. In this 
ſtate- of the Diſeaſe the Caſe being much 
the ſame as in the Small-Pox: for the febrile 
Matter was neither diſſipated by the Tumor, 
neither can it be averted in any other Man- 
ner, unleſs a Paſſage be opened for it through 
the inteſtinal Glands. | 

7. Ar length things taking a turn for the 
worſe, ſhe made uſe of the following Medicines 

R. Pil. e duobus gr. xv. in Ag. Theriacal. 
Zi. ſolut. Syr. de Rhammo Cat hartico 

3fs. M. 
This producing five Stools, ſhe came to herſelf: 
but could not remember any thing that had paſ- 
ſed for theſe laſt ſix Days. The Tumor ſub- 


ſided, and the Fever ſo much abated, that the 


ſame Cathartick being twice repeated, ſhe en- 
tirely recovered her former State of Health. 
This kind of Medicine, indeed, of which 
not a ſmall Part conſiſted of Scammony, which 
x I 2 19 
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is rejected by moſt as plainly pernicious in 
this Diſtemper, delivered the Patient out of 
the greateſt Danger. For which Reaſon the 
phyſical Determinations even of the moſt cele- 
brated Authors, ſhould not be very eaſily re- 


ceived, unleſs confirmed by repeated Experi- 
ence. 


Of the inteſtinal Diſcharge. 


Ecauſe much has been ſaid concerning 
Purg ing, and we have laid a great ſtreſs 
upon it; it will not be improper to enquire nar- 
rowly into the whole Manner of Purging. 
Which will appear the leſs amiſs in this Place, 
ſince ſome too eaſily contemn this kind of E- 
vacuation, others pretend greatly to prefer be- 
fore it that which is made by the urinary Paſ- 
ſages, or even that which is produced by a 
Clyſter. bi 
2 who firſt diſcovered the inteſtinal 
Glands, attributes this Oſhce to them; to ſup- 
ply a proper Humour for diluting and elabo- 
rating the Chyle. From this Fountain he ima- 
gines it to proceed, that when a Purge is gi- 
ven, ſo great a load of Stools deſcends; which 
abundance, however of Humours, ſome den 
to be in the leaſt ſecreted either by the Law 
of Nature, or the Aſſiſtance of Art: thoſe who 
doubt of a natural Secretion ſeem to have done 
it chietly upon this account, becauſe they did 
not at all underſtand, how a Cathartick could 
derive ſo great a load of Excrements _ 
| rom 
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from this ſingle Source. Which Doubt may 
very eaſily be removed, if we bring this thing 
to a Calculation. TENT, | 

We learn from the Laws of Staticks, laid 
down by Sanctorius, that the Evacuation of the 
Belly, if compared with that of the Skin is as 
one to ten: therefore it will be in the ſpace of 
twenty four Hours as J iv. 3 vi. 3 i. gr. iv. to 
I xlviij; and in the ſpace of one Hour as 9 iv. 
gr. 16. to ꝙ xlviij. In the col er Regions, up- 
on the account of a ſmaller Pertpiration, this 
Diſcharge from the Belly riſes perhaps ſome- 
thing higher : which 1s confounded by thoſe 
who diſpute of theſe things, with that which 
1s made by the Glands: but how widely theſe 
differ from one another, may be throughly 
diſcerned by any diligent obſerver. It is plain 
that the Fabrick of the Skin and of the Inte- 

ſtines is the ſame, and that both of them are 
covered with Glands : which though they are 
| lefs viſible to the naked Eye, yet they may 
very eaſily be ſeen by the help of a Microſcope. 
And that this diſcharge way be the better per- 
form'd by the Inteſtines, Nature has been wiſe- 
ly provident in diſperſing over their Coats 
Blood- Veſſels in great number. The Skin, at 
a moderate Computation, contains about 2640. 
ſquare Inches. The Inteſtines, ſince they are 
near 30 Foot long. and their circumference at 
a medium about four Inches, form a Cylinder, 
which contains 1440 ſquare Inches. So that 
the inteſtinal Superficies, if it be compared 
with the Cuticular, is in a proportion greater 
5 13 than 
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than an half. But becauſe the Glands are not 
found to be ſo crowded on the Inteſtines as 


on the Skin, let us ſuppoſe the Superticies, from 
which any Humour is diſcharged to be in the 


ſame proportion as one to four. In th- {pace 
therefore of one Hour, if the Skin throws furth 
9 Xlviij. there will flow from the Int:i11nes 
IXij. Neither will any one readily deny 
that the Inteſtines diſcharge this quantity of 
_ Lymph, who conſiders, how much larger the 
Mouths of the excretory Veſſels are in theſe, 
than in the Skin; and this is evident from 
the Glands themſelves, which exceed much in 
their magnitude. 

Upon this conſideration, therefore, we find: 
that a much greater quantity both may, and is 


wont to be ſupplied from theſe Glands, than 


what is thrown forth by the natural Diſcharge. 
But fince the remains of the Aliment make up 
a great part of the Diſcharges, nay the greateſt, 
ſince theſe are ſolid, it may eaſily be ſhewn, 
that the Matter derived from the Glands of the 
Inteſtines, is ſo far from being totally caſt 
forth, that it paſſes back again with the Chyle 
into the lacteal Veſſels, and into the Circuit of 
the Blood: plainly after the ſame manner as 


the Lymph uſually returns from the Parts of 


the lower Belly. Therefore, as is manifeſt 
from Experiment, whenever there is not a ſup- 
ply of Chyle, to be derived into the lacteal 
Veſſels, they are very full of this Lymph ſe- 
ereted from the Glands, 


This 
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This Diſt inction, ſince it hath been but lit- 
tle attended to, has led thoſe Perſons into an 
Error, who in their Diſcourſes about the moſt 
commodious means of Evacuating, ſuppoſe, 
That the Ratio ® of the circular Secretion to the 
VJentral, is greater than the Ratio of an hun- 
dred to one. For upon the exhibition of a Ca- 
thartick, the Inteſtines being griped, by a 
continual Irritation, caſt down not only the 
remains of the Aliment, but all that which 
is ſecreted from the Glands. So that up- 
on this account only the Evacuation 1s ren- 


dred four times larger by a Purging Medicine, 


than what happens in a natural State. 

_ Purges exert their force chiefly two ways; 
either as irritating the Coats of the Inteſt ines 
with a ſort of Stimulus, or as accelerating the 
Circulation of the Blood : thoſe which are very 
ſtrong produce both effects. The Stimulus, 
indeed, with which Purges are endued, not 
only caſts forth a greater quantity of Lymph 
from the Glands, but likewiſe ſo revels the Hu- 
mours, that there is leſs reſiſtance and a freer 
Paſſage at the Mouths of the Glands than any 
where elſe; hither therefore they flow in a 
more plentiful manner, or what is the ſame 
thing, the celerity of the Blood is encreaſed 
in theſe; much in the ſame manner as the 
Skin, when it is eroded with a Veſicatory, 


throws forth a Serum. Theſe Purges which 


inſinuate themſelves into the Blood, cauſe it to 
flaw with a greater velocity, both becauſe they 

I 4 en. 
+ Cirah, Febr. per Evacuah. 12. 
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encreaſe its Stimulus, and attenuate and dif- 


ſolve the coheſion of the Humours. This is 


ſufficiently clear from the Heat which Purges 
excite ; the ſame too is indicated by the Pulſe, 
which becomes both ſtronger, fuller and 
quicker. | 
What Addition may be made from hence, 
namely, the encreaſed velocity of the Blood, 
to the Diſcharges by Stool, will eaſily appear 
from the ſubſequent reaſoning. The largeneſs 
of the meſenterick Arteries, with which the 
Inteſtines are moiſtned, bears the ſame Pro- 
portion to the Baſe of the Aorta as one to ten. 
Since then it is plain from Experiments, 
that four thouſand Ounces of Blood are deri- 
ved into the Aorta every Hour, thoſe Arteries 
in the ſame ſpace of Time will carry four hun- 
dred Ounces into the Inteſtines. Beſides ſome- 
thing is brought hither from one or other of 
the Branches of the Celiack. The natural 
Excretion which is made from thence by the 
Glands, does not amount to more than twelve 
Scruples. If we ſuppoſe, for reaſoning ſake, 
that the Blood flows with double the Velocity 
(which that it is fo, is demonſtrated by the 
Pulſe, upon the Exhibition of a very ſtrong 
Catbartick) the meſenterick Arteries will bring 
eight hundred Ounces every Hour, and the 
Glands will ſecrete about twenty four Scru- 
ples in the ſame ſpace of Time. 

For any Secretion whatever is to be mea- 
ſured, ceteris 8 by the Rule of the Ve- 
foctty only, But if the Velocity ſhould be 

= * trebly 
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trebly encreaſed, which, upon the account of 
the Stimulus, at leaſt, at the Mouths of the 
Glands, may very reaſonably be allowed, 
thirty fix Scruples will flow forth. And if 
the Diameters of the excretory Veſſels ſhould 
be doubly enlarged, (which happens no doubt 
when the Purge is ſomething more acrid) the 
glandular Secretion of the Inteſtines will a- 
mount to one hundred and forty four Scruples, 
i. e. it will exceed the Quantity ſettled by 
Nature twelve times. So that by this means, 
in the ſpace of eight Hours, while the Purges 
are executing their Office, forty eight Ounces 
may be drawn off from theſe Glands. | 
But while we conſider that. Evacuation 
which is made by Purges, we muſt not paſs 
by the Bile. Therefore, if within one Hour, 
by the ſole force of Nature, two Drachms of 
Bile flow into the Inteſtines, as is ſhewn by 
the curious Dr. Fames Keil, a Cathartick be- 
ing exhibited will draw forth ſix Ounces from 
the Liver, if, as we ſaid, there be triple the 
velocity in the courſe of the Blood, the Dia- 
meters of the Veſſels being, in the mean time, 
not in the leaſt dilated. Hence, the Belly 
being quickned by Art, the Stools are found 
to be for the moſt part bilious. But it is to 
be remarked, that the Bile, the more haſtily 
or plentifully it flows forth, becomes the more 
diluted. By this means, tho we do not con- 
ſider either the remains of the Aliment, or the 
pancreatick Juice, ib ivſs. may be purged off 
by a Catbartick, thro the inteſtinal — 
c 
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But the Veſſels being likewiſe enlarged, the 
eflux of the Humours will be much more 
copious, to wit, in the duplicate Ratio of the 
Diameters. Which being thus, it is obvious, 
how little the ſame is to be expected from 
Chyſters: which commodiouſly enough purge 
and carry oft the Fæces which load the Belly; 
but can by no means bring down either 
the Bile, or reach theſe Glands, which are ſi- 
tuated chiefly in the Ileum. 
Thus when the Diſeaſe is either entirely 
ſeated in the Inteſtines, or there ſhould be a 
very violent Purging, if the Blood: flows 
ſwifter than uſual, or the Mouths of the Vc- 
ſels are too much enlarged. this Secretion by 
the Glands may be carried to a much greater 
Degree. For Inſtance, that Diſeaſe which we 
call the Cholera: in which it is almoſt incre- 
dible, how great a Quantity of Humours is 
drawn forth, by that Stimulus, which 1s oc- 
caſioned in the Inteſtines by early Fruits, or 
any other Crudities whatever. But that the 
Mouths of the Glands may be diſtended much 
more than they are conſtituted by Nature, is 
very apparent, not only from a Symptomatick, 
as it is called, but alſo a critical Flux of the 
Belly: of which this indeed fo often throws 
off that Matter which is caſt upon the Fauces 
and Lungs by the Cold, that it becomes an 
Auxiliary to the Perſpiration. For that 
Quantity of Humours, which ought to have 
been eliminated thro' the Skin, ſeeks a Paſſage 
by theſe Glands: which Evacuation, indeed 
| When 
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when it happens, exceeds the natural Flux of 
this Lymph ten times. 

By ſo perpetual a Law of Nature does this 
Secretion from the Inteſtines proceed, and ſo 
neceſſary is it found for the duly elaborating 
the Chyle, that if by chance theſe Glands 
ſhould be obſtructed, or grow hard, either an 
incurable Coſtiveneſs ariſes, or he Cæliac Paſ- 
ſion: in which Diſeaſe this principally hap- 
pens, we are taught by the Diſſection of dead 
Bodies. 

But when this obſtruction of the Glands has 
remained for any ſhort Time, or any part of 
them has been ſo ſtuffed up with glutinous 
Humours, that the Lymph, neceſſary for the 
ſubduing and comminuting the Aliment, 1s 
not ſufficiently ſupplied, that Species of the 
Celiac diſorder comes on, which admits of a 
Cure; and which we diſtinguiſh by a Chylous 
Flux, that, to ſpeak properly, takes its O- 
rigin from the obſtructed Lacteali. 

If we ſhould make a ſtricter enquiry into 
the uſe of the Glands and the Lymph, which 
they eject, we ſhall come to a thorough Know- 
ledge of the Cauſe of this Diſeaſe : neither do 
think there is any clearer Argument to prove 
how much Anatomy contributes, not only to 
the underſtanding of Phyſick, but to the ap- 
plying of it, than this Knowledge of the Pey- 
erian Glands, For whoever looks into the 
Records of the Antients, will eaſily perceive 
how groundleſsly, not to ſay how — 
they 1magined the Cæliac Affection to at _ 
eit her 
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either becauſe the 2 was too C is 
and Moiſt, or becauſe the retentive Faculty wa Wl is 
debilitated. But this Cloud is diſpelled by pe 
Anatomy, which by explaining more diſtind. I the 
ly the Fabrick of the Inteſtines, clearly ſhows IM juc 
that this Diſtemper is occaſioned by this, that “ 
the Humour, which is wont to be diſcharged ill © 
from the Glands, 1s, at leaſt, in ſome meaſure 
ſhut up. Therefore we find thoſe Remedies, Ml © 
which gently irritate the Belly, and deterge 
the Mouths of the Glands, to be the moſt eff. Ml © 
cacious in this Diſtemper. Thus a more ex- 
quiſite Knowledge of this Diſeaſe, leads us the 
moſt direct way towards undertaking a ſucceſs: 
ful Cure: in which, as the Antients were de- 
ficient, ſo they perſued an ill-grounded Me- 
thod of Cure, as being founded ſolely upon he 
Aſftringents. For who does not fee that they MW © 
embraced it upon this account, becauſe it MW A 
ſuited and favoured the Opinion, which pla- of 
ced the Cauſe of the Diſeaſe in a certain loſs IM th. 
of Tone, or weakneſs of the Inteſtines? But du 
really, if any one would perſue this Method ar 
of Cure, and make uſe of no other than 4- MI * « 
ſtringent Medicines, which was the Cuſtom of I el 
the Methodiſts, without doubt that Perſon bo 
— would not deterge, but obſtruct the Glands: pr 
ſo that the Diſeaſe would not ſeem, by this Pu 
Method of Cure, ſo much to be removed as MW C 
confirmed. f 
But let us now conclude this enquiry; for 
we have already ſufficiently explained, by 
what artifice of Nature this glandular Secretion 
18 


on FEVERS. 125 


is finally performed, and to what purpoſes it 
is ſubſervient: but if what has been ſaid be 
perfectly underſtood, we ſhall eaſily ſee into 
the Reaſon of what the Lord Verulam has very 
judiciouſly obſerved concerning Purges. © Ve 
« confidently (ſays he) affirm that Purges a re- 
« yeated and rendred familiar, are far more 
ti conducive to Longevity, than Exerciſe and 
« Sweat. For it is very certain, that not only 
« excrementitious Humours and Vapours are 
« exhaled and caſt off by external Sweat and 
* Perſpirationz but, together with them alſo, 
* the good Fuices and Spirits, which are not 
* eaſily repaired. Put in Purges, if they have 
« not been very immoderate, it is nut ſo; ſince 
they act principally upon the Humours.” Thus 
he in his manner of Philoſophiſing. But who- 
erer will apply anatomical Reaſons to this 
Affair, will eaſily perceive, how this Practiſe 
of Purging may not only open and abſterge 
the Mouths of the Lacteals, but rid the Glan- 
dules of the thick Humours, with which they 
are oftentimes obſtructed: ſo that they afford 
a conſtant ſupply of Lymph deſtined to the 
elaborating the Chyle, From which Nutrition 
both wholly flows, and Life itſelf is likewiſe 
propagated. By this Method, therefore, of 
Purging in a good ſtate of Health, is great 
Care taken, leſt the Aſſiſtances in Sickneſs 
ſhould be miſapplied. | 


- Hift. Vit. Go Mart. 1613. 
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 ComMMENTARY VIII. 
Of a Profluvium of Urine, 


F 7 E read of many in Hippocrates, who 
| have been delivered from a Fever af- 
ter a Profluvium of Urine: who, as he has 
been very full in his Remarks upon Urine, 
ſo from this chiefly does he ſeem to have taken 
his Indications of Cure. But whether or no 
he exhibited Diureticks in Fevers, does not 
plainly appear. For no Medicine has been 
hitherto found out, which in thoſe Caſes fo 
powerfully diſcharges Urine, that we can hope 
from it the ſame Diſcharge of the febrile Mat- 
ter, as we experience from Purging. There- 
fore, if we regard the Evacuation, little ſtreſs 
is to be laid upon Dzureticks in the manage- 
ment of Fevers. The Reaſon of this 1s very 
obvious, to any one who conſiders the Stru- 
Rure of the Parts; for, however the renal 
Arteries may in a manner equal the Meſente- 
rick in Capacity, and receive perhaps a like 
portion of Blood; yet, ſince there are much 
fewer Veſſels in the Kidneys than in the In- 

teſtines, for the ſecreting the Humours, there- 
fore the Evacuation both ways will not prove 
equally large. Beſides it is to be remembred, 
that there is not likewiſe the ſame vertue in 
Diureticks, as Vomits and Purges are endowed 


with, as to anſwer perpetually the Phyſician's 
Deſign, 
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Deſign. Sometimes, I confeſs, indeed they 
occaſion a ſurprizing diſcharge by Urine; yet 
that they oftner elude his Hopes, is proved from 
Experience: which happens too frequently in 
the Dropſy and difficulty of Urine, in which 
Diſeaſes chiefly this aid from Diureticks is 
required. So that at preſent, this branch of 
Medicine, which relates to the diſcharging of 
Urine, is the moſt deficient of all. 
The Cuſtom has ſometime prevailed, of 
giving very large and frequent Potions to Per- 
ſons who lie ill of Fevers and the Small. Pox. 
Which Cuſtom is ſo far from being Novel, as 
ſome imagine, that it was long ſince plainly 
delivered by Hippocrates himſelf: for he, that 
he might deliver a very accurate account of 
the Diet proper in acute Diforders, has de- 
ſcribed various kinds of Drinks, particularly 
Ptiſans; ſo that thoſe Perſons, who firſt in- 
troduced among us the temperate and dilutin 
Regimen, as it is called, gathered it almoſt 
wholly from this Book of Hippocrates. And 
without doubt this Method of Cure 1s of very 
great Service. For by theſe thin Drinks the 
feveriſh Heat is both abated, and the Maſs of 
Blood fo attenuated and comminuted, that it 


may be carried more freely thro' the Veſſels, 


and if any ſuperfluity remains, it may paſs 
off thro' the Paſſages of the Skin and Urine. 
Neither yet, ſhould theſe Drinks be imme- 
dately ranked among Evacuants, becauſe they 
provoke Urine. For they do not occaſion 
this fo much by any Diuretick Quality, as - 

caule 
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cauſe they are greatly diluted and thrown 
down in ſuch great Quantities. Thus, tho 
there ſhould be a very plentiful diſcharge of 
Urine, it may happen, that the Veſſels are 
by no means exhauſted, in which the ſame 
Quantity of Humours is carried on in a con- 
tinued Courſe. Let us content ourſelves there- 
fore with that Advantage, which we may re- 
ceive from theſe Drinks; namely, that they, 
dilute, and not endeavour to afhx to them a 
power of evacuating, which Nature hath de- 
nied. 


| COMMENTARY IX. 
Of thoſe Veſicatories into which the Can- 


tharides enter. | 
Hen already gone through the ſe- 


veral Methods of Evacuation, which 
Nature has either attempted, or her moſt ex- 
- cellent Interpreter Hippocrates has brought in- 
to Practiſe, give me leave to add one unknown 
to that great Man: which, however it may 
have been of a more modern Invention, yet 
challenges a ſuperior Rank in the extinguiſhing 
of Fevers. No one 1s 1gnorant that I mean 
Feſicatories: of which, ſince the Materials are 
various, we ſhall diſcourſe of thoſe only, into 
which the Cantharides enter. For theſe, as 


they are very powerful and greatly ee 


tho? 
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0 they leſſen the force of the Diſtemper i in a 
more . — and unexpected manner, than 
any other Evacuants whatever, except open- 
ing a Vein. 

The Cantharides are indeed often recoma 
mended by Hippocrates as an internal Medi- 
cine; but never applied by him towards rai: 
ling a Bl iter, though, either he, or ſome one 
elſe, ſeems to have been in ſome meaſure ſen- 
ſible -of their Vertue, even when applied to 
the Skin; for whoever wrote the Book of 
Superfetation, orders them, among other In- 
ſtruments of irritating, to be mixed with a a 
Peſſary a, for the cleanſing of the Uterus. Are- 
tæus firſt ordered them to be rubbed upon the 
Skin of the Head, to cauſe an Exulceration; 
— tho we are uncertain when he lived, we 

at leaſt reaſonably ſuppoſe him contem- 
— if not older then Galen; he therefore 
adviſes the uſe of them in the Cure b of an 
Epilepſy, and orders the Epileptick Perſon a 
Milk Diet for three Days before, leſt the Cans 
tharides ſhould offend the Bladder. 

The ſame Method of Cure in this Diſeaſe, 
as well as in the Palſey, was, according to 
Etius's Account, perſued by Archigenes e; 
with whom; as far as we can conjecture, Ares 
teus was of the ſame Se& as well as Age. Af. 
terwards Galen tells us, that Plaſters, made 
with theſe Flies, m if be uſed ſucoeſsfully a- 
galnſt a Scabies, and other Diſorders _ 

ins 


4 De Superfetat. 25. > Carat Diuturn. Morb, 1. 4. 


* Tetrab, 2, Serm, 2. 28, G $0» 


\ 


430 CoMMENTARIES 
Skin: but he, as le Clere has rightly obſerved, 
(to whom we are obliged for his accurate 
Commentaries upon the Medicine of the An- 
tients) reckons this kind of Remedy, either of 
little fervice in moſt Diſtempers, or, as is e- 
vident from his Writings, ſeldom tried it, 
as being full of Danger. Thoſe Grecians, who 
have followed Galen, as in almoſt every other 
Subject, ſo in this likewiſe do they bring no- 
thing new: in like manner, may you alſo con- 
Tult the Arabians in vain, who, however 
fruitful they were in compounding of Medi- 
eines, in this particular, tread, according to 
Cuſtom, in the Footſteps of the Greeks. 
Among the Latins, the Cantharides ſeem to 
have been of no account: for Celſus, who 
deals much in Sinepiſms, does not, as I re- 
member, -mention them, except in deterging 
the Papule, wherein he follows Micon. Play 
indeed tells us, that the application of Can- 
tharides is of ſervice againſt the [pre and 
Lichenes *, and that they are ſerviceable alſo in 
 extraGing of Darts b Scribonius Largus only 
celebrates'them, being mixed in a Cerate, as 
uſeful in removing Stgmata ® ̃ 
This was the Practiſe among the Antients 


of applying Cantharides to the Skin; and that 


indeed-very rarely, as taking place only iu 
Cola Humaurs, and any inveterate Diſorder. 
Nor, after the revival of Learning, was this 
kind of Medicine for a long while more freely 
made uſe of: ſo that Fernelius order d it only 

in 
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in a Blindneſs * and a Dropſy b, and affirms, 
that it ought to be prudently applied, and with 
the greateſt Art. Holler, who was contem- 
porary with Fernelius, a ſourid Writer, and 
one who was well verſed in the Writings of 
the Antients, orders the Powder of Cantharides 
to be mixed with a Phenigmus, for removing 
a Lethargy; tho' Duret, who annexed ſome 
Remarks to Holler's Writings, by no means al- 
lows the uſe of Sinapiſms in a Lethargy, as 
being joined with a Fever, which rejeds theſe 
hot things . But wonderful is that Cure 
which Holler attempted together with Parey d.: 
for they perſuaded a noble Lady, whoſe Face 
was deformed all over with ardent Puſtules, 
and thoſe foul as in an Elephantiafis, to have 
a Bliſter of Cantharides applied all over her 
Face. Upon which ſhe was ſeized with ſuch 
great Pains, and ſo violent a Fever, that there 
were hardly any hopes left of her Recovery: 
but when ſhe was freed from this Danger, by 
the great (kill of theſe two Perſons, rhe Defor- 
mity, which had before ſeiged her Face, va- 
niſhed for ever. The ſame Holler, diſcourſing 
of Pyroticks, ſays, that by the help of Bliſters, 
which are raiſed by Cantharides, Perſons af- 


fied with a Sciatica, Gout, Hemicrame and 


Head-ach, have been oftentimes relieved; the 
Bowels purged, and the Body entirely freed from 
Filth and Excrements; and laſily, that a thou- 
ſand old and ſtubborn Ails have been cuted ©. 
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But I cannot omit obſerving, that all this com- 
mendation, concerning the vertue of Cantha- 
rides, is entirely wanting in thoſe Chirurg ical 
Inſlitutions of Holler, which were firſt pub- 
liſhed, with Tagault's Writings, in the Year 
1540. which Edition was likewiſe followed 
by Geſner and Uffenbach a. Whence one may 
reaſonably ſuſpect, that this Medicine began 
to come into frequent Practice after that Time. 
Of which, there was then ſo great and ſo ab- 
ſurd a ſuſpicion, that Adolphus Occo, who 
flouriſhed about the Year 1560.. would not 
ſuffer Cant harides to be carried even in a Man's 
Pocket, becauſe it was proved that one who 
had thus carried them, had made bloody U- 
rine b. But theſe are not the Fictions of Phy- 
ſicians uſing their Reaſon, but ſuch as are in a 
Dream. | 
But if we ſhould have recourſe to the later 
Writers, we ſhall find that many abhorred this 
kind of Medicine, even in the beginning of the 
ſixteenth Century; and that it uſed to be ap- 
plied with great fear and heſitation, we may 
learn both from others, and eſpecially from 
Banzer Auguſtanus, who aftirms, that Veſica- 
tories ought not to exceed the breadth of a 
Crown Peice . Beſides, Ermuller follows the 
— propoſed by  Thalerus, and recom- 
mends it, in the Cure of Diſeaſes, eſpecially 
Fevers, with ſo much coldneſs and caution, 
that he ſeems to inſinuate this Method of Pra- 
| ctice 
2 Scriptor. Chirurg. v Schenck, Lib. 7. OBſ, 37. 
c Fabric, Recept. Lib. 2. (, 2. 21. | | 


might either be removed or prevented. The 
Learned Mercurialis, has very accurately de- 
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ice to have been familiar with the Italians, 
rather than his own Countrymen *. And in- 
deed ſo little was it cultivated by the Ger- 
mans, that in thoſe large Volumes of Senner- 
tus, which are ſtuffed with ſuch a farrago of 
Medicines, mention 1s very rarely made of 
Veſicatoriet, tho' he tells us he had uſed them 
a thouſand times himſelf b. | | 
Let us ſee therefore what Italy will pro- 
duce, When the Plague raged cruelly, both 
at Padua and Venice; in the Years 1575 and 
1576, the Phyſicians made very diligent en- 
quiry, by what particular means that Evil 


ſcribed this Plague, and amply explained what 
Method of Cure ought to have been applied 
to it; and among the Remedies, which are re- 
markably ſerviceable in this Diſtemper, he 
commends theſe kinds of Veſicatories as the 
moſt excellent e. He therefore, as I imagine, 
firſt introduced them among the Italians; nei- 
ther indeed ought we to envy him the Praiſe 
of it, altho' the ſame Method had been before 
recommended, as well by Marſilius Ficinus d,. 
as Alexander Renedifus e, in the Cure of 
Peſtilential Carbuncles; and deſcribed in the 
foregoing Age, as he himſelf ingeniouſly con- 
feſſes, by Jacobus de Partibus, Phyſician to 
the King of France, in his Commentaries con- 


124 COMMENTARIES 
eerning the Plague. Not long after, to wit, 


in the Year 1590. the Plague broke forth at 


Peſaro, ſo that the Duke of Urbino thought it 


roper to conſult all the Phyſicians of the 


chool of Padua, that this growing Evil might 
be the more happily prevented. But theſe 
diſagreeing among themſelves about the fitneſs 
of the Remedies, eſpecially Bliflers, Hercules 
Saxonia, that he might defend his own Opi- 
nion, publiſhed a Diſputation concerning Veſi- 
1 as far as they relate to the Cure of 
Peſtilential Fevers, Hence there aroſe ſuch 

eat Contentions concerning this Affair, that 


it was diſputed by the whole Body of Phyſi- 


ctans: the adverſe Party was headed by Alex- 
ander Maſſarias, who contended fiercely a- 
gainſt Bliſters; he was moved by a certain 


Emulation, both becauſe he could not bear - 


Saxonia, as being a younger Man, and alſo 


becauſe he was reſolved to perſiſt in the Steps 


of the Antients. But what better could he 
expected from a prejudiced old Man, who 
boaſted that he had rather err with Galen, 
than think juſtly with the Moderns? But all 
Diſputes to the contrary were refuted by Sax- 
9nia, in three Books which he publiſhed con- 
cerning the uſe of Ye/icatories. Wherein he 
has treated ſo copiouſſy of this Affair, that the 
Writers ſince his Time, plainly follow him, 


a * 
» * 


and have hardly added any thing upon this 


Subject. 
From 
* Comment, in Avicen, Supra primam quart, 
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From this Time therefore the Cuſtom pre- 
vailed, to aſſign Cantharides the firſt Place a- 
mong Veſicatories: which, tho' they are pro- 
ved by Experience to be ſerviceable in many 
Diſtempers, eſpecially Fevers; yet, by what 
power, and in what manner they reach and 
ſtir the Humours, has not been hitherto ſuf- 
ficiently explained. What Effects they have 
upon the Skin, is ſo obvious to every one, 
that the Writers of Phyſick ſeem to have re- 
garded this only: and ſtopping, as it were, at 
the Threſhold, whatever benefit accrues from 
Veſicatories, they have been contented to de- 
rive from an Evacuation of the Serum only. 
This they imagine to proceed from a Stimm- 
lus, which is occaſioned by the Veſicants, and 
by a Fuſion, as they love to Talk, of the Hu- 


-mours; ſo that, ſince the Skin is pricked as it 


were with Needles, the Serum ouzes forth. 
It muſt be confeſſed indeed that upon the ac- 


count of this Sinti, with which the Skin 


is pierced, the Humours flow thither in greater 


quantity than uſual: neither yet is it to be 


thought that the Serum flows out, the reſt of 


the Blood heing confined within, becauſe it is, 


as they fancy, in a peculiar manner, either im- 
bibed * or attraFed > by the Particles of the 
Cantharides, For when the Coatof the Veſſels 
is ever ſo little eroded, the Serum runs out only 
upon the account of its thinneſs; but the Glo- 
bules, which tinge the Blood with a red Co- 
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Jour, ſince they exceed thoſe Outlets in bulk, 
can by no means come forth. And this is 
very evident from thoſe Blifters which are 
raiſed by Fire: by the force whereof the 
Cuticle, which ought to have defended the 
| Mouths of the Veſſels, being divided much 


after the ſame manner, opens a Paſſage for the 


Serum. 


Therefore, ſince Yeſicatories both excite a 
Pain, and draw forth the Serum, they prove 
greatly ſerviceable in Diſtempers: and indeed 
this Evacuation of the Serum is to be looked 
upon as a prognoſt ick, for unleſs it break forth, 
we may juſtly conclude that it will not very 
happily ſucceed, However, the vertue of 
Cantharides does not ſeem to be in the leaſt 
confined within theſe Limits: which 1s fo very 
extenſive, and ſo ſurpriſing, that it can by no 
means be explained, unleſs we underſtand the 
manner in which the Cantharides affect nat 
only the Skin, but the Blood. For if they 
were ſerviceable only in calling forth the Se- 
rum, without doubt the ſame quantity of Se- 
rum, carried off by the urinary Paſſages, would 
be equally advantageous. But in almoſt e- 
very Diſtemper, we may diſcharge as much 
Serum by thoſe Paſſages, as is drawn off by 
the application of a Veſicatory; but it is plain 
from Experience, that in no Diſtemper we 
can find equal advantage thereby. It is 
very manifeſt, what force Cantharides, in- 
wardly taken, are of in diſcharging the Hu- 
mours, opening Obſtructions, and quickning 


the 
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the circulation of the Blood: therefore, by the 
Antients were they uſed towards bringing 
down the Menſes, purging off a Dropſy, ex- 
cluding the Fœtus, killing the Worms, in quel- 
ling the Venom of a mad Dog, and finally in 
opening the cuticular Paſſages, when an Impe- 
go was become inveterate. And it is likely, 
that, when they are applied to the Skin, they 
pervade deeply, and rouſe the Humours — 
in the ſame manner. For how ſhould it other- 
wiſe happen, that Cantharides, applied to the 
Skin, ſhould have ſuch a remarkable Effect in 
a Pleuriſy, Peripneumony, a Catarrh, heavineſs 
of the Head, and diſtenſions of the Nerves? 
That they ſhould remove old Fains, eſpecially 
of the Hips; and carry off Obſtructions? That 
finally, by their application, the Humours 
ſhould be better diſpoſed to perſpire, Sweat 
wore eaſily raiſed, and all kinds of Puſtules 
more readily thrown forth upon the Skin > 
And that this is generally ſo, we are abun- 
dantly taught from daily Experience. 

Thoſe indeed who either deny or overlook this 
internal Power a of Veſicatory, yet when they 
endeavour to account for that racking Painand 
Exulceration, which often ariſe from thence 
in the urinary Paſſages, confeſs themſelves, 
that the Particles of the Cantharides have pe- 
netrated into the Blood; whoſe pungent Salts, 
lince they adhere to thoſe which are in the U- 
rine, excite theſe grievous complaints. Thus 
whoeyer maintains any ill-grounded A 
ment, will fall into ſuch Difficulties, that he 
N cannot 
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catmot extricate himſelf out of, without diſ 
fenting from, and diſagreeing with himſelf, 
But if their Force exert itſelf ſo vehemently 
in Parts far remote from the Skin, what reaſon 
have we to ſuppoſe, that in other Places they 
ſhould lie dormant, and deſiſt from their Ope- 
ration? What hinders, but that they attempt 
fome change of the Humours, through what- 
ever Veſſels they finally paſs? Certainly the 
Diſorders which foinetimes enſue upon the uſe 
of Veſicatories, can be no other way explained, 
than that the Cantharides exert their Force up- 
on the Blood, in the manner we have menti- 
oned. But this Foundation being laid, we 
ſhall eaſily underſtand, why they are ſome- 
times hurtful. to heFick Perſons (eſpecially if 
they are troubled with colliquative Sweats) 
and b:ilious Perſons likewiſe, and to thoſe who 
are naturally diſpoſed to febrile Heats; they 
are dangerous alſo, if we may credit Authors, 
when the Body is full, unleſs a Vein ſhould be 
opened: inaſmuch as, ſince, they greatly atte- 
nuate the Maſs of Blood, and haſten its Courſe, 
they bring on Fevers, Inflammations, and De- 
liria; or as it happens in he&ick Perſons, they 
diſſipate too profuſely that ſupply, which Na- 
ture has appointed for the ſupport of the Bo- 
dy. In like manner in ſlow Fevers, in which 
the Pulſe is found to be weak and languid, if 
Blifters bring any Relief, we preſently per- 
ceive the Patient to grow better: which is very 
unlikely to proceed wholly from ſo ſimall a 


diſcharge of Serum. 
i Bellini, 
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Bellini, who contends that the whole force of 
Veſicatories depends upon their Stimulus, af- 
frms that the Pulſe is alſo raiſed upon the ſame 
account. But I woald gladly aſk, whether or no 
any other Stimulus would effect the ſame? Whe- 
ther or no either Cauſticks, or Iſſues, or Setons, or 
even thoſe Veſicatories, which have no Cantha- 
des in them, are endued with that ſtimulating 
Quality, as to raiſe the Pulſe not only for a time, 
but ſo to reſtore it, as it ſhall be able to continue 
its natural Courſe ? Purges which do not reach 
to the Paſſages of the Blood, ſtimulate the In- 
teſtines: from which, however, the Pulſe ac- 
quires no force at all. Wirhout doubt they 
in ſome meaſure quicken the Circulation of the 
Blood, at the Mouths of the Glandules; they 
do not ſeem to be capable of affecting the maſs 
of Humours itſelf, fo as to give any additional 
ſtrength to the Pulſe. In like manner boiling 
Water, or a lighted Coal will raiſe both an 
Itching and Hliſters on the Skin; yet ſo, as not 
to encreaſe the motion of the Blood in the 
leaſt. Therefore, ſince in abundance of Di- 
ſtempers, thoſe principally which affect the 
Head, Veſicator ies afford a ſudden and unpect- 
ed relief, not ſo much becauſe they either e- 
vel or irritate, or evacuate, as they ſeem to 
effect it by a certain other Quality. But if 
we reflect upon that force, which is exerted 
within, we ſhall comprehend the whole ac- 
count of Veſicatories; and ſhall finally be ena- 
bled to judge of the beſt manner of applying 
mem towards curing Diſeaſes. Hence certain- 
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ly ſome light may be had, whereby that may 
be effected, wherein I require the diligence of 
the Phyſicians, that accurate Rules may be laid 
down concerning the uſe of Bliſters in chronick 
Diſorders, which may be both perſpicuous and 
little liable to error and uncertainty. 

But to return again to the Matter in hand: 
in acute Fevers, Veſicatories afford a very ſafe 
and expeditious Relief; which though they 
powerfully divert the febrile Matter from the 
Brain, yet they oft-times forward the other 
Fluxions, particularly of the Sweat and Urine, 
at leaſt they by no means repreſs them. Neither 
need we be very ſcrupulous about ſuiting it al- 
ways to the Patient's Habit: for whatever be 
his Conſtitution of Body, however heated either 
with Bile or a thin Blood, if the Fever be out- 
rageous, {mall ill- conveniences are not ſo much 
to be regarded, as not to be at the ſame time ſo- 
licitous about Life itſelf. For the Caſe is fre- 
quently ſo very dangerous, that there remains 
no hopes from any thing but Bliſſers, which, 
as it often happens, in goity Perſons, when 
tlie Matter, which uſed to flow to the extreme 
Parts of the Body, has fallen upon the Head 
and raiſed a Fever, ſo have we lately had a ve- 
ry remarkable inſtance of it: namely, while, 
by being over cautious, they abſtained wholly 
from Bliſters, it was found in a very few Days, 
how vain thoſe pompous Promiſes were of pro- 
curing a Recovery by any other means. The 
fame is experienced daily in the Smail-Pox, 
Meaſles, Fever, either ſcarlet, ox eryſipelatous: 
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in which Diſeaſes, though the Blood be violent 
hot, and rapidly circulated, yet, we makeuſe 
of this Remedy without heſitation or 11]-ſucceſs, 
Wherefore thoſe Perſons are by no means to 
be regarded, who condemn the ule of Bliſters 
in nervous AﬀeGions, in ardent and continued 
Fevers, altho' a Sopor, or Delirium ſhould come 
on *, | 

Any one may ks juſtly affirm, that more 
Perſons have been freed from Fevers by this 
Method of Cure than any other, nay one may 
ſolemnly. averr, that more People have been 
recovered by this, than by all the reſt. There- 
fore S1denbam applied Bliſters in the Cure of 
thoſe Fevers which were ſo epidemick in the 
Years-1674, 75, 79, 85. and that with great 
judgment: but why he omitted it in the others 
[ donot very well underſtand; fince the other 
Years, which he mentions, produced no Fe- 
ver, wherein Veſicatories would not have pro- 
ved equally ſerviceable. Whoſe uſe in the Cure 
of all acute Diſorders is ſo very extenſive, that 
whoever will conſider theſe Hiſtories of Hip- 
pocrates, will, I believe, find no one Fever, 
wherein he may not allow room for this Re- 
medy in particular. However I am not ſo 
vain as to pretend with Cæcilius Folius to cor- 
ret Hippecrates, and ſhow bow he might bave 
cured thoſe very Perſons, which be tells us died. 
This at leaſt I may modeſtly affirm, that this 
one Medicine might have been ſerviceable, if 
any one could have proved ſo. - 

| nd 
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And this advantage attends this Method of 
Evacuation above all others, that it may be al. 
ways practiſed with the utmoſt ſafety: for the 
nature of the others is ſo very difficult and un. 
certain, that they cannot, ſometimes, when 
the Diſeaſe is very violent, be attempted with. 
out danger; as we frequently Experience in 
Bleeding. Yet, does not almoſt every one 
abhor Bliſters as well as Bleeding, however 
more dangerous it may be? But this, perhaps, 
is to be imputed to the weaknefs of the Pa. 
tients; who, as they have naturally a great 
dread of Pain, ſo they alſo refuſe a Medicine, 
which might be ſerviceable without giving 
them hardly any uneaſineſs. The fame foft- 
neſs in the Phyſician, ſhould not be carried ſo 
far as to become a fault: who ought undoubt- 
edly, tho' a Perſon of great humanity, to ap- 
pear rather a Torturer, when Life is in immi- 
nent Danger, than to comply with this Timt- 
dity of the Patient. 

But that we may at laſt conclude this Dil. 
courſe concerning Evacuations; let what | 
have laid before the candid Reader, be looked 
upon as Traces to thoſe Fountains, whence 
the Cure of acute Fevers is to be wholly drawn. 
For I have gone over as briefly as poſſible, 
both the principal kinds of Evacuation ; at 
what Time they ought to be made uſe of, ac. 
cording to the various nature of the Diſeaſe, 
and what moderation we ought to uſe when 
they are applied. It will be his part fo to 


examine the force of the Reaſoning, and nar- 
| rowly 


od of 
be al. 
r the 
d Un- 
when 
with- 
ce 1n 
One 
rever 
aps, 
Pa 
great 
cine, 
wing 
ſoft⸗ 
2d ſo 
)ubt- 
) ap- 
nmi- 
Imi. 


Dif- 
at 1 
gked 
ence 
wn. 
ible, 
at 
AC 
eaſe, 
rhen 
o to 
nar- 
"wif 


1 on FEVERS. 143 
rowly enquire into the various Inclination of 
the Humours, as to diſcover perfectly by what 
more eſpecial means the febrile Matter may 
be drawn off. This one thing I aſſure him, 
he will find by Experience, that tho many 
tinds of Fevers generally yield to Evacuations, 
without making uſe of any other Remedy: yet, 
there are ſcarce any, which, if they are become 
any thing vehement, can be extinguiſhed by any 
Medicine whatever, if this Method of Evacu- 
ating be ſet afide. 
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Dr. Richard Mead: 


THE ONE 
— Purging in the ſecond Fever 
of the confluent Sma tu-Pox: 


THE OTHER 
Concerning ſome particular Kinds of 
the SMALL-Pox. 


By JohN FREIN D, M. D. 
LONDON: 
MDCC XXIX. 


Dr. RicnuarD M = a D. 


Have often, Sir, praiſed my 
good fortune, and ſhall oftner 

| do it, that there has been now 

for ſeveral Years ſo great a 
CESS friendſhip between us, and 
euch a ſimilitude of Studies in 
that Art which we profeſs; for, as in every 
other part of Life, ſo eſpecially in the practice 
of Phyſick, to think the ſame, and to judge 
the ſame, is highly agreeable. It being of the 
utmoſt importance, in entering into a phyſical 
Conſultation, to be joined with a Perſon of 
Skill and Experience: neither does this regard 
only the reſtoring the Patient's Health, but 
the removing thoſe Inconveniences, wliich, as 
things are, we generally experience in the 
Cure of Diſeaſes more than ordinarily difficult. 
Add to this, that they who are deeply ſkilled 
and experienced in the Healing Art, abhor all 
diſhoneſt Practices, and are found to be fox 
the moſt part free from every mark of Igno- 
miny, For fince they are ſo little open to 
| a Tempta- 


(2) 


Temptations, as not to be willing to comply 
with the Iniquities of Mankind, or to- catch 
at their Applauſe by their Complaiſance, they 
never ſuffer any thing to be done derogatory 
from themſelves, or from Honefty, or even 
injurious to their own Reputations. For 
whatever ſhare of Fame or Eſteem 1s acquired 
by this obſequiouſneſs, they imagine it will 
prove entirely empty and vain: and by wiſc- 
ly conſulting their true Intereſt, -and perſuin 
the Path to true Glory, being both furniſhed 
with Knowledge, and experienced in Practice, 
and diſdaining alſo every indecent Artifice, 
they ſeem to think worthily of themſelves and 
their Profeſſion. b 
Therefore whoever deſires to excel in this 
Art, as well as in Painting or Sculpture, muſt 
neceſſarily have a Genius and Diſpoſition for 
that which they would aim at: for no one, 
whatever pains he may take, can become a 
Phyſician, if he be not in ſome meaſure born 
ſo. For there are in this Art many things 
very obſcure and abſtruſe, many things com- 
licated and ſubtle, which cannot be perfed- 
ly taught by any Precepts, nor fully and ac- 
curately explained: ſo that, altho' many thing, 
may be learned by the Phyſicians from ph /- 
fical Writings, in which he ought to be ex- 
tremely well verſed; yet much more muſt be 
left to his Judgment and Sagacity. Neither 
is this in any thing more apparent, than in 
diſtinguiſhing between the variety of the 
Pulſes : for thoſe who are well ſkilled in this 
| | 1 Affair, 
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Affair, are ſenſible it is not to be learned from 

the Dictates of any Maſter, but from daily 
Practice and an happy diſcernment. For in 
nothing is it ſo evident as in phyſical Matters, 
of what importance a natural acuteneſs is, and 
an happy nicety in judging. Do thoſe then, 
who are of a light and unſettled Temper, 
ſeem to promiſe any great Matters in this 
Science, in which no conjecture can be made 
of things the moſt difficult, without much Sa- 
gacity, and continued and ſevere Study? Or 
are Men of a ſmall Genius and mean Talents 
ſufficiently capable of acquiring this ſnrewd- 
neſs, which ought to be found in every Phy- 
ſician? Or laſtly, can one think thoſe Perſons 
can poſſibly be quick-fighted in an Affair, of 
all others the moſt abſtruſe, and which re- 
quires the moſt exquiſite Judgment, whom, 
if we were to try in other matters, we ſhould 


FT to be plainly void of common Senfe? 


et we ſee daily, that many, who are not 


' bleſs'd with the leaſt Sagacity in other Affairs, 


boaſt of their great Knowledge in the Judg- 
ment of phyſical Matters: and that the ſame 
Perſons upon that very account, becauſe they 
want this Underſtanding, conſtauly purſue 
that Track in their Practice, which they have 
by chance once entered into, and grow old as 
it were in the fame round, without making 


the leaſt progreſs or advance. 


But this fortune has alſo befel Phyfick, that 


they who have gained a moderate Reputation 
in the other, even the illiberal Arts and 


L 3 Sciences, 
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Sciences, ſhould, tho never fo prepoſterouſly, 
of a ſudden crowd themſelves into the firſt 
Claſs of Phyſicians. But granting, indeed, 
that thoſe Arts and Sciences are very ſpecious 
and curious; — what affinity they have with 
the Contemplation of Diſeaſes, or with an 
happy Sagacity in the Cure, is not eaſy to 
conjecture. No more undoubtedly than they 
have with the Study of Law; but no Student 
in the Law was ever yet found, who dream- 
ed of making his Fortune at the Bar by theſe 
Artifices. Theſe elegancies are reſerved for 
thoſe Gentlemen who are to act their Parts 
upon this our Stage of Phyſick. 

This too I imagine to have been the Rea - 
ſon, why a great many Phyſicians, tho Men 
of excellent Wit and Learning, have yet turn- 
ed their Thoughts another way, and excell'd 
Jn any Art rather than their own: nay, they 
have ſo far excelled, that many of them have 
ſurpaſſed the Hiſtorians, Orators, and Poets, 
in their own proper way of Writing. They 
choſe rather, I ſuppoſe, ſince they found the 
Judgment of Mankind ſo wavering and un- 
equal concerning the Profeſſors of Phyſick, to 
apply themſelves to ſome other Studies; by 
which means, as they might more freely in- 
dulge an inquiſitive Mind, ſo they might the 
better recommend themſelves to the popular 
Eſteem. As if there were not Materials e- 
now in this our Study, to exerciſe the moſt 
cute Genius, to ſatisfy the moſt inquiſitive 
Temper, and which might require the whole 
2 Aͤhbilities 


2. I 


Abilities of a Man, be they whatever they 
will. 
But this Complaint of the Students of Phy- 
ſick, is indeed very antient, and familiar in 
Galen's Time particularly: for he, who had 
beſtowed no ſmall Pains and Labour upon 
the other Sciences, but more eſpecially Phy- 
ſick, with a remarkable ſhare of Reputation, 
complains with Indignation, that very many a 

in his Time, either by viſiting in a Morning, 
or reveling at Night, or by perſuing ſome o- 
ther Method of Adulation, became very fa- 
mous Phyſicians; and that Letters and the 
liberal Arts were eſteemed, according to. the 
vulgar Opinion, fo little advantageous to a 
Phyſician, that even Carpenters and Smiths, 
Coblers, Dyers, Linen-Drapers, laying aſide 
their Craft and Profeſſion, * upon the 
Practice of Phyſick: but that thoſe, who pre- 
pared their mixtures for Painters and Perfu- 
mers, contended even for precedency. With 
a like Arrogance, and at the ſame: Time, The 
ſalus, that audacious Empirick, whom Galen 
mentions ta have been educated under his Fa- 
ther, carding of Wool in a Weaver's Garret, 
and there furniſhed with the Elocution of the. 
Weavers, wholly ignorant of Letters, found= 
ed a new Sec, and condemning all the Senti- 
ments of the Ancients, and inveighing with a 
ſort of Madneſs b againſt all others, boaſted: 
himſelf to be the only Phyſician; and was 
canfident that he himſelf; altho' a Fellow juſt 
L4 ua 
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xun away from the Loom, without Art, and 
without Letters, could deliver a whole Syſtem 
of Phyſick in one ſingle Book. All ſorts of 
Wounds, however diſſimilar, he treated in 
the ſame Method, ordered only * wun@uous 
and glutinoſe Medicines: and uttering ſeveral 
Thouſand very trifling Verſes, he contended 
that there were only two Diſeaſes in all man- 
ner of Living; namely, a Conſtipation and a 
Flux: perhaps too, if he had been a little 
wiſer, he would have laid down two Reme- 
dics only for all Diſtempers. And this Error 
indeed, which even a Youth, trained up in 
the more ſimple Sciences, might immediately 
diſcover, raiſed Theſſalus to that pitch of In- 
ſolence, as to think he had found out ſome- 
thing great and excellent. Thus generally do 
empty trifling Fellows, who are neither ſup- 
ported by any Skill, or any Authority, glo- 
rify and extol themſelves in thoſe very things, 
which, in other Perſons, create Mirth and 
Laughter. | | 

Be not diverted therefore, either from your 
Method of Practice, or your Defign of Wri- 
ting, by any Slander or Scurrility: but conſi- 
der this has often happened to very excellent 
Men, and ofteneſt indeed in this Path which 
we are now. perſuing. Thus Harvey had his 
Pariſanus, a Fellow the moſt empty, and the 
moſt illiterate: neither did Willis want his 
Meara, however mean and contemptible. But 
go on to oblige the whole Body. of Men oi 

| | ew Learning, 
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Learning, and publiſh, at laſt, what you have 


ſo long laboured concerning every Kind of 
the Small. Pox, that every one may be con- 
vinced, what Eſteem and Authority a phyſi- 
cal Hiſtory, built upon no Hypotheſis, ought 
to have; and how vaſtly diſtant it is from 
the Dreams of Empiricks. . 

In the mean while, give me leave to urge 
You in this Epiſtle to the finiſhing that Work; 
in which, leſt I ſhould ſeem to intrude into 
that Province which I deſire might be reſer- 
ved for You, I ſhall ſay nothing of the Small. 
Pox, but their Cure; that eſpecially, which 
is carried on by purging Medicines, when the 


fecondary Fever runs high. And I undertake 


with Pleaſure a ſecond Explanation of this 
Method of Cure. For fince this Method ap- 
pears to be new and unheard of by moſt Perſons, 
and ſome have either little underſtood, orper- 
verſely interpreted what we have ſaid upon this 
Subject, I ſhall not, I believe, ill deſerve of 
my Countrymen, if I ſhould take ſomewhat 
more pains in an Argument ſo important, 
and entirely untouched by the Phyſicians; 
however, extremely conducive to the Health 
of Mankind. For by this Medicine, I do 
moſt religiouſly affirm, that I have reſtored 
many to their Health; and I am firmly per- 
fuaded that more have by the ſame means 
been recovered by You. But as this Affair 
muſt he managed with ſome caution, and all 
the Symptoms of the Diſtemper muſt be di- 
ligently and judiciouſly obſerved, I will ex- 
Mt plain, 


(8) 
plain, as well as poſſible, how thoſe Perfong, 
who are leſs verſed in this Method of Practice, 
may underſtand and comprehend it. 

o effect this, I ſhall produce fome ſingu- 
lar Caſes: for by that means, both the con- 
tinued Series and Connexion of the Symptoms, 
which ought chiefly to be regarded in the 
management of the Sick, will more diſtinctly 
appear, and the Method of Cure itſelf will 
be more eaſily diſcovered. Neither does it 
ſuit with my Leiſure or Affairs, nor does the 
Thing itſelf require that I ſhould bring our all 
my Examples together: it will be ſufficient to 
ſelect only the chief of thoſe Caſes, wherein 
I had an Aſſociate or Aſſiſtant joined with me 
in conſultation. Laſtly, I fhall inſert ſuch 
Obſervations as I think will conduce either to 
the better underſtanding the courſe of the 
Diſtemper, or the method of Cure; ſo that I 
{hall Study both the Variety, and the Profit of 
the Readers together. Theſe Gentlemen will, 
I hope, eaſily pardon me, if I have delivered 
any thing inaccurately; both becauſe I have 
at preſent but very little leifure, and the thing 
itſelf, being cantent to be taught, admits of 
no Decoration, . 

This muſt be obſerved by the way, that 
ſome of thoſe Small- Pox, which I ſhall de- 
ſcribe, were of the coherent Kind: which dif- 

fer ſo little from the Nature of the Confluent, 
that they exhibit inuch the ſame Signs, and 
raiſe plainly the ſame Fever, at the time of 
Suppuration, Beſides that Spitting which 1s 
| N | ” peculiar 
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peculiar to the confluent Sort, is very rarely 
wanting in the coherent : fo that Morton * very 
juſtly affirmed, that the Salivation ought de- 
ſervedly to be reckoned a Symptom of the Diſ- 
eaſe, when it is either malignant, or, at leaſt, 
moderate; when the ſecondary Fever, or, at 
leaſt, an uncertain Event, may be expected ®, 
For whatever imminent Danger thers may 
be, it does not ariſe ſo much from the kind 
of the Puſtles, but entirely from the Number: 
which, if it be great, we ought to be equally 
anxious about the Event, whether they run 
together or not. Beſides, in order to make 
this preſage, we muſt regard the Number, 
not only on the Face, as ſome pretend, but 
alſo all over the reſt of the Body, Where- 
fore both the Species, as well Coberent as 
Confluent, 'as they differ very little in other 
Matters, ſo they require exactly the ſame Me- 
thod of Cure. It is worth alfo obſerving, 
that however the Diſeaſes, whoſe Hiſtory is 
here delivered, are entirely alike, yet. ſome 
have different Seaſons of being at the height 
and going off. This Kind, perhaps, may not 
be abſurdly called an Anomalous, or irregular 
Small-Pox : but yet they are ſuch, which oc- 
cur very much almoſt every Seaſon, and com- 
mon to almoſt every Age. Neither have I 
yet ſeen the Small. Pox of this Kind, which 
are more exquiſitely adapted to this regulation 
of the Da For ſometimes in the Diſeaſe 
itſelf the Nau of the Days is changed: pn 
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that becomes more violent which uſed gene- 
rally to be more mild. So that he muſt ne- 
ceflarily be greatly deceived, who calculates 
the Times too nicely and exactly: for many 
things uſually intervene, which ealily pro- 
duce that variety in theſe Diſtempers, that the 
Patient 1s in the greateſt Danger ſometimes on 
this Day, ſometimes on another. 


— 


Caſe 1. 


Gentleman of a noble and illuſtrious Fa- 
mily, was ſeized violently with that kind 
of Smail-Pox, which is called the Coberent. 
A Nauſea, Vomiting, and great Pain in the 
Head had preceded. He was attended by two 
eminent Phyſicians in Torkſhire, Dr. Neal and 
Dr. Cotes. On the ſixth Day I was fent for. 
The Day before he was ſeized with a Delirium; 
the Puſtles entirely pale; his Face ſomething 
depreſted. Therefore Pulu. e Chel. 69. C. was 
ordered him by his Phyſicians, and a Bliſter 
judiciouſly applied to the Neck. I found him 
greatly diſordered in his Senſes, yet entirely 
free from a Fever, which is very rare in Perſons 
delirous at this time of the Diſeafe. The 
Puſtles, which were very much crouded, hard- 
Iy elevated, and as yet of a paliſh Colour. 


Therefore in this violent Danger we applied 
very large Veſicatories to both Arms: and pre- 
ſcribed this Medicine 


N Theriae. 


(aa). 
R. Tberiac. Andromach. Pulu. e Chel. 69. 
C. aa gi. Rad. Serpent. Virg. gr. xv. 
Hr. Caryopbillor. 9. s. M. F. Bolus ſtatim 
caps. cum Fulap. perlat. praſcre ge 
When he had taken theſe things thrice, the 
next Morning, namely, on the ſeventh Day, 
the Puſtles were again raiſed, the Edges red- 
dened, and the Interſtices likewiſe of a florid 
Colour. 

Lou ſee what ſurpriſing Effect attended this 
warm Medicine: and to confeſs the truth, 
this Method of Cure, with the ſtronger Car- 
diacs, which is ſo much celebrated by molt 
Authors, and Morton accounts as ſpecifick, is 
hardly followed with any Judgment, unleſs 
at this one Time of the Small. Par, when they 
are either not ſufficiently advanced, or elſe 
fell in again. Therefore Rhazes a, that great 
Maſter of the Arabians, orders Saffron to be 
given but two or three times, and that in a 
very urgent neceſſity. This kind of Remedy 
becomes the more powerful when mixed with 
Opiates: which, what effect they have in 
promoting the Eruption of Puſtles of any 
kind, ſeems firſt to have been underſtood by 
Sydenham, though contrary to the vulgar O- 
pinion. So far is this divine Remedy from 
being of that cold Nature, as ſome fancy, as 
to conſtringe and repreſs all the Humours. 

In the Evening, the ſecond Fever, as it is 
called, was obſerved to come on: neither yet. 
was the Delirium any thing abated. Wer 

ore 
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fore a Bliſter was again applied to the Neck: 
At preſent we had recourſe to the more mode- 
rate Remedies, and abſtained from ſomniferous 
and the hotter Drugs. His Diet was thin, and 
he was allowed either Batley-Broth or Rice- 
Gruel at his pleaſure, in order to dilute. He 
was fo reſtleſs that Night that he had hardly 
any propenſity to Sleep. In the Morning, on 
the eighth Day, he came ſomething to himſelf: 
but this Truce was very ſhort and fallacious: 
for in leſs than an Hour he was again delirous. 
The Puſtles however were filled with digeſt- 
ed Matter; altho', if you regard their ſize, they 
were very ſmall. The Face was not in the 
Jeaſt tumified: the Neck only was a little ſwel- 
led. No Spitting through the whole Courſe 
of the Diſtemper ; which, ſince it ought to be 
perpetually conſtant in this kind of Smai-Pox, 
is in Sydenham's Judgment, the moſt unhappy 
Symptom of all a. 7 

The Fever was extreme violent; the Pulſe 
quick and raiſed, yet full and ſtrong: he was 
exceeding reſtleſs and raving almoſt like a 
Madman. Wherefore Cupping-Glaſles were 
applied and ſix Ounces of Blood taken. away. 
Veſicatories were alſo applied to his Wriſts. 
| Beſides, by the help of a Clyſter, he had two 
Stools in the Evening. By this means he gain- 
ed ſome ſhort reſt, and his Pulſe became more 
temperate: yet the ſame Diſorder in his Mind 
at times. But, however quiet the Diſtemper 
was at that time, I did not imagine _— 

6E, 
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ſafe, but that ry would of themſelves take a 
e. 


turn for the wor Therefore when we diſ- 
courſed among ourſelves, what danger there 


ſeemed to be any apprehenſion of, I declared 


it was my Opinion, that if any ſuch thing 
happened, the Belly ought to be moved with 
ſome gentle Potion. They immediately con- 
feſſed that they had ſometimes tried this Me- 
thod of Cure themſelves, and that at this time 
they likewiſe readHy aſſented to it. It hap- 
pened, indeed, as we ſuſpected : for his Head 
began to be ſo very heavy before Midnight, 
that by Morning he was in a manner ſtupid. 
He had at the ſame time a ſubſultres Tendimum, 
and a violent Fever ; the Puſtles were dried 
up; neither was there any remains of a Tumor 
on the Hands, nor on the Feet, and much leſa 
on the Face; and his Life was in the moſt im- 
minent Danger. For that prognoſtick of Sy- 
denbam hardly ever fails, namely, that the Pa- 
tients muſt immediately die at this time of the 
per, unleſs a remarkable Tumor of theſe 
Parts ſupply the Place of the Spitting, which 
is either defective or intercepted . This was 
the ſtate of the Diſeaſe on the ninth Day, and 
that almoſt deplorable. In theſe Streights in- 
tervened the ingenious and judicious Dr. Fames 
Keil, whoſe Friendſhip as it had been long ex- 
tremely agreeable to me, ſo has his Death been 
to me at preſent no leſs grievous: and ſince his 
Opinion was the ſame as ours, and his Judg- 
ment the ſame concerning the Method of Cure, 


* Variol. Reg. Ib. 132. 133. 149, 
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we agreed that the Diſtemper ought to be 
treated in this manner. The Head was imme: 
diately ſhaved, and a Veſicatory applied all 
over. Six Ounces of Blood were again drawn 
off by Cupping-Glaſſes. A ſharp Clyſter was 
injected, and repeated about four Hours after: 
whereby he had five Stools. By this Method 
he received fo much relief, that both the Fe- 
ver remitted a ſmall matter, and the Coma was 
ſomewhat abated. Bur, leſt every thing ſhould 
in a ſhort time grow worſe again, which was 
greatly to be feared, we were now determined 
to preſcribe a Purge. Neither let any one accuſe 
us of having been raſh and precipitate in out 
Advice, becauſe we vented to try this Me- 
thod of looſening the Belly, even before the 
ninth Day was over: fince 1t was very evident, 
that unleſs he was relieved by theſe means, he 
would not have ſurvived till the Morrow. A 
ſhort ſpace indeed, within which, if nothing 
had proved ſerviceable, the Patient would 
have died! For in this Caſe we ought not to 
reckon the Days ſo curiouſly as to weigh the 
Condition of the Patient: for the Phyſick ought 
not to be adapted to the meaſure of the time, 
but to the exigency of the Diſtemper : and the 
ſooner - theſe grievous Diſorders come on, the 
ſooner too muſt we ſeek ſome relief. Neither 
can any conſtant regard be had to the Time or 
any other Rule laid down concerning this Inſti- 
tution of Purging, than that, 2c hen the Prſiles 
are once dried up, and whenever any difficulty 


happens, requiring the Phyſician's __— 


(15) 
he is under the greateſt neceſſity: of preſeribiſig 
it the very firſt opportunity. 

Since then the Patient was reduced to theſe 
Difficulties which have been mentioned, about 
Four in the Afternoon we preſcribed the fol- 
lowing Draught. | * i] | 
R. Decoct. Sen. 2 3 11. Sal. Mirabil. 
Glauber. 3ii. Sr. de Rhamno Cut hart, 
3 iii. M. | 1. 
This was taken at twice, in about the ſpace of 
three Hours: from which, after he had had 
ix Stools, in the Morning, on the tenth Day, 
both the Coma and Fevet entirely vaniſhed to- 
gether. | 
Thus, in the very ſhort ſpace of about twelve 
Hours, he, who ſeemed to be dying, and gi- 


ven over by all about him, recovered_ſuch 


certain Hopes of his future Welfare, as if he 
had never been in danger of his Life. There- 
fore, on the next Day after, we departed 
with great Pleaſure. : 

Give me leave to add a few things in this 
Caſe, which are much worth our obſervation: 
and to recolle& the chief Symptoms of the 
Diſtemper, whence I received ſome aſſurance 
that he might be delivered out of this ex- 
treme.danger, by the help of Medicine, The 
Puſtles, even at the worſt, were of a good 
Colour, and their outer margins, when the 
Face was dried up, very florid, both on the 


Breaſt, and on the Limbs. The Urine, tho' 


it did flow in very large Quantities, conti- 
nually depoſited a Sediment on the five laſt 


M | Days; 
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Days; and that conſtantly, tho he uſed thoſe 
diluent Drinks, which 1 have mentioned, 2. 
- bundantly. Theſe, indeed, were no con- 
temptible Signs; however, there follow ſome 
others, which afford us much greater certain- 
ty. There was not the leaſt difficulty of 
Breathing: the Pulſe, even when the Fever 
and Delirium ran higheſt, never intermitted: 
but as it was carried with a full Impetus, ſo 
after the uſe of Evacuations of. any kind, it 
was found to be both more forcible, as to the 
Stroke, and more diftin&, as to the Intervals, 
But, the Pulſe and Breath being 1n this plight, 
I was hardly ever deceived with purging Me- 
dicines, tho' the other Symptoms were very 
grievous and terrible. However I had rather 
try this kind of Remedy, when the Pulle 1s 
rather ſomewhat diminiſhed, than in any great 
_ difficulty of Breathing. But how repugnant 
ſoever one, or both, of theſe Signs ſhould be, 
Purging may prove an entirely doubtful Re- 
medy; or ſometimes, perhaps, no one at all: 
(for what Medicine will avail any thing in 
the very Jaws of Death?) yet when they 
both prove favourable, tho' the reft ſhould 
threaten danger, that the Affair may be car- 
ried on chiefly in this way, I have learned 
from repeated Experience. The Judgment 
therefore of the Phyſician ought to be deed 
principally by this Rule, 


Caſe 
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Caſe II. 


Man about thirty Yeats of Age, ſtudi- 

ous, of a full and groſs habit of Body, 
felt the Signs of the Small. Pox. He com- 
plained much of his Head and Stomach, as if 
they were both oppreſſed with a certain Load. 
All his Limbs ſeemed {tiff and tired. His 
Eyes ſhed Tears. And the Small. Poæ came out 
plainly of the coherent Kind. The ingenious 
Dr. Keith attended him as his Phyſician. I 
being ſent for to the Patient on the third Day, 
found the Puſtles greatly crowded, not 4 
on lis Face, but alſo over his whole Body: 
He had paſſed the Night with the utmoſt un- 
eaſineſs; ſo that he ſeemed one while to be 
ſeized with a Coma, another while with a 
Delirium. He was troubled with a very dif- 
ficult Breathings The Eruption of the Puſtles 
ſeemed now to be finiſhed, which yet were 
ſo little raiſed, that they feemed to remain 
{till within the Skin. Their margins were 
greatly inflamed, and as it were ardent with 
Blood. Which redneſs, when it is very in- 
tenſe, is with good reaſon placed by Rhazes * 
among the bad Symptoms. His Pulſe quick 
and great, and the Fever violent. He was 
ordered the ufe of the milder cardiack Medi- 
cines, and thoſe Liquors which might greatly 
relieve the Lungs. A Velicatory was alſo ap- 
plied to the Neck. He was tolerably hy 

2 a 


a De Peſt, c. 15. 


Ly 
all Night, but his Sleep ſeemed rather to 3. 
riſe from his Diſtemper, than any Reſt which 
might refreſh Nature. So that on the fourth 
Day every thing ſeemed much the ſame, 'ex- 
cept that the Puſtles were ſomewhat more e- 
lated, In the Afternoon, both his difficulty 
of Breathing and Drowzineſs were violently 
encreaſed. We therefore ordered a Vein to 
be opened immediately, and ten Ounces of 
Blood to be taken away. Whence his Breath 
was much eaſier, and his Pulſe more regular, 
In the other Symptoms no change. 

Perhaps this advice of opening a Vein, 
will appear too bold, to thoſe Perſons who 
are too ſcrupulous with regard to the Time, 

altho* it 1s done in a corpulent Body, and 
one very full of Blood; as if it was too much 
raſhneſs to try even an uncertain Remedy, 
when the Queſtion was not only of allevia. 
ting the Diſeaſe, but concerning Life itſelf, 
But the Arabians, who delivered the firſt 
Precepts concerning this Diſtemper, either 
followed this Method of opening a Vein them- 
ſelves, even after the Small- Pon were come 
out, where there was a redundancy of Humours, 
or ſeem, at leaſt, to adviſe others ſo to do *. 
Therefore thoſe Phyſicians, who for about 
Hue hundred Years delivered hardly any thing 
but what they had been taught, taking care 
only to tranſcribe faithfully theſe Monuments 
of the Arabians, have laid down the fame 
Rules; 


2 Rhazes, Contin. 421, De Peſte. c. 8. & 14. Avuicenns, 
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Rules; however, they have laid them down 
in ſuch a manner, that it hardly appears they 
ever practiſed what they had taught 2. At 
length, about the middle of the /oxteenth Age, 
Gometins Pereira > of Methymna, whom I of- 
ten find with good reaſon to have left the 
common Path, firſt blames, as I imagine, the 
Arabians as too cautious in this Affair, and 
expreſly affirms, that, if there ſhould be an In- 
fammation or Plænitude, even after the Erup- 
tion of the Small-Pox, we may confidently 
let Blood: farther, that by omitting this me- 
thod of Cure, many Children have died eithen 
with a Flux of Bload at the Noſe, or with Ul- 
cers. This indeed is often proved by Expe- 
rience: but he might have added this too, 
that very many have been recovered, at this 
time of the Diſtemper, which 1s alſo intima- 
ted by Rhazes , by a Flux of Blood from 
the Noſtrils, or the urinary Paſlages; which 
is a very evident Token, that Nature ſome 
times requires this kind of Relief. | 
The ſame method of Cure, if any grievoug 
Diſorder intervened after the Eruption of the 
Small. Pox, was inſtituted by Holler ©, Parey e, 
and Botal r, the moſt celebrated Phyſicians a- 
bout that Time among the French the laſt of 
whom, very laudably reſtored this Practice 
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f opening a Vein; which had been long laid 
5 and almoſt forgot, and applied it ſucceſs. 
fully to very many Diſtempers. But about 
this Time, the Fables of the Chymiſts filled 
Mens Heads with imaginary Terrors, and, as 
it were, bewitched them; that errant Quack 
Paracelſus, being the principal Ringleader: 
and thoſe Perſons, who imagined every thing 
might be done by a Noſtrum, either uſed, or 
abuſed, the wealnef of Mankind in ſuch 2 
manner, and raved fo violently againſt Bleed- 
Jo that thoſe Phyſicians, who had Skill and 


udgment, did not dare to open a Vein, even 
in the greateſt danger of Life. Who never- 
theleſs, leſt they ſhould ſeem to do nothing 
according to Art, and to be wholly wanting 
to their Patients, did not fail either to apply 
Leaches, or to leſſen the quantity of Humours 
| by the help of Cupping- glaſſes . Neither is 
it an uncommon unhappineſs in Phyſicians, in 
whom there is either fo little conſtancy or 
authority, that they had rather comply with 
the Opinion of others, than ſtand to their own 
| vs ug Thus Ludovicus Mercatus, who, 

however he affirmed chat Blood ought to be let 
2 t hout Heſitation, tho the Small-Pox are 
very numerous, if they ariſe with a freſh putre- 
Fackion, perceiving afterwards various difhcul- 


ties in this Affair, and being terrified perhaps 
with the deceitfulneſs of the Diſeaſe, preſent- 


recals himſelf; and being uncertain and 
cuating as to his determination, throws 
, this 


. 
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this ſcruple in his Readers way; Neither, ſays 
he, 2s it eaß to find: out what ought to be 
done fur it appears very bard that the Fever 
ſbould return again, after a Criſis has been 
once made ; and if you let Blood, it will be at- 
tended with Danger and Reproach; i, 
ſfbould omit it, the ſurer is the Danger s. But 
near the beginning of the ſeventeenth Century, 
theſe Deluſions of the Chymiſts becoming leſs 
prevalent, abundance following Gometins, ei- 
ther by chance, or imitating him thro de- 
ſign, maintained this method of letting Blood. 
bd But the cleareſt and moſt expreſs account 
of all, concerning Bleeding, was given by 
Epiphanius Ferdinandus; whoſe Rules, ſince 
they ſeem not ill founded, we ſhall not think 
much to tranſcribe the very Words themſelves. 
« c But we ſhall illuſtrate this Doctrine of 
Bleeding more clearly: for, as often as there 
js any urgency, Blood muſt be let at all 
*« Seaſons, if there be any Indications preſent: 
for tirſt, when the Small-Pox and Meaſles 
appear, and the Fever is not gone off nor 
* the other violent Symptoms, then is it pro- 
* per to let Blood: ſecondly, when they have 
appeared for a Day, _—_ then fall in again, 
Blood muſt immediately be taken away. 
M4 + Thirdly 
2 538, b Diomedes amicus Trad. de Varidlir, 
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- % Thirdly, when there are any other grievous 
+ Symptoms, beſides the Symptoms of the 
_ © Small-Pox, as a Quinſy, obſtinate Phrenſy, 
* Lethargy, Dyſentery, violent Opthalmy, or 
* any other dangerous and ſevere” Diſorder 
* whatever; and thus Rhazes lets Blood in 
* the Small-Pox and Meaſles, when attended 
* with a Dyſentery.” In like manner, in 4 
nifficult Breathing, or when a great Inflamma: 
tion comes on in the ripening of the Small Pox, 
pr an Eryſipelatous Tumor ſhould ſeize the 
Head, Mayerne orders the Veins, either under 
the Tongue, or under the Ears, to be opened *: 
in which manner, about twenty Ounces of 
Blood being taken away, that judicious Practi- 
tioner recovered the Counteſs of Bedford, when 
ſhe was even ready to expire. And the me- 
thod of Cure was the ſame, which that excel- 
lent Practitionner Riverius, ſeeins very much 
to have followed in theſe Caſes; who judging 
the Patients ought to be treated as labouring 
under a continual putrid Fever, not being con- 
tent with once Bleeding, adviſes it to be fe- 
peated, that ſome part 4 the Load being 
drawn. off, Nature may the more eafely expel 
the reſt b. Beſides, both in later Date, and 
much about the ſame Time, the three Kings 


pf three very great Nations, Spain ©, France d, 


and © Britain, were recovered out of this dif- 
ficult Diſtemper of the Small-Pox, by repeat- 
ed Bleeding. So that not only in the e Re- 
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gions, but in Italy, and even far North, this 
Cuſtom of opening à Vein has prevailed, if 
at any time the Diſorder was very great, al- 
tho the Small-Pox were coming out. There- 
fore you find our Countryman Sydenham, dil- 
courling very accurately concerning the Cure 
of the Small-Pox, however little he might 
favour this Medicine, nevertheleſs adviſes it, 
if either the Face ſhould be but little ſwelled, 
or a Phrenſy ſhould come on 2. Whence it 
is ſomething ſurpriſing, that Morton was ſo 
diſpleaſed with this kind of Remedy, as that 
he ſhould wholly reject it in this Stage of the 
Diſeaſe d; but he perhaps, ſince he contended 
that the Diſtemper itſelf proceeded from ſome 
venomous Taint, would appear to be little con- 
ſlant ta himſelf, if he approved of the taking 
away any Blood; therefore he is wholly in- 
tent upon quelling the Poiſon of the Diſtem- 
per, with Alexipharmicks and Antidotes, Or 
ther Perſons perhaps have a different Reaſon, 
who imagining the Small-Pox to be nothing 
but a certain natural Criſis of the Humours 
leave almoſt every thing to Nature, winch is, 
as they ſuppoſe, powerful enough of itſelf; 
ſo that the Phyſician ought not to attend ſo 
much as an Artiſt and Aſhſtant, as ai; mere 


Spectator. As if there were not, tho' there 


certainly are, in the courſe of the Small- Pox, 

times, in which, tho! the Eruption ſhould not 

proceed unhappily, the Phyſician's Judgment 

might avail: who, when matters have taken 
2 tum 


> P. 133. F. 201, 20s, inn, vl: 


L 


(24) 
a turn for the worſe, ſince he might foreſee 
the reſt, might, I believe, diſcern more 
particularly, what relief is to be expected 
from Bleeding. For can any thing be more 
abſurd, than when any certain danger threat- 
ens, to doubt, whether that Medicine ought 
to be applied, which has been very often 
found to have reſtored the Patient, tlio it may 


have ſometimes deceived the expectation of 


the Phyſician? So true is the Judgment of 
_ Hippocrates, that, when the Diſeaſe is ex- 
tremely dangerous, Experiments ought to be 
tried: for if they ſhould ſucceed, you recover 
the Patient; if not, he only ſuffers, what would 
otherwiſe babe happened *. 

But to return to the Patient's Caſe. In the 
Morning, on the fifth Day, he was very 
fleepy : and his Delirium returned at times: 
the Puſtles not at all advanced. A ſubſultus 
Tendinum, and a frequent trembling of the 


whole Body. Bliſters were applied to both 


Arms. On the ſixth Day, about Eleven, he 
Joſt the faculty both of Speaking and Swal- 
lowing: the Pulſe unequal as to Time, ſome- 
times alſo cut off. After this manner he con- 
tinued more than two Hours. Altho' he was 
now in extreme danger, as being Dumb, and 
as it were ſtrangled with a difficulty of Breath- 
ing, yet we thought he was not to be deſer- 
ted as one we diſpaired of; being determined 
to try what Medicine might be able to Et- 
ſa; therefore, Cupping-glaſſes being 4 
- A e 
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pu eight Ounces of Blood were drawn off: 


whereby his Brain was fomething refreſhed, 
and his Breath freer. His Pulſe became 
ſtronger and more regular. He could naw 
ſwallow what was offered him: wherefore a 
large quantity of Drink was ordered him. 
However, he uttered not one Word unleſs any 
one firſt ſpoke to him: His anſwers however, 
for the moſt part, rational. This Day, an 

the two following, we gave him a Medicine 


compounded of Radix Contrayerve and Crocus. 


Veſicatories were applied below the Elbows 
and to both Legs. te in the Evening, the 
Puſtles began now firſt to ſwell 

On the ſeventh, the Puſtles more fwelled; 
of which, ſome were diſtended with Matter ; 
others reſembled empty Bladders: the redneſs 
on the Margins not ſo intenſe. The Pulte 
quicker, and the Fever ſtill continued. He 
Spitting free and copious; the Breath eaſter : 


however too great a drowzineſs remained. 


Than which comatoſe Affection, tho“ Morton 
thinks a it ſeldom happens without ſome great 
Error committed in the Regimen (which is 
however often otherwiſe) yet he juſtly affirms 
that there is no worſe ® progrefiich Yet the 
ſame Writer, whenever the Patient falls into 
this Danger, whatever it be, ſeems, without 
any reaſon, to be afraid of opening a Vein. 
But why he ſhould allow of Bleeding in the 
firſt e ſtage of this Diſtemper, when a Come 
urged it, and not in the ſecond and third, a 


- 
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do not well underſtand. But to ſpeak my 


Mind freely, you know in that Author, al- 
tho he has with ſome pains collected many 
things relating to the Small-Pox, there 1s often 
wanting both Order, TIEN and Judg- 
ment: who, however prolix, often teaches us 
nothing; and oftner obtrudes Precepts, either 
trifling, or elſe faulty: but almoſt always 
wreſts the whole method of Cure to that H. 
9 which he had coined concerning [ 
ow not what taint of the Spirits. 
On the eighth, all things much the. ſame, 
The Spitting proceded pretty much according 
to deſire. The Pulſe quick, but neither low, 
nor weak, The Face free from all ſwellivg, 
The Bliſters diſcharged a great quantity of Se- 
rum. All this while he made Water very 
plentifully, but it had no ſediment in it. In 
the Evening, neither was there now any ſwel- 
ling in his Face. The Pulſe the ſame. The 
Urine very pale. Neither was he yet freed 
from his {leepineſs and Fever. The Puſtles 
on the Face were almoſt dried up. A Clyſter 
was injected, which gave him two Stools. A 
Veſicatory was again applied to the Neck. In 
the Night he was often delirous. The Fever 
heightned : and the Pulſe quicker. _ 
. On the ninth, hardly any change, except 
that the Spittle lowed ſomewhat ſlower. The 
fame Remedies were repeated; in the Evening 
a ſharp Clyſter was injected; whereby his Bcl- 
. being twice moved afforded him ſome relief. 
_ £0 


r his Strength was ſo little diminiſhed, * 
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his Pulſe became thereby ſtronger. His Fe- 
ver however nothing milder. His Face being 
entirely dried up: his Hands were a ſmall matter 
Swelled. In the Night he had two Stools. 

On the tenth, all things much the ſame, ex- 
cept that his Brain ſeemed to be more affected. 
At ten of the Clock therefore, weunanimouſly 
ordered him as follows. 

R. Deco@. ſene Gereon. 3 ĩij. Cremor. Tarr. 31. 

Ag. Perm. Comp. Syr. de Rhamno Cat bart. 
aa 31ij. M. F. Hauſtus ſlatim ſumend, 


R. Ag. Ceraſor. Nigr. 3 vj. Cinamomi fort. 
Ting. Croci cum Aq. Ther. pp. aa J i. Con- 
fe@. Fracaſt. S. M. 3 ĩij. M. Cap. Cochl. iij. 
poſt ſing. dejectiones. 
He had four Stools more. The Urine of a dee 
Colour; ſmall Clouds were now firſt ſuſpend- 
ed in it; and it alſo ſubſided a little. The 
Pulſe fuller and ſtronger; although it abated 
nothing of its quickneſs. His Head even ſtill 
heavy. Wanting to make Water he called for 
the Chamber-Pot, and had one Stool impercep- 
tibly. He was very reſtleſs and talked ſome- 
times wildly, The Cardiacks which had been 
preſcribed were repeated. 
On the eleventh, the Flux of the Saliva 
ceaſed. The Tendons ſometimes convulſed. 
Six Oun ces of Blood were taken away by the 
help of Cupping-Glaſſes. In the Evening a 
Clyſter being injected produced three Stools, 
The other Symptoms much the ſame, 


On 
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On the twelfth, the Urine flowed abundant: 
ly and of a good Colour. He had an eaſy and 
natural reſt for three Hours. The Pulſe as it 
was ſufficiently great, ſo was it flower. His 
Brain ſomething relieved. He again took the 
Cathartick Draught, which produced three 
Stools. After each Stool he grew livelier, and 
in the Evening the Stupor on his Senſes entire- 
ly vaniſhed. Thus he, who for eleven Days, 
labouring under a moſt ſevere Diſtemper, had 
Jain as it were Lethargick, by this Method 
chiefly of Evacuating, ſhook off his drowſineſs 
and his Fever. 


Caſe III. 


FAIVE me leave, Sir, to relate a Caſe or 
| two, wherein you joined your friendly 
help with mine, and the Caſes proved (ingular. 

In a noble Youth, the Sma//-Pox broke out 
much in the common manner, attended, name- 
ly, with a Nauſea, Pains in the Back and Sides, 
and a violent heat; they were ſo extremely 
thick indeed, not only in the Face, but alſo on 
the whole Body, that they were almoſt in all 
places run together ; however ſomething more 
diſtin& on his Face. The Puſtles were there- 
fore, as is the Nature of the Diſeaſe in this 
Caſe, very depreſſed, and leſs filled with Mat- 
ter. He was daily attended with the utmoſt 
Care by Dr. Crompton a Phyſician at Windſor, 
who had ordered in the beginning of the Di- 


ſtemper a Vein to be opened, and the Belly 
| to 
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to be looſened with a Clyſter. With the uſe 
of moderate Cardiacks and Opiates, he reached 
the ſeventh Day without any violent complaint: 
except that he was now and then delirous in 
the Night. Therefore Bliſters were applied to 
the Neck and Arms. The Spitting which a- 
roſe the fourth Day proceded very happily to 
the twelft b. | Hl 
But on the ſeventh Day, he grew ſomething 
feveriſh, whereby his Sleep was a little more 
diſturbed. Becauſe the Bliſters hitherto ap- 
plied had but ſmall ſucceſs, two more were ap- 
plied to his Wriſts. 
On the eighth, his Pulſe too quick. The 
{ſwelling on his Face very ſmall. The Matter 
in the Pocks as it was very little, ſo was it ex- 
tremely crude. He drank abundantly. No 
complaint of his Throat, Ventricle, Head, and 
Breath. In the Night he was reſtleſs, and 
ſometimes alſo delirous. The tenor of the Fe- 


ver continually one and the ſame. 


On the ninth, therefore Bliſters were alſo 
applied to the Legs. Neither are they at _w 
time hardly applied without Reaſon, eſpecial- 
ly at this dangerous time of the Diſeaſe : which 
how much they avail in almoſt every-kind of 
Fever, ſince it has been already ſufhciently ex- 
plained, I ſhall not now purſue any farther. 
Theſe, having been long ago brought into uſe 
by the Italians, againſt malignant Fevers, were 
firſt, as I imagine, introduced into the Cure of 
the Small-Pox by Mayerne : whoſe efficacy he 
Judged ſo gfeatly to exceed every thing _ 

that 


TW} 

that in a very dangerous Caſe, he ordered nine 
to be put on together. Wherefore they are 
| deceived, who fancy his Treatment to have 
been in all Cafes mild and agreeable. | 
But our Patient had not only Veſicatories 
applied but a Clyſter alſo injected in the Even- 
ing, which produced two Stools. In the Night 
his Sleep was ſhort and interrupted, His Deli: 
rium returning at times. 
On the renth, his Face was dried up, his 
Hands were ſomething ſwelled : but the Puſtles 
being on theſe, as well as on the other Limbs, 
run together, raiſed here and there very large 
Bladders; wherein there was a great deal of in- 
digeſted Matter, Theſe kinds of Bliſters, reſen. 
Sling Burns, and diſtended with a limpid Serum, 
are deſcribed by Sydenham a: which Serum 
was ſo very acrid, that it ſometimes blackned 
and ſphacelated the ſubjacent Fleſh. It was re- 
marked alſo by that ſagacious PraQticioner, that 
the crudity of the Humours in this kind of Di- 
ſtemper might be the better underſtood, that 
the Patient's Circumſtances were not ſafe fot 
the moſt part before the fourteenth Day, and 
ſometimes alſo not before the ſeventeenth b. 
Which happened, as we ſhall ſee by the by, 
much after the ſame manner to this our Youth. 

In the Morning Rhubarb. gr. xxiv. were 
preſcribed him, but this Medicine not anſwer- 
ing, about Noon a Clyſter was injected, which 
gave him two large Stools. 
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On the eleventh, the Cough, which had 
troubled him for four Days, abated. To- 
wards finiſhing the Cure, we proceeded thus. 
R. Deco@. Sen. Gereon. 3 iii. Manns Sys. 
Roſarum ſolut. 7 a Ils. M. 


This gave him four Stools: and. an Hypnotick 


Draught being taken according to Cuſtom, he 
reſted very quietly that Night. The Humour 
was ſo ſharp on the Arms and Legs, that it 
at length eat away the Pellicles in which it 
was included, whence aroſe a very filthy 
Smell. Therefore they were anointed all 
over in ſuch a manner with Lamb's Sewet, 
that he ſeemed to have been embalmed. 

On the twelfth and thirteenth, things much 
the ſame. Theſe and the following Nights, 
he was at times a little delirous; and his fe- 
veriſh Heat continued. | | 

On the fourteenth, his firſt Cathartick Me- 
dicine was given him: and ſince the Fever 
was not even then abated, it was again repeat- 
ed on the /zxteenth. 

By this method of Cure the Fever at length 
entirely went off. But ſuch was the acrimo- 
ny of the Humours, that the Patient, even 
after he was recovered, was not only troubled 
with Boils, but his whole Skin in a manner 
ſcaled off, and he loſt his Nails: and by 
means of theſe changes, his former Bloom was 
again reſtored. 
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Caſe IV. 


| HE going off of the Small-Pox, which 
we obſerved together on a certain Gen- 
tlewoman, was both very rare, and alſo ex- 
ceedingly remarkable. 

She had a full habit of Body, and for al- 
moſt two Months was violently afflicted with 
a Cough and Catarrh. At my firſt coming to 
her, there was ſome appearance of the Small- 
Pox: fo thick indeed, that as the Diſtemper 
encreaſed they adhered almoſt every where to- 

ether. The Fever very violent. Her Breath- 
ing ſomething difficult: her Voice hoarſe: and 
ſhe was ſometimes troubled with a Nauſea. 
But the pain in her Head was extremely vio- 
lent. Things having been ordered her which 
might looſen the Belly, nine Ounces of Blood 
were drawn off, near the Neck, by Cupping- 
glaſſes. Nor let any one wonder, that, how- 
ever the Small-Pox were even now com- 
ing out, I adviſed Bleeding: for at this 
very time, if the Humours ſhould be exube- 
rant, and the Pain continue violent, I have 
found a loſs of Blood, and eſpecially with 
Cupping-glaſſes, ſo little hurtful, that for the 
moſt part the Puſtules come forth much the 
eaſier. | 

On the ſecond Day, ſince her Cough was 
very violent, and her Breath ſtill ſomething 
Jaborious, ſhe was ordered the DecoFum Pedbo- 
rale; but that was ſo diſagreeable to her — 
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mach (which I have alſo at other times ob- 
ſerved) that it generally created a Nauſea. 

On the third, things much the ſame: ex- 
cept that by taking of a Linus, her Cough 
grew ſomething milder; and by taking Opiates 
at ſeveral times, ſhe obtained ſome Reſt. 

On the fourth, ſhe complained much of a 
hoarſeneſs and roughneſs of the Fauces: there- 


fore her Mouth was oftentimes gargled. The 


Puſtles came out in great Numbers: very 
ſmall in ſize and depreſſed; as for the other 
Symptoms, there was hardly any thing of an 
ill prognoſtication. She Spit an incredible 
Quantity, ſo that in the ſpace of four and 
twenty Hours it amounted almoſt to the mea- 
ſure of a Gallon. However, ſhe was perpe- 


tually reſtleſs, and her tumbling about ſo con- 


tinual, that it was neceſſary to have recourſe 
again to Opiates. And theſe I indulged the 
more freely, becauſe, as far as I could ever 
obſerve, I never found the ſwelling of the Face 
abated by them, or the ſpitting intercepted. 
At this time of the Diſeaſe eſpecially they have 
a wonderful effect; ſince there is no Medicine 
more powerful, not only in procuring Reſt, 
but alſo in gently throwing forth the Humours, 
and ripening the Pus. Even in this very Pa- 
tient, where there was ſome difficulty of 
Breathing, it was ſo little injurious, that when 
the other Symptoms took a turn for the better, 
and the Spitting proceeded well, the Breath 
alſo was then leſs affected. A kind of Remedy 
almoſt divine! which that excellent Writer 
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upon this Diſtemper, Sydenham, firſt intrody- 
ced into the cure of the Small- Pox, and which, 
by being judiciouſly and prudently applied, 
has undoubtedly recovered more Perſons than 
the whole Claſs of Cardiacks put together, 
And among thoſe which are ſo advantageous 
to the Diſeaſed, that celebrated Medicine in- 
vented by Fracaſtorius deſerves not the leaſt 
regard. be 

By this Method, therefore, of proceeding 
ſhe had a quieter Night: And on the jth 
Day her Face became tumified; the Pulſe 
more ſettled with regard to the number of 
the Strokes; the Urine however, tho' of 
a good Colour, had no Sediment. On the 
ſixth Day ſhe was much the ſame, except that 
ſhe appeared fainter. 

On the ſeventh ſhe was very uneaſy, ſleep- 
leſs and unquiet : The Fever returned now 
again ; the Matter which ſtuffed the Puſtules 
very laudable, and ſomething yellow. 

n the eighth the ſame Inquietude ; fo that 
ſhe paſſed no Night without being obliged to 
take Syr. de Meconio 3ii, one of which was 
given very early in the Evening, according to 
Sydenham's Advice; becauſe then the Fever 
begins to rage. The Night, however, not 
more comfortable in the leaſt. 

On the ninth the Spitting proceeded as yet 
pretty liberally ; but the Fever was ſo violent 
that ſhe was ſometimes diſordered in her Senſes; 
her Pulſe quick, yet ſtrong z the Puſtules on the 
Face began to dry up, and the,Tumour a little 
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to ſubſide ; her Breath not ſo free; a large 
diſcharge of Urine, A Clyſter being injected 
in the Morning the Fever was ſomething aba- 
ted. In the Evening a Veſicatory was applied 
to the Neck, and an hypnotick Draught given, 
according to Cuſtom : Hardly any Reſt in the 
Night, for the was very Hot and Delirous. 

On the tenth in the Morning ſhe was a lit- 
tle more compoſed to Reſt ; but neither yet 
free from her Fever or Delirium: However, 
the Clyſter being again injected, ſhe came 
ſomething to herſelf. But in the Evening, 
when you, being called into Conſultation, vi- 
ſited the Patient along with me, and the Fever 
was not yet allayed, becauſe we found the 
Pulſe however ſwift, yet full and ſtrong, con- 
ſidering her Strength, we concluded ſhe ſhould 
take this Medicine immediately. | 

R. Decof. Sen. Gereon. Jliſs. 
Mannæ 31s. | 
Ag. Paon. Comp. 311i. M. 
And we ordered a ſleeping Draught to be 
given her after too or three Stools. In the 


Night ſhe had fix Stools; in ſuch a manner, 


however, that ſhe enjoyed ſome pleaſing in- 
tervals of Reſt. Hence every thing took a turn 
for the better: So that | 
On the eleventh the Fever was much abated, 
and the Delirium entirely vaniſhed. There 
{till remained, which is very rare, a very libe · 
ral Ptyaliſm, The Tumour of the Hands, 
which had been hitherto but ſmall, encreaſed. 
$9 little does a mild evacuating Medicine pre- 
N 3 vent 


(35) 
vent the Limbs from ſwelling, even at this 
time of the Diſtemper, which is ſo greatly 
dreaded by the generality. Beſides, in a noble 
Lady, as you may remember, who miſcarried 
on the eleventh Day, and had a large profuſion 
of Blood, the Hands not in the leaſt inflated 
before, on the twelfth began firſt, after that 
3 to grow turgid ; ſo that in a few 

ays, altho' the Smai-Pox were very nume- 
rous, and ſhe Miſcarried in the courſe of them, 
ſhe was perfectly recovered. 

On the 7welfth, fince the Fever ſtill con- 
tinued, a Clyſter was again injected; whereby 
the Belly becoming more open, ſhe received 
very great relief; for ſhe had ] ˙ or three 
Stools every Day till the ffteenth, When ſhe 
had been gently purged with Rhubarb mixed 
with Opiates, repeated at times, after three 
Days. her Heat entirely vaniſhed with her 
Fever. | 

But that it may appear how great the Virus 
of the Diſtemper had been, when her Health 
was recovered, the variolous Matter entirely 
eat thro the cartilaginous Septum of the Noſe; 
fo that there remained no ſmall Foramen, 
every way covered over with a Cicatrice. And 


this indeed, ſince it did no other hurt, muſt 


be eſteemed very fortunate for the Patient; 
for if that acrid Humour had ſettled higher 


upon the Bones, the Noſe itſelf would have 


fallen, 
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Caſe V. 


A Lady who was gone about three Months 

with Child, was ſeized with the moſt 
exquiſite Pains in her Head and Limbs; par- 
ticularly in the Back they were as acute, as if 
ſhe had been pierced thro' with a. Sword. In 
like manner a Fever began to come on. The 
judicious Dr. Chamberlen, who attended her 
altho he perceived ſome danger of her Miſ- 
carrying, had yet ſome ſuſpicion of the Small. 
Pox : Wherefore, that he might relieve both 


File, he ordered her to be blooded. The 


Day after, ſince every thing grew worfe, he 
applied Veſicatories to the Arms; after that 
the Small. Pox came out in great numbers: 
Her Pains were ſomething alleviated; but to 
the other Symptoms was added a Diſpirited- 
neſs: Her Belly alſo ſomething more open. 
Wherefore things were ordered her to recruit 
her Strength, and check her Looſeneſs. 

But on the third Day, when I was called 
into Conſultation, her whole Body was almoſt 
covered over with the Small Pox; diſtinct 
indeed for the moſt part, but ſo that there 
were the moſt minute diſtances between them; 
therefore, in the courſe of the Diſtemper, 
many of them ran together: Neither did the 
danger of an Abortion vaniſh ; for the Fever 
was hardly any thing abated, and the Urine 
was ſometimes tinged with Blood. The Pu- 


ſtules likewiſe came out exceeding ſlowly ; 
| N 4 beſides, 


Ws 
beſides, ſhe was troubled with a Cough, and 
oftentimes alſo ſeized with a Nauſea. 

The fourth Day was ſpent in the greateſt 
Uneaſineſs: The other Symptoms much the 
ſame ; wherefore a ſleepy Medicine was given 
her in the Evening; and becauſe the had but 
little Reſt, it was repeated about Midnight, 
Nevertheleſs, about the dawning of the 

Fifth Day ſhe Miſcarried; ſo unhappily, 
however, that the Placenta remained behind, 
In theſe ſtreights therefore, we thought proper 
to reſtrain the profuſion of Blood a little, leſt 
the Puſtules ſhould entirely fall in; and we 
mixed Opium with ſome gentle Aſtringents. 
In the Evening therefore the Flux was pretty 
moderate ; the Puſtules, however, ſomething 
paliſh: The Face, which had began to ſwell, 
was depreſſed; the Pulſe quick and weak: 
Her Reſtleſneſs continued, and her Mind not 
throughly compoſed ; her Fingers in perpetual 
agitation, the catched at the Bed-things and 
collected the Flocks. Finally, Her Strength 
was greatly decayed, ſo that ſhe ſeemed to be 
in extream danger of her Life. However, 
uſing much the ſame Medicines, and eſpecially 
taking two Grains of Opium at twice, ſhe pat- 
{ed that Night tolerably well: So that in the 
Morning, by the means chiefly of this Medi- 
cine, 

On the th, every thing was changed for 
the better, and there was ſome hopes of pre- 
ſerving her Lite; for the Puſtules began to 
riſe again and grow florid; and her Pulſe be- 
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came ſo ſtrong, that ſhe ſeemed- at this time 
not entirely free from a Fever : 'The ſame Re- 
medies were given her, and for the ſame In- 
tentions as before; for we judged it beſt to 
abſtain from the hotter Medicines, leſt the 
flux of Blood, which would have been of 
much worſe conſequence, ſhould have encrea- 
ſed. The ſame Method of Cure in the Small- 
Pox was, I find, obſerved by Sydenham, when 
they were attended with the Menſes. + 

On the ſeventh Day, therefore, ſince the 
zpprehenſion of too great a Flux of Blood 
was now almoſt vaniſhed, the milder Cardi- 
acks were preſcribed, and a very gentle Clyſter 
was injected. 

On the eighth the Placenta came away in 
2 manner ſpontaneouſly ; for imagining in this 
affair that Art might prove injurious, we left 
almoſt every thing to Nature. Some Grumi 
of Blood came away at the ſame time, but no 
Flux enſued which was hurtful. 

Thus ſhe reached the ninth Day. Her Face 
was very moderately ſwelled, the Puſtules 
themſelves not in the leaſt dried, being, ſince 
they came out ſlow, ſtill fluid with crude 
Matter. Theſe three Days the Spitting was 
pretty liberal; her Cough ſtill troubleſome; 
the Fauces rough, and little Ulcers ſcattered 
over the Tongue. Her Fever continually re- 
mained, and her Delirium ſometimes returned; 
her Pulſe in the mean time ſufficiently ſtrong, 
and, however quickned, it continued in anequa- 
ble Motion: There was likewiſe a great Se · 


(40) 
diment in the Urine; but her Body was fo 
reſtleſs and uneaſy that ſhe could get no Sleep, 
but by taking a ſufficient quantity of Opiates, 
On the tenth, all things in the ſame ſtate. 
On the eleventh, her Face dried : The Fe. 
ver ſtill continued, however it was ſomething 


abated, by producing t Stools with the help 


of a Clyſter. | 

On the zwelfth, the ſame Reſtleſneſs and 
Fever; wherefore a ſtronger Clyſter being 
injected ſhe found ſome relief. 

At length, on the zhirteenth Day, ſeeing 
her Strength was pretty firm, ' and that her 
Fever was not yet gone off, half a Drachm of 
Rhubarb was given her; for we were conti- 
dent that the Diſtemper, which had been 2. 
bated by looſening the Belly, might be at laſt 
carried off chiefly by this method of Cure, 
After therefore that ſhe had had four Stools 
her Fever was much alleviated. Which yet 

On the fifteenth Day was fo little vaniſhed, 
that it was neceſſary to preſcribe a Medicine 
ſomething ſtronger. Which was as follows, 

Be Decodt. Sen. Gereon. Iii ſs. 
Manne Calabrinæ 3 1s. 
Ag. Mirabilis 3 iii. M. | 

Which producing five Stools entirely removed 
the Fever. 2 

Thus was that excellent Lady delivered 
from a manifold danger of her Life, more 
than once, by an uncommon Example. Inaſ- 
much as that excellent Practicioner, who had 
the care of this Patient's Health, very 2 
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knew any one recover, who Miſcarried after 
being ſeized with the Small. Pon; but of thoſe 
who had Miſcarried in this manner, he never 
knew one ſurvives} | 


Caſe VI. 


His being a proper place, I ſhall annex 
the Caſe of a Lying-in Woman, as being 
very remarkable, and much like that which 
| have juſt now related; eſpecially ſince ſhe 
committed the care of her Health to the ſame 
Phyſician. He being called in, and finding her 
ſeized with a very violent Fever, and a Pain 
in the Back, altho' her natural time of Deli- 
very was almoſt at hand, He ordered her to be 
bled, as alſo a Clyſter, and Veſicatories to be 
applied. The next Day the Small. Poæx came 
out in great numbers; nevertheleſs they ran 
together but very rarely. From that time ſhe 
complained leſs of Pain; however, on the 
third Day ſhe was delivered of a full grown 
Child. Nevertheleſs, by the advice of the 
Phyſician things proceeded fo well, that the 
Smail-Pox continued their courſe happily. 

On the ſeventh Day, when I was ſent for, 
| found apparent Tokens of the Fever's return; 
for her Pulſe was quick and great; her Urine 
very pale, yet diſcharged in great plenty; 
the Spitting very little; the Face hardly any 
thing ſwelled ; the Puſtules themſelves whi- 
tiſh, and ſo empty of Matter that, for the moſt 
part, they reſembled either a Pellicle or a Wart, 
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a very few were ſilled with a thin Serum, ſhe 


paſſed the Nights with great difficulty; how- 
ever, ſhe accuſtomed herſelf to Opiates. She 


ſeemed ſometimes alſo to grow languid : there- 


fore Bliſters were applied below both Cubits 
and Medicines were ordered which might 
create Reſt, and propel and digeſt the Hy. 
mours, if that could by any means be done. Byt, 

On the eighth, tho ſhe had an eaſier Night, 
the Puſtules were not digeſted, neither was 
the Swelling any thing encreaſed ; and the 
Fever was much more ſevere, with a great 
Reſtleſneſs of her Body. ACly/ter being inje4ed 
in the Evening opened her Body, whereby the 
violence of the Fever was a little abated, 

On the ninth, every thing the ſame ; nei- 
ther was there any maturation on the Limbs: 
She was extremely "ag. and ſometimes 
diſorder'd in her Senſes. is Day ſhe found 
the ſame Relief by a repetition of the Cly/er. 

On the tenth, there appeared in no ſmall 
number, between the Interſtices of the Puſtules, 
red Pimples, like the Meaſles, adhering, for 
the moſt part, within the Skin; however, 
ſome of them were ſo far advanced outwards, 
that they reſembled certain Tubercles : But 
in three Days time they entirely diſappeared, 
Neither is this kind of Eruption new or un- 
frequent, or paſſed over in ſilence by Authors; 
but ſeems to have been obſerved by George, 
the moſt ancient Writer in Rhazes * ; for, 

2 Contin. 30. 419. Col. 3. Vide eti alk 
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ſays he, it happens ſometimes that ſmall 


« Puſtules are found inwardly with thoſe 
« which are large, and are called the double 


« Small-Pox.” In like manner Gometius tells 
us , That the Sma/-Pox often repullulate, 
as it were, and ariſe in a freſh Crop. Alſo 
Etmuller ſays b, That the Small-Pox have come 
out in one part of the Body, and the Meaſles 
in another. 'Thus the Small-Pox often ſucceed 
one another, and are ſometimes found diſtin- 
ouiſh'd by verrucoſe, chryſtalline and horny 
Puſtules, 
crudity of the Humours, and intimates the 
Diſeaſe to be very violent. 

But to return to our Patient : The Puſtules 
on her Face fell off like Scales; the Fever 
remained continually ; her Pulſe pretty equal, 
but too quick; no Sediment in the Urine. 
Therefore ſince Nature could do nothing more 
of itſelf, neither throw off any thing more, 
either by the Paſſages of the Skin, neither by 
thoſe whether of the Spittle or Urine, we 
judging it our Duty to aſſiſt the Patient under 
theſe Circumſtances, by Art, gave her half 
a Drachm of Rhubarb without delay. How- 
ever it brought away nothing, herefore 
in the Evening a Medicine ſomething ſtronger 
was preſcribed. iS 

B Deco@. Sen. Gereon. Jili. 
Mannæ opt. 31s. 
Cremor. Tartar. 3i. 
Ag. Mirabilis 3iii. M. 
This 
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This being exhibited at twice, produced fou- 
Stools, to her great relief. But that the Me. 
dicine was thus divided, was indeed done by 
us deſignedly in this weakneſs of Body; for we 
judg'd it more proper, as Celſus * has likewiſe 
judiciouſly remark'd concerning Bleeding, firſt 
to eaſe the Patient, and afterwards thoroughly 

rge her, than to caſt her down, perhaps, 
by exerting all its force at once. For by uſing 
this Moderation, hardly any Accident happens 
unexpectedly. | 

On the eleventh and twelfth, her Strength 
was ſomething recruited, by taking Cardiack 

joined with Opiates. Her Reſt leſs interrupted 
than before. At length there was ſome Se- 
diment in her Urine. Her Pulſe not ſo quick: 
But neither yet, altho' there had been ſome 
Intermiſſions, did the Fever entirely leave her, 

On the thirteenth therefore, much the ſame 
Purge being again repeated, what Fever re- 
mained was entirely extinguiſhed. 

I imagine theſe Caſes of the Miſcarrying and 
Lying-in Women not very common; in whom, 
as the Diſeaſe itſelf had much the ſame courſe 
and event; ſo this Advantage was alſo com- 
mon to both of them, That their Diſtemper 
being conceal'd from them, neither of them 
perceiv'd ſhe was ſeiz d with the Small-Pox, 
until ſhe was perfectly recovered. 

You ſee one of them was thrown into the 
greateſt danger of her Life, not only from her 
Lying-in, but from the very kind of the 1 5 
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Pox; for the Puſtules were either hard like 
Warts, or empty like Pods, and never acqui- 
red any Maturity: The latter of which are 
pronounced fatal by Marcellus Donatus :; and 
the former by John of Gaddeſden®, the oldeſt 
phyſical Writer among our own Countrymen; 
both of them having copied after Rhazes e. 

This Species of the Diſeaſe is indeed very 
rare : Of which, however, I cured a Girl not 
long ſince. The Small-Pox were exceeding 
thick upon her; the Fever at the beginning 
ſo violent as to occaſion for ue Days conti- 
nually Deliria, Pains, Watchings, and diſten- 
tions of the Nerves. After that time all things 
were quiet. 

On the'eighth, not the leaſt remains of any 
Matter in the Puſtules; and alſo no Tumour 
on the Face. Therefore I was then afraid, 
leſt there ſnould be any great danger at hand. 
However, on the next Day all the Pellicles 
broke and fell off: And, contrary to all Ex- 
pectation, the Diſeaſe went perfectly off with- 
out any Fever. Nevertheleſs, after a few 
Days, it appeared 'there was ſome Matter 
ſtill remaining in the Blood, from ſome Boils, 
which then plentifully broke forth. 


2 De FVariol. 117. b Roſa Anglic, 2. 4. 
engin. 30. de Peſte. c. 13. | 
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Caſe VII. 

& Youth about fifteen Years of Age waz 
ſeized with a Fever, attended with 2 
great Pain of the Head, and a very ſharp flux 
of the Belly, ſo that in a ſhort time the Small: 
Pox came out, crouded and contiguous. The 
qudicious Dr. Wadſworth imagined the Patient 
might be greatly relieved if a Bliſter was ap- 

ied to his Neck, and a Tincture made uſe of, 
which might check his Looſeneſs. 

On the third Day, when I was called in, 
the Puſtules, altho* ſmall, were yet pretty 
florid, and more advanced than could be ex- 

Red, conſidering the Impediments ; for the 
Belly was ſtill open, ſo that he had four Stools 
or more every Day. Therefore by the fre 
quent uſe of the Tin@ure, and other Remedies, 
as well Aſtringent as Cardiack, the Looſenels 
was ſomething abated. He was troubled with 
a Soreneſs and certain roughneſs of his Throat; 
his Tongue was alſo painful with the Puſtules; 
which Evil was removed by a thin Mucilage 
made with the Seeds of Quincies, His Urine 
of no bad colour. | | 

On the fourth in the Morning things much 
the ſame. The flux of the Belly was how- 
ever encreaſed ; ſo that we — 4 it neceſſary 
to try {ome ſtronger Remedy: Which was as 
follows. | 
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But neither this way was his Belly ſo ſettled, 
but that it diſturbed his Reſt very often in 
the Night. Nevertheleſs, 

On the Fifth, The Puſtules were neither 
pale in colour, neither were their Heads ſunk 
in; but according to the nature of this Diſeaſe, 
happily advanced; his Strength likewiſe 
tolerably well ſettled: But he was very un- 
eaſy, and his Looſeneſs occaſioned freſh Diffi- 
culties: His Stools were very liquid, and re- 
ſembled ſometimes a Mucus and Phlegm : 
Wherefore the Theriaca was mixed with A- 
ſtringents, and a Clyſter injected, which might 
more powerfully check the impulſe of the 
Belly. A Draught alſo was exhibited in or- 
der to procure Sleep. At Night he was to- 
lerably eaſy ; ſo that 

On the /ixth, His Belly being more bound, 
his Looſeneſs ſeem'd at faſt to be altogether 
ſaid, Wherefore ſetting aſide the ſtronger 
Aſtringents, the Theriaca was repeated; and 
we took the ſame care to promote Sleep. 

On the ſeventh, however, evety thing grew 
bad again; his Stools being much too quick: 
Nevertheleſs the Puſtules were of a vivid . 
Colour, and filled with a laudable Matter 2 
Therefore we return'd again to thoſe things 
which had been order'd on the fourth Day; 


whereby the Night was rendred a little eaſier. 
9 O | f On 
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On the eighth, no more diſturbance from 
his Diarrhea; nor any complaint except of 
ſome Faintneſs : Yet his Pulſe was quicker , 
ſo that there were no obſcure Signs of a ſe- 
condary Fever. He therefore paſled the Day 
with ſome Uneaſineſs. Wherefore ſuppoſing 
it to be our greateſt concern, and that the 
Cure ought to be ſo carried on; that the Sup- 

uration of the Puſtules, which had hitherto 
2008 very flow, might be compleated, and the 
Patient have ſome Intervals of Reſt, we judg'd 
it proper to continue the uſe of moderate 
Cardiacks and Opiates. And on the next Day 
every thing proceeded according to our deſire. 
On the zenth, the Puſtules being ſuppurated 
began to dry up. The Fever was encreaſed, 
ſo that a very great reſtleſneſs enſued. We 
therefore ordered an emollient Clyſter, and 
applied Veſicatories to the Arms. The hyp- 
notick Draught was likewiſe a ſecond time re- 
peated in the Night, whereby his Sleep was 
ſomething more quiet: Yet ſo that, 
On the eleventh, His Pulſe was too quick, 
and the Heat of his Body pretty vehement : 
However, there was ſome Sediment in his U- 
_ Therefore, ſince the Fever ſtill conti- 
nued, Pr 

On thezwelfth, We gave him half a Drachm 
of Rhubarb without the leaſt delay; which 
producing four Stools the feveriſh Heat was 
much moderated, which yet generally encrea- 
ſed towards Evening. 1 


On the thirteenth, every thing in the ſame 
Condition. Wherefore, b 

On the fourteenth, the Rhubarb being again 
repeated, gave him fix Stools. Hence he had 
a tolerable eaſy Night, and the remainder of 
his Fever entirely wore off. 

You obſerve what hazardous Circumſtances 
this Youth was in; for a Looſeneſs is placed, 
by all Writers, among the moſt fatal Signs of 
the Small. Por Of which the Arabians were 
ſo greatly afraid, that the generality of them 
not only diligently, but alſo officiouſly, guarded 
the Patients againſt it, by thoſe things which 
were Aſtringent. Some of the Arabians** 
indeed were of a different Opinion, who would 
have the Body open on the firſt Days of the 
Diſtemper. Someorder it to be looſen'd either 
daily b, or at leaſt every other © Day. Dy the 
help of a Cly/ter, or a Suppoſitory. Which Me- 
thod of Cure, I am inform'd, 1s even -at this 


Day, practis'd in ſome Parts of Germany. 


But yet I would not adviſe this Practice to 
be follow'd in the courſe of the Diſtemper, 
tho', at other times a Friend to Catharticks. 
This very Caſe ſufficiently proves, that a Looſ- 
neſs may ſometimes continue in the Small-Pox, 
even without deſtruction to the Patient. And 
it is worth obſerving, that tho* he was per- 
fectly recover'd, the Diſeaſe was of a longer 
continuance than uſual; as it frequently hap- 
pens when the Body is very open. 

+ 5 | "Caſe 


.a Fil. Meſue, Contin. 421. e. 4. Serap. ib. & de Febr. c. 13. 
d Sennert, 736, © Funſec, Conſilio. Tom, 1, 48. Hora, Aus x. 18. 
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N Caſe VIII. 


-A Man about thirty Years of Age fell into 
| the Small-Pox, which ſo covered his 
whole Body, as well as Face, that they ſeem'd 
every where to adhere; and in ſome few pla- 
ces were run together. But as he was other- 
wiſe moderately ſtrong, he reach'd the eighth 
Day without any great Diſorder. Then in the 
Evening his Breath was a little more difficult, 
Senſes grew heavier, and his Mind ſomething 
diſturbed. To which were added an Inqui- 
etude and Heat of Body. The Puſtules were 
almoſt dried up. He was diligently attended 
by Mr. Hollier: But this Gentleman was pre- 
vented following his own Method of Cure, 
by a certain Frenchman, who obtruding an in- 
fallible Medicine, made chiefly of Salt of 
Vipers, boaſted much of the Patient's Security. 
However, | 

On the ninth, his difficulty of Breathing 
was not gone off, and his Delirium jwas vio- 
Jently encreaſed. Therefore in the Evening 
Veſicatories were applied to the Neck and 
Arms; and a ſharp N being injected pro- 
duced ſeveral Stools. Whereby, 
On the zenth, his Breath became eaſier, and 
his Head was ſomething reliev'd. | 
But on the eleventh, the Fever was en- 
creas'd; ſo that he was troubled at times with 
a Delirium, and a very great heavineſs of his 


Head, and appear'd generally to be faſt _ 
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In the mean time his Tendons were convulſed; 


his Body was extreamly Hot; and his Breath- 
ing alſo ſomething difficult. His Pulſe was, 
however, both full and ſtrong. Therefore ſince 
he ſeemed to be in imminent danger, we were 
of Opinion, that he ought both to be blooded, 
and likewiſe purged in the following manner. 
Re. Decodb. Sen. Gereon. J ii. 
| Syr. de Rhamno Cathartic. 

Ag. Pæon. C. aa 3. M. 
It being objected, that ſuch kind of Reme- 
dies were extreme, it was anſwered, that in- 
deed they both appeared ſo, and were ſo, and 
that the Danger, which we would prevent, 
was likewiſe extrem. Wherefore Blood be- 
ing then taken away brought immediate Re- 
lief; and the Belly being often moved in the 
Night, the Heavineſs of his Head and Breaſt 
was ſo entirely removed, that his Fever ſeem d 
now alſo to be abated. Thus by the continu'd 
uſe of Remedies he was at laſt perfectly reca- 

vered. % | 


Caſe IX. 


HE Heir of a moſt noble and very an- 

cient Family was ſeized with the Small- 
Pox; ſa fnildly indeed that they came forth 
without almoſt any diſorder : Therefore in 
the beginning nothing was done to relieve the 
Diſtemper, except taking away four Ounces 
of Blood with Cupping-glaſſes. The Care of 
him was committed to the celebrated and 
3 .* learns . 
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learned Sir Hans Sloan. Thus he reached the 
eighth Day without any difficulty; ſo that there 


was no ſuſpicion in the leaſt of his falling at 


any time into danger. However, on that Day, 
when we firſt viſited him together, we found 
him both ſeized with a Fever, and oftentimes 
troubled with a Hiccough : He was alſo ſeized 
with a Cough. The Puſtules were crowded 
not only on his Face, but alſo over the whole 
Body ; particularly from the Breaſt down to the 
Navel they were extream thick ; which, as it 
is very rare, ſo it is not without reaſon plac'd by 
ſome among the bad Signs: Neither is it a 
thing uncommon, that the Small-Pox, tho' they 
broke out very eaſily at the beginning, as in 
this Caſe, ſhould in the decline of the Diſtem- 
per prove fatal. 'The Margins of the Puſtules 
were exceſſive red, and the Puſtules them- 
ſelves filled with a crude Matter, which in- 
clined indeed a little towards a yellowneſs: 
The Face was but moderately ſwelled : The 
Pulſe fuller, tho quick: No great Inquietude, 
however his Sleep was neither ſound nor long, 
The Spitting much too ſmall for the violence. 
of the Diſtemper : But his Strength was ſo 
languid that he did not care to have his Head 
raiſed from the Pillow, or to be turned from 
one fide to the other. That ſome regard might 
be had to theſe Particulars, we order'd him 
ſome of the milder Cardiacks, and other Re- 
medies. 8 

On the wo following Days no change of 
Circumſtances, except that the Singultus was 


gone 


tions, as much as poſſible. 
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gone off, Hypnoticks were given every Night 
and ſometimes alſo repeated. 7 

On the eleventh his Cough was greatly en- 
creaſed, and brought on a certain ſtraitneſs of 
the Cheſt. His Fever alſo encreaſed, eſpeci- 
cially in the Evening. Therefore pectoral Re- 
medies were preſcribed him, and a Veſicatory 
applied to the Neck. 

On the twelſth, the Belly being looſened 
with Cardiacks, the Fever was ſomething aba- 
ted; which yet return'd in the Night, fo that 
it occaſion'd a Delirium by Intervals, 

On the thirteenth, his Face was wholly 
cruſted over, and not the leaſt Tumour on his 
Hands. His Breath ſomething difficult: Nei- 
ther was the Fever yet mitigated, or the other 
Symptoms abated. The Urine however, al- 
tho* diſcharged in large quantities, depoſited 
ſome Sediment. Therefore deliberating ſeri- 
ouſly of the Matter, we had ſome diſcourſe 
about Evacuants, and of giving ſome Rhubarb. 
However, judging that we ought to proceed 
leiſurely at this time of the Diſeaſe, tho 
dangerous, we laid aſide that deſign. In 
which caſe our chiefeſt Care was, while we 
attended Nature's Endeavour, not in the leaſt 
to injure the Patient : And we thought alſo, 
we were oblig d to conſult our own. Reputa- 
Perhaps too it 


was prudently enough done of us to be un- 
willing either to try any Experiment, or to 
run any hazard by our Conjecture in fo il- 
luſtrious a Perſon, le 


ſt we ſhould ſeem, if we 
04 Ee 
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had not fav'd him, to have kill'd him: For 
if any Accident had happen'd, it might, per- 
haps, have been imputed to the Rhubarb; 
but if the Affair ſhould be brought to a Con- 
cluſion by a decent and cuſtomary repetition 
of Bolus and Fulep, we ſhould have purſu'd 
the Rules of Art. Nevertheleſs we ventur d 
to preſcribe a Chſter a ſecond time, and Veſi- 
catories were apply'd to both Arms. The 
Night reſtleſs; the Fever had never been fo 
violent before: He talked much, and very 
often wildly : The Pulſe both quicker and 
weaker. Therefore, in the Morning, 

On the fourteenth Day, we determin'd to 
try what relief might be had in this danger 
from Cupping-glaſles : Theſe being therefore 
apply'd, eight Ounces. of Blood were taken 
away ; whereby his Heat was ſomething a- 
bated, and his Head greatly reliev'd. In the 
Evening, however, ſince the Fever was as yet 
little abated, and we, at length, imagin'd that 
Evacuations would be particularly ſerviceable, 
mention was again made of Rhubarb ; one 
while fifteen Grains were propoſed, another 
while five and twenty But judging it ſafer to 
proceed the middle way, we divided the Mat- 
ter very equally; and twenty Grains being at 


laſt given him, we had no occaſion to fear too 


great a flux of the Belly. This producing one 
Stool, the Fever, however it ſeem'd now firſt 
to abate, yet ſtill continu d. Wherefore, leſt 
the Delirium, or the difficulty of Breathing 
ſhould encreaſe, we order'd Bliſters to be kept 
in readineſs, Qn 
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On the fifteenth Day things appear'd ſome- 
thing better : The Pulſe was more equable : 
There was now no ſtraitneſs. on his Breaſt ; 
however his Voice was very hoarſe. His 
Body was open'd by the injection of a Clyſter, 
which being then more inclinable to a Flux, 
this Day and the next he had three or four 
Stools. His Strength, however, unleſs at the 
very time of going to Stool, in no wiſe dimi- 
niſhed. 5 CG 

On the ſeventeenth, we advanced boldly to 
balf a Drachm of Rhubarb ;, whereby he had 
tbree Stools. But neither yet was the Fever 
entirely gone off, which, in the Evening eſpe- 
cially renew'd the Diſorder. The other 
Symptoms were indeed changed for the better, 

herefore, | 

On the 7wentieth, ſince he had every Day 
a Stool, twenty five Grains of Rhubarb were 
exhibited. The Fever was now entirely car- 
ried off; and his Strength (altho' his Belly 
being now looſer he had generally tma Stools 
a Day for ſome time) gradually encreas d. 

By theſe means was that noble Perſon, at 
length, recover'd from a moſt violent Diſtem- 
per by ſlow degrees: And that this Cure 
ought to be aſcrib'd to Evacuations, and in- 
deed chiefly to the flux of the Belly, is ſuffi- 
ciently prov'd from the Relation itſelf : For 
the Fever did not go off until the Purging had 
been gently indeed, and that ſeveral times, re- 
peated, 
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FA Delirium is pretty common, either at the 
A beginning or the heighth of the Smal. 

ox; but I ſcarce ever ſaw it ſo unruly as in 
a certain Virgin: The Small Por came out 
unſeaſonably, namely, on the ſecond Day; 
they were indeed very numerous and thick; 
ſo that they ran plainly together on the Checks, 
Dr. Pigot, being her Neighbour, attended her; 
who took great care that the Puſtules ſhould 
both come out and advance very happily, 
On the fourth Day, therefore, they were both 
in bulk, and alſo of a florid Colour; 
but ſhe had no ſleep for two Days; wherefore 
her Mind was in a ſhort time diſturbed, ſo that 
ſhe entertain'd vain Imaginations, and very 


melancholy Thoughts: She did not rave in 


her Talk, but threw herſelf about ſo violently 
that ſhe could not eaſily. be held. Her Pulte 
was pretty quiet that Day, but her Body ve- 
hemently heated; and the often cried out, 
that ſhe was as it were burnt with a Fire. Ve- 
ſicatories were order'd, and other Remedies 
which were proper both to encreaſe the Pu- 
{tules and procure Reſt. But theſe Aſſiſtances 
were unſucceſsful in procuring Sleep. There- 
fore her raging Fit ſtill continu'd the ſame, 
and much reſembled that of a Mad- Woman. 
The other Symptoms proceeded much accor- 
ding to deſire. | 
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On the ſeventh ſhe had ſome little Reſt; 
her Mind, however, was ſtill troubled with 
rain Imaginations. The Puſtules proceeded 
not ill; and ſhe was hitherto, if we might 
judge, by the Pulſe, generally free from a Fever, 
but ſome burning Heat ſeem'd to lie {lurking 
within; fo that ſhe had a continual Drought, 
and her Jaws were ſo dry, that the courſe of 
her Spitting was entirely cut off. 

On the eighth, ſince the Matter in the 
Puſtules ſeem'd now tending to a Suppuration, 
the Pulſe being quickned, ſhew'd that the 
Fever was come on according to cuſtom. The 
Pulſe, however, was both ſtrong and full. 
She had no difficulty of Breathing, but net- 
ther had ſhei any Reſt: Nor was her Deli- 
rium any thing abated. © In the Urine nothing 
_ appear'd digeſted, | 

On the ninth, every thing almoſt the ſame, 
except that both the Fever and Delirium ra- 
ged more violently. Therefore a Chy/ter was 
injeted ; by which the Belly being looſened, 
ſhe enjoy'd ſome ſhort ſpace of Reſt. _ 

On the tenth, the Puſtules were indeed fil- 
led with Matter, but that extremely indigeſted. 
The ſame diſorder of Mind; and the Fever 
brought to an extream degree of Heat. She 
was ſeiz d alſo at times with diſtenſions of the 
Nerves. Wherefore, about nine Ounces of 
Blood were taken away by the help of Cup- 
ping-glafſesz whereupon here was ſome, tho 
very {mall abatement of the Fever. The Ten- 


dons were now alſo compoſed, On 


3 | 1 
On the twelfth, things took a turn again Ml vere 
for the worſe : But neither yet were the 
Puſtules wholly dried, neither was the Tu- 
mour of the Face diminiſhed ; and the Heat 
of the Body was very intenſe. Half a Drachm 
of Rhubarb being now taken, juſt open'd the 
Body ; wherefore it was purged the next Day 
by a Medicine ſomething ſtronger : Upon 
that ſhe gain'd ſome Sleep, which was, how- 
ever, obtain d with ſuch difficulty, that the 
Opiates which were given her were generall 
unſucceſsful. A Caſe which is often experi 
enc'd in other violent Deliria. The Fever erer 
{till continu'd with the greateſt diſorder of ¶ thei 


Mind. Therefore, Pur, 
On the ſoxteenth, Hii of Rhubarb were rect 


order'd her; and repeated again on the MW oche 
ſeventeemth ;, ſo that ſhe had ſeveral Stools: it a 

But neither thus was the burning Heat of her Nor! 

Body extinguiſh'd or the Delirium abated. Wl er. 
Therefore, a8 l 

On the nineteenth, Leaches being applied to WW ker 

the temporal Veins drew away much Blood. WW $tr; 

EE Hence her Head was greatly reliev'd; which, ext! 
| however, was yet ſo unſettled, that her Deli- that 
rium now and then return d: Neither was the ¶ cy 

Fever yet ceaſed. Wherefore, per 

On the twentieth, a gentle purging Potion ¶ he. 

being exhibited, and within three Days re- Art 

peated, her Fever was ſo abated, that after nz 

Four and twenty Days her Mind was at laſt Þ rig 

ſettled. And after that, by uſing the 4ſſes- ven 


Milk, in order- to remove her — 
_ 
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ſhe was, in a ſhort time, perfectly reco- 
yered. | | 
OEZOr-Or OO OFOETO OD)! 
Hus you ſee, how unlike the courſe of 
the Diſtemper is, even in the ſame 
kind of the Small. Pox, and how various the 
nature of the Symptoms is, and plainly diſſi- 
milar: Lou ſee Patients of both Sexes, in all 
kinds of Weather, of every Age, every Habit, 
and at every Seaſon of the Year, labouring 
under the ſame Diſtemper, who were, how- 
ever, all deliver'd from the utmoſt danger of 
their Lives by this particular Method of 
Purging. You ſee how ſudden and unex- 
pected a Relief ſome gain'd by Purging ; how 
others were gradually reliev'd, by repeating 
it at due diſtances ; how all of them, ſooner 
or later, were recover'd in a wonderful man- 
ner. For were not all theſe Patients deliver'd, 
a it were, from the Jaws of Death by this 
Remedy? Some indeed, as it were, at one 
Stroke, were deliver'd, at once: Many were 
extricated by degrees, and very ſlowly ; 1o 
that if any one ſhould think their Recovery 
ought not to be aſcrib'd to Purging, the ſame 
Perſon may with equal Reaſon contend, that 
there either never was ſuch a thing as the 
Art of Phyſick, or that Medicine never did 
any one any Service. However, theſe noto- 
rious and remarkable Inſtances were not in- 
vented by the Imagination of Idle * ax 
duc 
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deduc'd from repeated Experience, the Miſt 
of Art; not coined ſecretly in Corners, and 


74 

in Cottages among Nurſes and old Women; = 
but done and prov'd before proper Witneſſes MW hit! 
in the face of all Mankind, and for the moſt lite 
part within the Walls of the Nobility. tha 
But, ſay they, this Method of Cure is new MW wa 
and unheard of, oppoſite to that of the Anci- Ml fo: 


ents, and now firſt deliver'd by us. You knoy, 
whatever be the Praiſe of it, how little we 
arrogate it to ourſelves : And I have declar'd, 
in another place, by what Authority we were 
induc'd to do it. But that we may be the 
better enabled, either to ſhun the Glory 2 
Inventors, or decline the Envy as Innova. 
tors, the Reader will not take it ill, if we 
ſhould trace this Argument farther back to 
the Original. Neither will it be much amik, 
at this time eſpecially, if I ſhould both pur- 
ſue this Diſtemper up to its firſt Original, and 
add ſomething likewiſe in a few Words, about 
the moſt ancient Writers upon this Subjed, 
*which may not be univerſally known. Which 

I the more willingly undertake, becauſe their 
ſeveral Times, as they are hitherto mark'd in 
Authors, are not only falſe, but alſo greatly 
confus d. Neither is it ſo ſurpriſing, that fo 
many Fables, and fo great obſcurity is found 
in the relation of theſe Matters, ſince the 
Writers have met with no proper Author 
who has deliver'd in an explicit order, the 
ſeveral Ages of the Arabian Phyſicians : but, 
at length, theſe Clouds were firſt ney 
e 
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the learned Pocock, by publiſhing Abul Pha- 
io , who was no mean Phyſician nor Hiſto- 
rian b. Wherefore, what I find to have been 
hitherto unobſerved by any one, as far as it re- 
lates to my Subject, I ſhall briefly conſider, 
that we may learn in what Age the Small. Pox 
was firſt known, - as far as it 1s clear from Hi- 
ſtory. | 

The Small-Pox therefore, tho' their riſe is 
perhaps obſcurer, than is commonly imagined, 
ſeem however to have taken it, even, from the 
Arabian Empire. For thoſe who contend that 
they where known to the Greeks, even the 
moſt ancient, plainly trifle : Since thoſe very 
Writers who were the moſt accurate in relatin 
the Signs of Diſeaſes, have not ſaid one Syl- 
lable about them. Neither am I ignorant that 
Rbazes c himſelf, in his own, not in George's 
Decretal, ( as Sebizius would have it * has 
affirm'd, that Galen bas not omitted them, and 
that he has delivered their proper Cure : Which 
Places of Galen I have neither with Diomedes 
Amicus found hitherto ; neither do I imagine, 
that they can any ways relate to the Small. 
Pox. — Rhazes, who has inſerted 
into his own Work, many Writings of the 
ancient Arabians, only ſhews, that this Diſ- 
eaſe was very well known ſeveral Ages be- 


' fore his own Time. 


The oldeft Perſon, therefore, who it is cer- 


tain has ſaid any thing about the Smai-Pox is 
Aaron 
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Aarbn a Prieſt, often mention d by Rhaxer, 
born at Alexandria, where Learning, and par- 
ticularly Phyſick had flouriſh'd, even from the 
Times of the Prolemies; who being famous in the 
Reign of Mabumed, A. D. 1622. or about the be. 
ginning of the Hegira, compos d thirty © Books 
of Phyſick, as it is ſaid, in the Syrian Lan- 
guage. This Writer has both deliver'd the 
Signs of the Small Pox b, and explained the 
times of the Eruption, and marked the ſeveral 
kinds whether ſafe or dangerous d: and ſeems 
alſo to have partly handled the Method e of 
Cure. For he ſays, when once the Eruption 
is over, that we muſt abſtain from things which 
are cold; he adviſes the Juice of Apium and Feni- 
culum, the better to bring forth the Small. Pox: 
laſtly, he deſcribes a Medicine to prevent any 
accident happening to the Mouth, Jaws and 
Eyes. So that the Small- Pox ſeems firſt to have 
taken its riſe, as far as we can colle& from Mo- 
numents, in Ag ypt, perhaps, the Country of 
Aaron, and which frequently produces a Peſii- 
lence and which then, when Alexandria was 
taken by Amron, and forced from the Greeks, 
was eaſily ſpread among the Arabian Nation. 
And it may be proved that the Small- Poæ did 
not exiſt, even in Greece, much before the time 
of Aaron, from Alius Amidenus, which the 
foregoing Age ſhews ; for he, tho he ſtudy'd 
Phyſick in the ſame Alexandria b, and collected 
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every thing he could together relating to 
Phyſick, makes no mention at all of them. 

About the ſame time, near the Death of 
Heraclius, in the Year 641, Paulus Agineta * 
illuſtrated Phyſick, or rather contracted the 
Volumes of the Ancients, particularly Galen 
He was remarkably ſkill'd in the management 
of Womens Diſtempers, whence he gain'd the 
Name of a Man-Midwife. Therefore he both 
begins his own Books of Phyſick, as you may 
obſerve, with the Diet of pregnant Women, 
and generally enlarges more in the diſorders 
of Women b than any others. He was a great 
lover of travelling: Yet ſince that diligent 
Writer, as he ſeems to have been, profeſſes c 
that he has not omitted one Diſeaſe, and has 
not mention'd one word of the Small Pox, it 
is no ſmall Proof, that they were not only un- 
known to the older Greeks, but that they were 
alſo not yet known even in his own Time. 

Some Years after this, A. D. 683. lived 
Maſerjawaihus, a Syrian, and a Few, and in 
the Opinion of Rhazes, an underſtanding Phy- 
fician : He, in the Reign of Merwan, made an 
Arabick d Interpretation of the Pandects of 
Phyſick, writ by Aaron the Presbyter. There 
are ſome of this Man's Writings to be met with, 
wherein he has deliver'd a Cure for Sore-Eyes 
occaſion d by the S- Pox e. 

And that the Small- Pox were ſometimes fa- 
tal, even at this Time, — the Arabians, 

we 
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we learn from Hiſtory *, that Al/affab the 
Chaliph died of this Diſtemper, A. D. 753, 
Some time after, Almanzor, deſcended from 
the Houſe of Abbas, enjoying the Government, 
was a great encourager of Learning; and when 
he was very ill with a Diſorder in his Stomach 
at Bagdad, a City which he had newly built, 
ſent for George an eminent Phyſician of Fondi- 
ſabur, and who was well ſkill'd in the Perſian 
and Arabian Tongues. This George wrote 
ſomething concerning the Small Pox; and has 
clearly enough explain'd at what Seaſons® they 
us'd chiefly to rage, and by what Marks they 
might be diſtinguiſh'd, He likewiſe added 
ſomething about their Preſages. 

About the Year 795, John, the Son of 
Meſue, a Chriſtian and a Syrian, a Man of 
Wit and great Reputation, open'd a School at 
Bagdad d with great Applauſe. Therefore, 
that Age produc'd a great number of Phy- 
ſicians. This Perſon undertook to explain 
the Writings of the ancient Phyſicians, at the 
Inftigation particularly of Raſbid the Caliph, 
to whom he was Phyſician, as well as to his 
Succeſſors, down to the Times of Almot awac- 
celus; with whom he was in great Eſteem; 
and at length, not till about the Year 846, 
died in an advanc'd Age. He compoſed many 
Books, but as Haly Abbas © obſerves, without 
any order; wherein he has deliver'd ſome 
Precepts concerning the Smail-Pox ; _— 
es 
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ſides that he order d the ſame things to the 
Eyes as Aaron did, and affirm'd, the Belly“ 
ſounding like a Drum was a bad Sign. He 
made a wonderful Medicine, as it 1s call'd 
for removing the Scars of the Smail-Pox, and 
firſt deſcrib'd that celebrated Decoction of 
Lacca and Lentiles b. He order'd the Belly 
alſo to be looſen'd with Aqua Fruguum, if 
needful, till the ſeventh Day. But his Wri- 
tings are now grown ſo very ſcarce, that they 
are hardly to be met with: For John of Da- 
maſcene called alſo Meſue, whoſe Works we 
have, was a very different Perſon, and much 
more modern than him we have been talking 
of, | | | 

But almoſt all the ſame things which are 
deliver'd by Meſue, concerning the Small- Pox, 
lat are treated of by Serapion e, who added this 
likewiſe, that Blood ought to be let at the 
beginning, either by opening a Vein, or ap- 
lain MW plying Cupping-glaſſes. He added likewiſe 
the ſome other Lenitives to thoſe  preſcrib'd b 


ph, Meſue : For it is to be remark d, that thoſe 
his things which have been now taken from Rha- 
c- zes, may be found alſo deliver d much in the 
m; ame Words in that Treatiſe of Feuers, which 
| 46, is reckon'd to be Serapion'ss Haly Abbas finds 
ny fault with Serapion d, for not having Tell ex- 
out WM Plained the Small-Pox, its Signs and proper Me- 
me bod of Cure, and inſerting it among Abſceſſes. 
be. Which Fault, however, Haly Abbas * is guilty 
des | P 2 -\ $308 
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of himſelf. Tho' Serapion was older than 
Rhazes, it is very uncertain at what time he 
livd ; for they who tell us he Hflouriſh'd 
in the Reign of Leo Iſaurus, about 730, are 
widely miſtaken, for I can find no authority 
for them to build on. 

To old Meſue ſucceeded a young Man, 
Tſante, the Son of Honain*, born at Hira, 
(which Honain, becauſe he had happily tran- 
ſlated ſeveral phyſical and mathematical Books, 
was called, by way of eminence, the Interpreter) 
and Grandſon of another Honain, called alfo 
the Interpreter : He himſelf being alſo ex- 
cellently ſkill'd in the Greek Tongue, and 
much given to the ſtudy of Philoſophy cul- 
tivated Phyſick very much in the Time of 4. 
 matowaccelus, He publiſh'd many Writings 
of the Ancients, after the example of his Fa- 
mily, tranſlated as well into Syriack as Arabick, 
This indeed was an excellence natural to his 
Family: So that it is to the Phyſicians brought 
up under their Diſcipline, that we chiefly owe 
the Arabick Verſions of Hippocrates and Galen. 
But Iſaac, as far as we can learn from Rhazes, 
treating of the Small-Pox, has advis d nothing 
but Bleeding, almoſt to a Faintneſs; a Ptiſan 
and binding of the Body, if it ſhould be too 
open. Perhaps this is the ſame Perſon who 1s 
call'd the Iſraelize, and who wrote that little 
Piece of Fevers, which was tranſlated into La- 
tin by Conſtantine, a Benedictine Monk of 
AM. Caſino, and who was a very great Encou- 

rager 
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rager of. the School at Salernum. For this 
Iſaac, whom we are treating of, being a Chri- 
ſtian, deſcended from the Ebadii, who being, 
perhaps, originally 7eme, made up of divers 
Tribes, retired into ſome Forts * in the 
neighbourhood of Hira. But Iſaac, whether 
him we have mention d or another, diſcourſing 
of Fevers, has ſettled ® four kinds of the Small- 
Pox ſuited to the four Humours; and content- 
ing himſelf to deliver their Signs before the 
eruption. of the Puſtules, has entirely omitted 
any mention of their Cure. To this Iſaac is 
likewife aſcrib'd a Work entitPd, Pantechni; 
which, by others, is referr'd to Haly Abbas, 
under the Title of Complementum Mediting, 
And it is certain, as Symphorianus Campegius e 
has remark'd, that there are many Paſlages in 
Haly Abbas exactly the ſame, both as to Cha- 
pters and Words, with what are quoted in 

\ Rhazes under the Name of Iſaac. But we 
ſhall ſay more of. this Writer in his proper 
lace, 

Next to him, in the Times of AlmoFaphus, 
4. D. goo, follow'd Joſeph Alſaber, otherwiſe 
called Vigilator, a Man of remarkable Learn» 

ing and Reputation, who with great diligence 
too collected every thing relating to Phyſick. But 

05 it is plain, that he has deliver'd hardly any 

tle thing relating to the Small-Pox d, but what 

La. vas taken from Meſue, 
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This is, for the moſt part, what Rhazes 
has extracted from the Arabian Writers rela- 
ting to the Small- Pon; who, as Haly Abbas: 
obſerves, has collected in that great Work, 
which is call'd the Continent, the Sentiments 
of all the Phyſicians, as well ancient as mo- 
dern, from the Time of Hippocrates, to that 
of Iſaac. There are other Phyſicians alſo 
quoted by Rhazes, who, tho their Ages are 
unknown, have treated of the Small-Pox, viz, 
Fudeus, Tabri, Tarmadi, Bugajeſu, among 
whom Fudeus 1s pretty ancient, as having 
been mention'd by Serapion, who 1s older than 
Rbazes. Neither is he a contemptible Au- 
thor; as having firſt deſcrib'd the two kinds 
of the Small-Pox, namely, the diſtin b and 
confluent. He likewiſe ſhow'd the Marks by 
which they might be diſtinguiſh'd from the 


- Meaſles. Laſtly, He has advisd thoſe things 


in the courſe of the Diſtemper, which may 
both haſten the eruption of the Puſtules, and 
prevent their ſtriking in by a gentle Aſtriction®, 


Thus far I have drawn up the Hiſtory of 
the Small-Pox, as well as I could, from the 
Fragments of the old Arabians, which are only 
to be found in the great Work of Rhaxes, be- 
ing at the ſame time aſſiſted by AbuEpharajus's 
Chronology. You ſee, as it were, in a rude 
Draught, with what Succeſs the firſt Lines 
ments of this Diſtemper are ſtruck out; = 

the 
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the Form itſelf is neither drawn enough accor- 
ding to the Life, nor brought near the Truth. 
There are many fine Strokes indeed, but no- 
thing perfectly finiſh'd, We ſhall, perhaps, 
find a Piece ſomething more finiſh'd by Rhages. 
Rhazes therefore flouriſh'd about the Year 
900; for having arriv'd to the Age of Eighty, 
and loſt his Sight, he dy'd in 932. Many 
will have him to have been a Moor, and ta 
have dedicated his Books of Phyſick to Alman- 
zor, Governour either of Corduba or Africa. 
But Rhazes was not born in Mauritania, but 
at Rei, a City in the Province of Choraſan a, 
and from thence had his Name ; neither was 
that Almanzor Lord of Africk or Corduba, but 
this Choraſan b; being probably a Vicegerent 
of the Saracen Chaliph. He was deeply {kill'd, 
according to thoſe Times, in all ſorts of Sci- 
ences, in Philoſophy, Aſtronomy, and Muſick, 
as well as Phyſick : Who, tho he was greatly 
converſant in Practice, (from whence he had 
the Name of Experimentator) and had the care 
of the Hoſpitals both at Rez and Bagdad, was 
yet continually Reading and Writing ©. Where- 
fore alſo he both collected and compos d many 
things concerning the Small-Pox d; eſpecially 
in that Work © wherein he has compil'd the 
Commentaries of all the preceding Writers; 
which Work, Haly Abbas * tells us, Rhazes 


drew up for his own private uſe; and that, 
P 4 even 
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even in his Time, it was very ſcarce. He hag 
beſides explain'd a the Courſe and Cure of the 
Small-Pox, in a particular Book, which a Greek 
Interpreter tranflated from the Syrian Tongue, 
and which Georgius Valla firſt tranſlated from 
the Greek into Latin And has diligently re- 
mark'd what is to be done both in the diſtind 
and confluent kinds of them. Neither has the 
ſuſpicion of Augenius Þ any foundation, that 
this Book was not writ by Rhazes, but the 
Greek Interpreter : Since Rhazes himſelf, in 
his Treatiſe of Fevers ©, refers his Readers, 
more than once, to this Piece. Augenius is 
likewiſe miſtaken, when he ſays, that RLazes 
is not conſiſtent with himſelf, in what he de- 
liver d in this Work and the Continent; inaſ- 
much as he has in both places, inſerted al- 
moſt the ſame Words concerning the change of 
Age, in which he is very large. But what he 
has produc'd out of the Continent © relating to 
the Blactiæ and the Small-Pox, do not belong 
to Rhazes, but to George. Therefore Rhazes, 
who was indeed an intelligent Writer, has 
fully explain'd to us, the Idea he had of the 
Small- Pox, as well in this Diſcourſe of the 
Peſtilence as in the Continent itſelf: So fully 
and copiouſſy indeed, that _ few things 
ſeem wanting either towards eſtabliſhing the 
Signs, or forming the Prognoſticks, or alſo 
rightly managing the Cure, in the #r# Stage 
at leaſt. From this Fountain the Arabian 
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Maſters, who ſucceeded him, ſeem to have 
drawn every thing relating to the Small-Pox, 
For my part, I herein deliver my own Opi- 
nion; but we muſt be determin'd by Authors. 
For neither has Haly Abbas the Perſian added: 
any thing to Rhazes, however he detracted 
from his Reputation. He was indeed a Man 
at that time eſteem'd very learned; and there- 
fore had the Title of Magus. About the Year 
980 he wrote his Almaleci, or the Royal Work, 
which he dedicated ® in very hyperbolical 
Language, as was the faſhion of the Eaſtern 
Countries, to the Chaliph Ada-dodaula c. 
This Book, however, 1s cried up by the Au- 
thor himſelf, as the firſt Book among the Ara- 
bians, which takes in the whole Body of Phy- 
lick: And it certainly deferv'd to be preferr'd 
before the Canon d of Avicenua; for if you 
regard the Precepts of Cure, it is much ſupe- 
rior to the Canon itſelf. Wherefore, in the 
Year 1127, Stephen of Antioch, with much 
pains, tranſlated this Book into Latin; tho? 
others, as we have obſerv'd, will have this 
Work to have been written by Iſaac. Beſides, 
Avicenna himſelf, who was born in 980, at 
Bochara, and died in 1036 ©, has wrote no- 
thing of the Small-Pox which he did not take 
or pillage word for word from Rhages; unleſs 
what he ſays about bloody Urine f, and his won- 
ler ful Preſcription, as it is called, of 8 Ly of 
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Dates. And, to ſay the truth, that Syrup is 
wonderfully compounded of many, and thoſe 
very different Ingredients. And indeed, ſo 
much more unjuſt to Rhazes is that Writer to 
be reckon d, who often wounds him ſecretly 
from whom he has borrowed ſo much, How- 
ever, ſuch was the fortune of Avicenna (not 
unaptly ſtil'd the Prince) that when Rhaze; 
was neglected, and almoſt forgot, (I ſpeak of 
the Small- Pox) he continued his Empire in the 
Schools of Phyſick for ſeveral Ages. Neither 
is he the only Inſtance of a Perſon pillaging 
the Writings of other Men in a barefac'd man- 
ner, or more decently Epitomizing them, who 
has ſometimes obſcur d the luſtre of the genuine 
Author. Whence Gentilis Fulginas was ſo 
bigotted to Avicenna, that he judg'd him to be 
not only a better, but alſo an Author much 
ancienter than Rhages; and affirm'd, that 
after bim, Rhages had wrote with ſome 
Skill concerning the Small-Pox. But in what 
Rank Rhazes, however lighted, is to be 
placed, 1s abundantly ſhewn by that excellent 
Writer among the Arabians, Alſabaravius, 
Contemporary, as ſome will have it, with 
Averrhoes b; for he, altho' he has never made 
any mention of Rhazes, has yet follow'd him 
in almoſt every thing; ſo diligently indeed, 
that he has tranſcrib'd © thoſe very Chapters, 

verbatim, 
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verbatim, wherein our Author has deliver'd 
the Cure of the Small-Pox a. 

In like manner Averrboës, and who was 
ſomething older than him, Avenzoar, both 
Arabians, tho born in Spain, ſeem to have 
produc'd nothing new upon the Cure of the 
Small-Pox, And yet the contagion of the 
Small-Pox ſeems at that time fo to have ſpread 
itſelf, even thro* the Nations of Europe, that 
there was no Diſtemper more popular: And 
if any one eſcapd free, it was look d upon, 
according to Avenzoar, as a Miracle. 

I doubt you will think me tedious in dwel- 
ling ſo long upon theſe horrid and almoſt ob- 
ſolete Monuments of the Arabians : But be- 
cauſe the Small-Pox had its firſt riſe among 
the Arabians, and 1s almoſt the only Diſtem- 
per whoſe Hiſtory they have not borrow'd 
from the Greeks, I was willing to explain a 
Matter thus intricate, and not clearly enough 
known ; ſo that by laying down the order of 
Time, every thing might be ſeen 1n one view. 

Therefore, that we may now return from 
whence we digreſſed, let us enquire into the 
Opinion of Rhazes concerning the Method of 
Cure, particularly at this time of the Di- 
ſtemper. He therefore, tho he forbids looſen- 
ing the Belly, when the Diſtemper is not yet 
at the heighth, approves * of it in the declen- 
ſion ; for this reaſon chiefly, that Nature may 
be eaſed of her Load, and the morbifick Mat- 
ter diminiſhed, And as he had been very 
cons 
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converſant in Practice, he has laid down ſome 
ſound Rules whereby the Phyſician's Judg- 
ment may be directed: He adviſes this Me- 
thod of carrying off the Humidity, F the Bogy 
be weakly, bloated and full of Humours, or there 
be a lurking feveriſbneſs ;, but chiefly if there be 
added an undulating Pulſe; for in this caſe the 
Strokes are many and vehement, and denote 
Diſeaſes abounding with too much Humidity, 
and among theſe continual Fevers * particular- 
ly. Do you think any one could lay down 
theſe Precepts about the manner of Purging in 
the declenſion of the Diſtemper, (namely when 
the Puſtules are firſt dried) either more ex- 
preſly, or with better Judgment? Neither 
did Rhazes deliver theſe Rules only in a dicta- 
torial manner, that they might be practiſed by 
others, but confirm'd them by his own, and 
that indeed a very long Experience. For the 
Caſe of Hebithuſeyn's Daughter 1s obſervable; 
which, tho' I have touch'd upon in another 
place ©, yet ſince it is appoſite to our preſent 
conſideration, give me leave to mention it a- 
gail. © She therefore by the plentiful uſe of 
“ Camels-Milk, fell into the Small-Pox ; nei- 
4 ther was ſhe purged or let Blood before they 
“were come out on the fourth Day; there- 
fore they came out ſo much crowded, about 
the Eyes eſpecially, that the good Women 
„ who were preſent, wondred it was poſ- 
« {ible to preſerve them hy Medicine. The 
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* Belly, as it is cuſtomary in this caſe, was 
* always bound; however, ſince at the decline 
&* of the Diſtemper there {till remain'd ſome- 


thing of an acute Fever, and ſince this judi- 


“ cious Phyſician ſaw it ariſe from the remains 
of the Humours which could not be thrown 
* off by the Puſtules, he judg'd ſhe could be 
© reliev'd no other ways than by Purging : 
„But ſo weak and languid was this Patient, 
© that ſhe could bear no Medicine in any de- 
< oree ſtrong, therefore he wiſely manag d her 
e with ſuch moderation, that he order'd her 
nothing but Priſan and Ag. Fruct. (of which 
* the form may be ſeen in Meſue *) for fifteen 
* Dayscontinually, which produc'd two Stools 
* every Day. At length, on the fourtieth Day 
there was a Sediment in her Urinez but 
* neither was ſhe perfectly recovered till the 
* fftiech.” You ſee what a feveriſhneſs this 
Small-Pox raiſed, and to what a length it run 
out: which yet that. ſagacious Phyſician, at 
laſt, removed by the help of Purgativeg 
and a perſeverance in that Method of Cure. 
Alſabaravius, a follower of Rhazes, how- 
ever forgetful of his Maſter, has adviſed the 
{ame manner of Cure, and almoſt in the ſame 
Words: He orders the Belly to be looſened 
when the Diſtemper is come to a Cri/es b, par- 
ticularly if the Patient's Strength continue, and 
the Pulſe be any thing ſtrong ; and he recom- 
mends thoſe Medicines, as more preferable ta 
the others, which excite leaſt Heat. 
Several 
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Several Ages after this, there was no men- 
tion made, among the European Phyſicians, of 
this Method of Purging in the Small-Pox , 
neither is that any wonder; for Avicenna ſaid 
nothing of it; ſo that we may not look for 
any thing among them which that Prince had 
At length, upon the reſtoration of Learn- 
ing, and the ſhaking off the Arabian Yoke, 
Mankind: learnt to deliver Things, not upon 
the Authority of others, but to uſe Experience 
as their Guide, and to follow their own Opi- 
nion. This attempt, therefore, either of Art 
or Nature, is hinted at by that ſagacious Phy- 
ſician Fernelius; who, tho' he has ſaid but 
very little concerning the Small. Pox, yet tell 
us, that the violence of this Diſtemper may be 
reſtrain d, f the Body being opened it ſhould 
critically throw off the remains * of the contami- 
nated Humours He obſerves alſo, That the 
Fever continues till that foul Load is diſcharged 

Stool b. Marcellus Donatus of Mantua, who 
ved much about this Time, and was the firſt 
among the Moderns who wrote an entire 
Treatiſe of the Small- Pox, altho' he is ſome- 
thing cautious in this Matter, yet when the 
Diſeaſe is in the declenſion, and the Puſtules 
dried, eſpecially i 4 Fever or any other Sym- 
ptom urge it, adviſes, in imitation of Alſa- 
haravius, gentle Purges c. Beſides, if a Flux 
ſhould ſupervene, upon account of any — 5 
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ft by Nature, which, not being' diſcharged 
1 2 Skin, ſhe endeavours — of by 
Stool, He adviſes the prudent Phyſician to ſe- 
cond this attempt of Nature, by giving Rhu- 
barb, or any other ſuchikind of Medicine: And 
plainly derides thoſe who contend that purging 
v never to be uſed in fluxes of the Belly a. 
Other Phyſicians likewiſe, who flouriſh'd * 
nearly at the ſame time with Marcellus in Italy, 
for inſtance, Mercurialis b, Rod. a Fonſeca e, 
Campolongus d, , Diomedes Amicus e in France, 
Parey f, and laſtly, Mercatus8 in Spain; ſeem 
to have. the ſame ſenſe of this Method of 
looſening the Belly. In whole Steps very many 
Phyſicians, both of theſe and other Nations, 
have trod b. So that Ballon of Paris, a Perſon 
the moſt converſant in Practice at the begin- 
ning of the laſt Age, thus concludes his Diſ- 
courſe concerning the Smai-Pox , namely, 
* That he had learnt by long Experience, that 
* in popular Diſeaſes, wherein Exanthemata 
* had appear'd, Bleeding and Purging often 
* repeated, nay, a fetid Diſcharge procured 
* either by Art or Nature, or the force of the 
* Diſtemper, had reprieved many from the 
“Grave. Neither muſt that Caſe be paſſed 
by which Chicot i, ſpeaking of gentle Purging, 
relates: He there informs us, that Simon Petre, 
notwithſtanding the oppoſition of Alan, Mare- 
fer, 
2 C. 30. p. 209. 5. duer. 28. 0 252, 4 
rau. ob as. 7 „ « 40. | * Jul. cal. 
Claud, Empir. Rat. Genuenſis Exerpt. Zacufus Luſit. 786. M. 
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ſcot, and Duret, three of the moſt celebrated 
Phyſicians at that time, ſaved the Daughter of 
a Pariſian Senator, who, at the declenſion of 
the Small. Pox, laboured under a moſt dange- 
rous Fever, by this Method of Cure. 

Thus we ſee this Doctrine of the uſefulneſs 
of Purging, when the Smail-Pox were on the 
decline,*prevailed even unto this Time. Theſe 
Precepts indeed, as we find them deliver'd by 
Authors, are entirely conſonant to Reaſon and 
Experience: But ſuch, however, as we may 
perhaps, with ſome Reaſon, judge too lax, and 
not ſufficiently accommodated to the exigency 
of the Diſtemper. For, either at what time 
particularly, or on what Day this Purging 
ought to be inſtituted, has not hitherto bis 
determined by any one. At length, Syden- 
bam thought it might be preferred to any other 
Remedies on the thirteenth Day in the conflu- 
ent Small. Pox, if Bleeding had preceeded ; 
however, he poſitively forbids it before that 
Day. But that Advice, as I have elſewhere 
obſerved a, and as it evidently appears from 
theſe Caſes which I have related, was too 
cold, and not nicely enough ſuited to the dan- 
ger. Therefore if we have innovated any thing 
it is this, that we have judged it e to 
make uſe of this Remedy, for the moſt part, 
in Caſes of Extremity, even before the t hir. 
teenth Day. | 
_ However, that we may the leſs wonder 
this Subject has been ſo ſlightly and oonfuſedlj 


treated 
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treated of by Authors, it is eaſy to obſerve; 
(which yet I find to be little underſtood) that 
they have not taken due notice even of that 
very Fever which conſtantly attends this kind 
of Small-Pox, at the time of maturation. But 


it is at this time of the Diſtemper, that far the 


greateſt part of the Diſeaſed are both in danger 
and die : So that you will find them in that 
very caſe, which requires the niceſt Judgment 
inthe Phyſician, and the moſt exa& Precepts of 
Cure, either wholly ſilent, or, if you regard 
the hazard of Life, perfectly trifling. For 
what have the Arabians themſelves, and among 
the reſt Rhazes, whom we have ſo often men- 
tioned ; I ſay; what have they done in this 
important conjuncture, nothing but relieve the 
Eyes, Noſe and Throat, and prevent the Pits and 
Scars of the Small-Pox, as if they had been en- 
tirely:thoughtleſs of the ſecond Fever? Theſe 
Advices are indeed well enough adapted to the 
caſe and comelineſs of the Patients; but little 
ſerviceable with regard to the Health. 

It appears indeed ſomething ſurpriſing, that 
among ſo many Authors, who have ſince ſuc- 
ceeded, hardly any one, if you except Auge- 
nius and Diomedes Amicus, has even lightly 
touched upon this Fever, which ariſes upon 
the Suppuration of the Small-Pox e And of 
theſe, not one has fully explained, either on 
what Days it uſually firſt appears, or what 
Courſe it keeps, or what Diſorders it brings 
along with it. Even they who have publiſh'd 
entire Books upon this Subject, as * 

. ane 
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Campolongus, Antonius Portus, have made no 
enquiry into this ſecondary Fever: Neither 
has Sebigius given us any light into this Af. 
fair, altho a very prolix Writer, and one who 
took great ' pains in compiling all the Senti- 
ments of difterent Authors. And indeed they 
are all of them ſo defective in the Hiſtory of 
this Diſeaſe, that they have no where menti- 
oned either the ſeveral Stages of the Small-Pox, 
or that flux of Spittle which almoſt conſtantly 
attends the Confluent fort. All which you 
may perceive were entirely paſſed over, not 
only by the Foreigners, even Riverius himſelf, 
but (what 1s wonderful) by our own Country- 
man Willis. Thus, tho” it may appear at firſt 
ſight incredible, it will be very evident to the 
ſtudious Reader, that the ſeveral Commenta- 
ries upon the Small-Pox have been entirely 
lame and imperfe&, in theſe Particulars which 
we have mentioned, down from the Time of 
Rhazes, even to that of Sydenham ;, who has 
largely ſupplied this defe&, to the great hap- 
pineſs both of the Patient and Phyſician ; and 
has himſelf more clearly explain'd the diffe- 
rent Stages and Ainds of this Diſtemper, than 
all the other Phyſicians of all Ages and Na- 
tions. Neither has he been, like the reſt, de- 
ficient in this laſt act, as it were, of the Small. 
Pox; but, as he wiſely ordered many things, 
either towards the leſſening or extinguiſhing 
this Fever, ſo he firſt introduced amongſt us 
this Method of looſening the Belly, a Method 
inſtituted by the remoteſt Antiquity. So — 
EA they 
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they who blame this Method of Purging, as 1 


thing new and unheard of, muſt have been 
little converſant in the Records of Phyſick: 


However, they have my free leave to be ſtill 


pleaſed with their own Imaginations, how - 
childiſh ſoever; tho I can by no means con- 
ſent, that they who have ſo ſmall a ſhare of 
Learning, ſhould determine concerning the 
Hiſtory of theſe Affairs. 

But let us ſuppoſe this Method of Purging, 
to be new and unheard of : As if it were a 
Crime to invent a new Method of Healing, 
which our Forefathers did not follow ; or as 
if the Art of Phyſick was ſo abſolutely com- 
pleat, that it could poſſibly receive no Amend- 
ment or Addition. Is not Sydenham therefore 
to be blamed, who publiſh'd many new things, 
and thoſe greatly important to human Life, 
concerning the cure of the Small-Pox, which, 
as we have ſeen, was entirely rude and imper- 
fect? Or, Did he finiſh every thing ſo per- 
fectly, that they who ſucceed him, can make 
no Additions to him? We have ill deſerv'd, 
imagine, of thoſe whom we have recovered, 
that we have tried the force of Imagination 
in this Matter, and experienc'd how far Phy- 
lick may be carried in the moſt difficult Caſes. 
It had undoubtedly been better to have gone 
on prudently in the beaten Path, and there- 
fore a ſafe one: It would have been better, I 
ſay, being furniſh'd with a phyfical dread, and 
religiouſly perſuing the Footſteps of our An- 
ceſtors, to have tried nothing; and not ram- 
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bling from the Rules of Art, to have looked if 
on our dying Patients, and not have deliverd I Bu 
them from Death. Without doubt we have fe 
done as great an Injury as if we had killed I tin 
them, in that we dar'd to ſave our Patients Ge 
by a new Method. Po 

But, ſay they, the Patients are not always I rat 
| recovered by this Method of Purging. Indeed for 
we are not Perſons of ſuch a turn of Mind, a; MW Pr 
to hope to give Immortality to mortal Men: ing 
Neither did any Medicine ever come within MW net 
our {ſlender Knowledge, which would certain- mz 
ly and conſtantly prove effectual in every Caſe; W Bo 
eſpecially in this Diſtemper of the Small- Por, MW 7 
wherein we are very often deceiv'd, by the MW ic 
purulent Matter ſeizing upon the inner Viſcera, 
and forming an Abſceſs, either about the Pre- 
cordia or in the Lungs. They who being 
endowed with an happier Invention, haue 
found out this Antidote againſt Death, may, 
one time or other, be ſo kind to make it pub- 
lick. Thoſe Medicines, indeed, which ſeemd 
to promiſe ſome mighty Matter, have hitherto 
eluded our Hopes ; even that celebrated Pow- 
der of Alſabaravius, which in the Small. Por, 
tho nine Puſtules were come out, prevented 4 
zenth *, whatever Vertue it might have in for- 
mer Times, is now entirely decay'd by Age. 
Neither did Waldſmid's Spiritus Polychreſtu, 
meet with better luck; from which Dole 
affirms he had ſeen ſuch wonderful Effects, 
That he dar d averr, no one could hereafter dis, 


i 
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if he would but make uſe of that Medicine a. 
But as every thing grows the worſe for Age, 
Perſons ſeiz'd with the Small-Pox, die ſome- 
times, as far as I can learn, even at this Day, in 
Germany. Tho' indeed that Species of the Small. 
Pox, which is by us called the Confluent, very 
nrely happens in that Country, as I am in- 
form'd by Letters from the Learned Hoffman, 
profeſſor at Hall. The ſame Gentleman, ſpeak- 
ing of Purging in the Small- Pon, ſays, He 
never ſaw thoſe Perſons ſucceed well in their 
management, who are afraid of opening the 
Body after the Eruption is compleated: to which 
purpoſe he himſelf makes uſe of the gentley Me- 
dicines ;, and adviſes his Pupils to do the like, 

But that this whole Queſtion about Purging 
may be better underſtood, give me leave to 
argue a little upon it : The Patient, at the 
going off of the Small-Pox, lies ill of a violent 
fever; the Puſtules dry up, fo that nothing 
more can be thrown off the Blood by the 
Pores of the Skin, nothing can be carried back 
from the Skin into the Blood ; other Reme- 
dies have hitherto either anſwered little, or, 
in the Judgment of all intelligent Perſons, are 
not likely to ſucceed : And, unleſs the medi- 
cal Art intervene, the Patient muſt undergo 


the greateſt hazard of his Life. Will you 


ſuffer, therefore, this Man to die patiently? 
Or would you not rather, in ſo dangerous a 
Caſe, make a trial, whether .any means of 
Safety might not poſſibly be found out? When 

Q 3 wing 


» Encyglop. 574. 


| (84) 
things are reduced to theſe Streights, we ought 
not to make the leaſt Queſtion, whether it is 
better to give a doubtful Remedy, or none at 
all: which, tho' it be doubtful, may perhaps 
ſave Life, at leaſt it may protract it ſeveral 
Days. But, what if it ſhould not ſucceed? 
It is ſufficient that any one be thought to have 
tried this kind of Medicine lawfully, if he 
ſhould find 1t to have ſucceeded even upon one 
Perſon in a thouſand. 3 

I do not doubt but you remember a very 
{ſingular Caſe of a Noble Youth : He labour d 
under the worſt kind of the confluent Small. 
Pox ; the Puſtules were indeed extremely 
thick, and filled with a thin and indigeſted 
Matter; ſo that, towards the end, almoſt his 
whole Body was raw, as if it had been cor- 
roded. He reached the ninth Day with the 
greateſt difficulty : The Puſtules in the Face 
dry and very black: The Hands not at all 
ſwelled: He had frequent returns of a Deli 
rium and Coma, neither was his Breath ſufh- 
clently free: His Fever burnt immoderately : 
No relief from the Veſisatories which had 
been applied. You, Sir, when you perceivd 
him to be in ſuch extreme danger, ordered 
three Drachms of Lenitive Electuary to be given 
him; which producing two or three Stools, 
tho” it did not afford much relief, averted 
however the preſent danger : For it was 
thought he could not poſſibly ſurvive even 
this very Night. The next Day when Sir 


Hans Sloan and I were called in together, 0 
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all imagined: his Life, to be in the moſt im- 
minent danger, and foreſaw there could be no 


hopes, unleſs a gentle Evacuation being made, 


things ſhould take a turn for the better. 
Therefore, four Ounces of Blood were taken 
away by the help of Cupping-glaſſes: Upon 
which, ſince the Fever was ſomething leſſen'd, 
the other Symptoms were alſo abated. In the 
Evening a Clyſter being injected, gave him 
two Stools. On the eleventh his Fever was 
ſomething abated ; but his diffulty of Breath- 
ing {till continued with a little Cough ; nei- 


ther was the Delirium wholly yet gone off: 


He had a greater propenlity to Sleep than was 
requiſite, Wherefore we ordered him a Lin- 
Fus with ſome Oxymell, and this Medicine 
as follows. 8 
R. Decoct. Sen. Gereon. J ii. 
Sr. Roſar. Solut. J ſs. 
Ag. Pæon. Compt. 3 ii. M. 

This gave him two gentle Stools. In the 
Morning therefore on the zwelfth Day, every 
thing was remarkably changed. For, ſince the 
Fever was in a manner gone off, he was freed 
both from the Delirium and the difficulty of 
Breathing, His Urine alſo afforded good Signs 
of Concoction. His Pulſe was indeed equal, 
but ſmall. Cardiacks were preſcrib'd him, in 
order to recruit his long decayed Strength. 
The next Day, ſince the Fever returned, a 
Chſter was injected; which yielded as much 
relief as could be expected, tho? it continued 
but a very few Hours: For the Fever return- 
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ing again violently, the other Symptoms alſo 
grew worſe. And, on the fifteenth Day, 
ſince his Strength could hold out no longer, 
he ſunk under his Diſtemper, to the great 
Grief of his Friends. 

I was the willinger to be ſo large in this 
Account, that it might be perceiv' d what ef- 


fect purging may have in Caſes plainly deſpe- 


rate. We confeſs indeed, that Purges are not 
always ſo effectual, but that Perſons labouring 
under the Small. Pox die ſometimes ; but any 
ſkilful and impartial Judge will perceive from 
this very Hiſtory, that we preſerv'd the Pati- 
ent by theſe means until the fifteenth Day, 
who would undoubtedly have died either on 
the ninth or at leaſt on the eleventh, if this 
method of purging had not been inſtituted, 
But tho we were not wholly able to ward off 
Death, we however gain'd a truce for ſome 
Days. And I perſuade myſelf it is the Duty 
of a Phyſician to protract the Lives of his 
Patients, as far as it can be effected by 
Art, tho' the Time be ever fo ſhort : For 
what Perſon, even of the greateſt Sagacity, 
can in theſe difficult Circumftances foretel, 
when we have gained even this ſhort ſpace of 
time, whether Nature may not be able of its 
own Strength, to recover the Patient, or at 
leaſt whether Phyſick may not be able to con- 
tribute ſomething likewiſe ? Indeed, many ſeem 
to have periſhed either thro' the Negligence or 
Timidity of their Phyſicians, wh, by the 
aſſiſtance of Art, might have been very hap- 
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ily extricated out of this violent danger. 
But as to what regards Purging, it, as far as I 
can learn from Obſervation; 1s more conveni- 
ently and ſucceſsfully practiſed upon Adults 
than Children: Upon this account I believe, 
that ſince their Strength 1s more confirmed, a 
more accurate Judgment may be-made of it, 
upon which Point the whole Affair turns. 

I have been the fuller upon this Head, that 
it may appear the Phyſician is not always to 
blame, if at any time the Event ſhould not 
ſucceed ta, his Wiſh ; and that he may have 
given Phyſick with good Judgment and Art, 
tho' it did not avail any thing to the Recovery 
of the Patient. As in a Sphacelus, a Surgeon 
may judiciouſly cut off a mortified Limb, tho' 
he who ſuffer d the Amputation ſhould die in a 
ſhort time after; inaſmuch as that was the only 
Remedy remaining which could poſlibly fave 
Life. Thus in Apoplexies, Bleeding fometimes 
avails little; nay, oftentimes, when the Evil 
is incurable, as Practicioners experience, it 
haſtens on Death ſomething faſter : Yet who 
is there fo ignorant in Phyſick, as not to advife 
Bleeding in this Caſe 2. For unleſs he can re- 
lieve this way, there 1s no other Means left of 
obtaining a Recovery. How much ſooner then 
ſhould any one fly to Purges in this extreme 
danger in the Small. Pox, when perhaps he may 
have ſome ſmall hopes of preſerving Life, or 
at leaſt be confident of prolonging it. 

For to ſay ſomething of that danger, which 
ſome dread, as being the certain conſequence 


of 
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of this Method of Cure, they ſeem to me not 
to underſtand, either what that Diſtemper can 
bear, .or in what manner this Medicine ought 
to be applied. But do they know any one to 
have been killed, or carried off by Purging 
Perhaps they may : For my part I do 
not : Nay, not one whom it did not re- 
cover, unleſs in a Caſe which, in the Juds- 
ment of every one, was plainly deſperate, 
Farther, I can affirm, which may perhaps 
ſeem ſtrange, that not one of thoſe who could 
not be ſaved by this kind of Remedy, ever 
died of a Loo meſs: and that no one ever 


ſunk under the Operation of the Purge: But 


that thoſe very Perſons, who, tho Catharticks 
were given them, however died, almoſt al- 
ways found ſome Relief from them for a time. 
And this indeed 1s agreeable to Reaſon ; for 
Nature at this time labours under the too great 
weight of the Diſtemper, and has no occaſion 
for an additional load from the Inteſtines: 
By what Medicine then can ſhe be more ex- 
peditiouſly relieved, than that whereby. this 
load of Fæces is diſcharged > But neither yet, 
| becauſe a ſpontaneous flux of the Belly has 
proved deſtructive (which does not, however, 
very often happen) is the opening of the Body 
to be ſcrupled at this time of the Diſtemper 3 
for whatever agreement there may ſeem to be 
betwixt them, they differ very widely : for one 
of theſe Caſes ſhews plainly that the Strength is 
diſſolved ; in the other Caſe what hinders, if 
the other Indications agree, our trying thoſe 

Purges 
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Purges which are ſuited to the Strength. 
Upon this account likewiſe is there the leſs 
danger from this Evacuation, in that we can 
moderate it at our pleaſure ; either by giving 
the moſt gentle Remedies, or in a moderate 
quantity, or at the longer Intervals. Beſides, 
at this time of the Small-Pox the Belly, having 
been ſo long ſhut up and immoderately charg'd 
with Feces, is not fo readily looſened, as to 
occaſion any fear of too great a Flux, There- 
fore it is in our own Power, either to hold in 
or let go the Reins; we may try this Expe- 
riment of Purging without any danger, in the 
moſt gentle manner; we may, if it avails any 
thing, repeat it at times, ſo that we may pro- 
ceed gradually, as far as we deſire. Where- 
fore, ſince this kind of Remedy is not only free 
from Hurt, but greatly advantageous to the 
Patient, I admire at the dulneſs of ſome Men, 
who being prejudiced, are entirely averſe to it; 
or at leaſt they adminiſter it ſo timorouſly and 
cooly, that they are not willing to try it till 
the Health is even irrecoverable. As if it 
were better to wait for the danger, than pre- 
vent it: As if he would not more eaſily ſur- 
mount the danger of this Diſtemper, who is 
thus reliev'd on the ninth or tenth Day, than 
by deferring this Medicine till the thirteenth 
or fifteemb, when the Diſtemper is become 
already inveterate. | 

But we may eafily obſerve from whence all 
this Error took its riſe ; they are afraid, for- 
hath, len upon purging the Sf Ten e 
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ſtrike in, leſt the Humours (as they ſay) ſhould 
run back to the Center; and laſtly, leſt the 
ſwelling of the Hands (which yet happens 
quite otherways) ſhould ſubſide. But they 
may remember that Sydenham , among other 
things, has wiſely remark'd, ©* That this putrid 
<« Fever, for Inſtance, which attacks Perſons 
“ labouring under the confluent Small- Pox on 
ic the eleventh Day, is entirely different from 
the Small-Pox itſelf and that it is no 
te otherways occaſion'd than by the putrid 
Particles being abſorbed again into the Blood, 
« from the Puſtules which are now come to 
© maturation, and thereby raiſing this Heat: 
For neither in this ſtage of the Diſtemper 
© can the Puſtules, which are now hard and 
© jncruſted, be either carried inwards, or re- 
&© coil within the Skin, or loſe the leaſt Par- 
te ticle of their bulk.” Therefore that judi- 
cious Practicioner thinks no Medicine can be 
found out for this Fever, but what is derived 
from Bleeding and looſening the Belly, Nei- 
ther indeed is the nature of the Small-Pox at 
this time, the ſame as that of a Tumour juſt 
tending to Suppuration; in which caſe a purge 
too haſtily given prevents the Tumour from 
ripening: The Matter however being at length 
carried off, as well as may be, by the Tumour, 
if any reliques of it ſnould taint the Blood, 
they are, in the Judgment of all Phyſicians, 
to be carried off chiefly by Purging. And 
this is ſometimes adviſed to be done in _ 

Y 
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by Hippocrates *, I obſerve therefore, Dio- 


medes Amicus, who was the firſt, as far as I 
can find, amongſt a very few, that fully ex- 
plain'd this Fever which ſucceeds the matu- 
ration of the Small: Pox, and remark'd b, that 
it is little different from the Epbemera which 
is occaſion d by Apoſtemations, inclin'd to this 
Opinion: For in the declenſion of the Di- 
* ſtemper, whey it is known from the con- 
* tinuance of the Fever, and other Symptoms, 
ce that there are any remains of the Humours 
* in the Body, he adviſes an Evacuation to be 
% made by very gentle Purges : Which Eva- 
* cuation is the ſame in his Judgment (nor 
&« r;ght perbaps) which both Rhazes and Se- 
e r2pion adviſe to be made in the like Caſe, 
« after the ſeventh Day ©.” Foſephus de Me- 
dicis Cretenſis, who lived ſomething later than 


him, and was converſant in Practice fourty 


Years, after he had loſt his Sons by an imma- 
ture Death, affirms, that we ought never to 


truſt to the remiſſion of the Fever when the 


Small-Pox are going off; © but thinks the 

« Phyſician ought ſtrenuouſly to endeavour, 

< that the putrid and cacochymious remains be 

* wholly diſcharged the Body by various 

* ways, eſpecially Bleeding and gentle Purg- 
ing. 

The Fever which conſtantly attends the Small. 


Pox that are crowded, creates great Diſorders; 


wherefore ſome Perſons have taken very great 
Paine 


» De Ulcerib. 4. b Tractat. de Paridt. e. 6. 
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pains that it ſhould not repuſulate : And have 
thought they could = prevent it, by givin 
the Peruvian Bark a little before the coming 
on of the Diſtemper. Celeſtial Remedy indeed! 
which if it could certainly prevent this Fever 
and the pitting b of the Pocks, by imparting at 
the ſame time two of the greateſt Benefits to 
Mankind, might be able both to preſerve 
Health as well as Beauty. But whether it 
has been the Lot of the Diſtemper or the 
Remedy to be. changed, this faculty of the 
Bark has been long ſince vaniſhed : So that we 

ought rather now to liſten to thoſe, who be- 
ing happier in their Undertakings, are able 
by artfully drawing out the very Seeds of the 
Small-Pox, to prevent their eruption entirely, 
or if they ſhould come out, to make them cloſe 
themſelves again. We expect therefore, with 
ſome reaſon, from thoſe Perfons who poſſeſs 
this Art, that this Diſtemper of the Small-Pox 
will quickly be deſtroyed. 

But as to what regards the Cure, this Me- 
thod of purging in putrid Fevers, and others 
alſo which are difficultly ſolved, has been 
handed down to us from the remoteſt Anti- 
quity. I have faid in another place e, that 
Hippocrates attempted it} ſometimes in acute 
Fevers ; but if I had ſaid very often, I believe 
I had not been miſtaken. For that great Ma- 
ſter in the Art of Healing, however he may 
have publiſhed ſome common Notions, which 
ſeem leſs favourable to this Opinion, yet —_ 

g " 
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he argues more —_ upon this Matter, 
adviſes this kind of Medicine particularly to 
be applied to _ Fevers of different kinds, 
Thus in a ſtrong Fever, when the whole Body 
was ſeized with a Pain; in Lipyriac; ina 
violent Vomiting d; and in that Pleuriſy © which 


1s called the lower one, as being ſituated below 


the Diaphragm, he commends purging Medi- 
cines. In like manner in a Cholera f 'in Diſ- 
caſes of the Spleen s, and Liver b, in almoſt all 
Inflammations of the Uterus; and ſometimes 
alſo thoſe of the Lungs k, or in Wounds of the 
Head followed by a Fever and Eriſypelas |, or 
when the febrile Humour has fell upon the 
Fauces m, he uſes the very ſame Medicine in 
2 liberal manner. And He indeed perſues this 
Method of Cure ſo as to adviſe it more particu- 
arly when the Fever ariſes from a redun- 
dancy of the Bile n, which ſometimes happens. 
Finally, He lays it down as a pepetual Rule 
for purging in acute Fevers, when the Urine 
comes to be thick o: And indeed this, as it is 
avery good Sign in the Small-Pox, fo it inti- 
mates alſo, that purging may be convenient] 


inſtituted at this time of the Diſtemper. Nei- 


ther was that which Hippocrates gave, always 
of the mildeſt kind ; inaſmuch as he ſometimes 
pre- 


2 Aphor. 4. 10» d De affe8. 13. c De Veratri uſu. * 
LU Ibid. e Tbid. & 2 Vid. acut. 11. 12, 13. & 4. 96. 
* 4 Vie. acut, 105, 106. 4 Intern, affeB. 36. & ſeq. 
u Ibid. 33. & ſug. i De Morb. lib. 3. * bid. lib. 2. 
De Vulner. cap. 27. m Vie. acut. 4. 37, 38. 
n De affect. 13, de intern, affect. 38. & ſeq. de locis in Hos 
Mine 38, 39. De orb. 21 35, 36. 

Vid. deus. 4. 43. . 


1 


(94) 
preſcribed the moſt powerful Remedies ; as for 
inſtance, in pleuritick Caſes, Helleborus and 
Peplium *. So that whoever can but dexte- 
rouſly turn over the Index to Hippocrates's 
Works, will eaſily find out the Opinion of 
that great Man concerning the whole Doctrine 
of Purging. Neither will it make any thing 
againſt us, if in a Treatiſe (which is reckon'd 
very ſpurious in the Opinion of all intelligent 
Perſons) he ſhould ſeem to have forbid our uſe 
of purging Medicines, unleſs the Fever be al- 
ready remitted, and on the fourteenth Day. 
For if one ſhould read but a few Sentences 
farther, one might with a ſmall ſhare of Judy: 
ment, find out what was the Opinion of that 
Author, when there was any danger at hand, 
For he ſubjoins ©, But if be ſurvive this Day, 
and the Fever abate with the purging, the Pa- 
tient will recover. By which words (ſays * An 
tonius Ponce de Sandta-· Crug, no mean Writer) 
be clearly inſinuates two things, both that pur- 
ging may be done, and that it may prove ad- 
vantageous : Which face ſeems to me to be a 
remarkable proof that Hippocrates, in urgent 
Caſes, gave purging Medicines. For, firſt, he 
treats of acute Fevers. Secondly, After be 
was afraid of, or abſtained from purging, be 
ſays thirdly, if the Patient ſurvive on the day 
of purging : intimating, that the Patient being 
in very great danger Fad taken a purge, and 


found himſelf benefited by it. Therefore it 
| i 
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s unjuſt not to try that Remedy, which, in the 
like danger, 1s the only one remaining, 

But this Doctrine of Hippocrates, as it was 
very well underſtood, ſo is it every where 
ſharply vindicated by Galen; affirming, that 
the putrid Matter, when it is fixed in the 
Body, can be carried off by pnrging only a. 
And they who have taken much pains in ex- 
plaining the Writings of the Ancients b, have 
treated very largely of this Method of curing 
Fevers : So that there has been no one, for a 
long while, who, when any putrid Humours 
have given riſe to a Fever, does not think 
they ought to be diſcharged by purging, 
which, to uſe Fernelius's Phraſe, ſolely draws 
off the Cacochymy ©. * Thus (as the ſame Au- 
* thor, ſpeaking alſo of Fevers, obſerves) it has 
* been often remarked in Practice, that by 
* the purging off the cruder Humours, whe- 
ther it happened either ſpontaneoully, or by 
* Art, the Concoction is haſtened, and that 
* afterwards the Urine becomes purer, and 
* lets fall a Sediment; and the Diſeaſe, which 
* was before both doubtful and dangerous, 1s 
* rendred both ſafe and falutary.” Neither 
are they afraid, that by this method of purg- 
ing, they ſhould either encreaſe the quantity 
of Bile, or raiſe too great an heat in the Blood; 
lince thoſe things which they adviſed in theſe 


putrid Fevers, were both mild and moderate, 
R Which 


2 Method. Compoſit. paſſim. b Proſper, Martian. in Vi#, 
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Which we have alſo adviſed to be obſerved in 
that Method of curing the Small- Pox which 
we follow. So Sydenham, imitating theſe 
Perſons, inſiſts only upon Evacuants, not only 
in a ſpurious * Peripneumony, but in that alſo 
which he calls an Hyemal > Fever, ariſing from 
putreſcent Juices : And remarks, that after 


once —_—_ and thrice Purging it generally 


went off. Beſides, in that very peſtzlential © 
Fever, which raged violently the Year fol- 
lowing the Plague, he ventured to give à purge 
in twenty four Hours after having given a vi- 
olent Sudorifick : Which Method of Cure he 
glories to have ſucceeded fo happily, that he 
did not loſe one perſon who laboured under this 
Diſtemper. 
And certainly there are Fevers, whether 
you will call them malignant ones, or by any 
other Name, when they have continued for 
any long time, and there has been no perfect 
Criſis, which hardly admit of any other Cure 
than what is carried on by gentle Catharticks, 
This indeed is prov'd by daily Experience; 
and we have very lately found it true in three 
Patients, whoſe Caſes were very remarkable. 
All theſe were ſeized with a Fever very much 
the ſame; which, tho it continued without 
Intermiſſion, never arrived to any remarkable 
degree of Heat; ſometimes it ſeemed to remit. 
All of them were much affected in their Heads 
for many Days: So that the firſt lay conti- 
„ * nually 
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nually after the manner of one in a Delirium, 
or an Ideot; the ſecond laboured not only un- 
der a lethargick Drowzineſs, but, what is very 
rare, under an Hiccough for eleven Days con- 
tinually; and the third, having both loſt his 
Speech, and being by Intervals convuls'd was 
an horrid Spectacle: The Fever in each of 
them was protracted beyond the twentieth 
Day; it continued upon them all in ſo conſtant 
a tenour, that Medicines availed nothing at all, 
they ſeemed equally ſuſpended between Life 
and Death for near eight Days continually : 
However, they were all ſo far relieved by 
Purging, repeated at due Intervals, and with 
proper Caution, that by this Method of Cure 
they were at laſt effectually recovered. 

Why then cannot the ſame Medicine take 
place in the Small-Pox, when, they being al- 
ready ſuppurated, the putrid Matter which is 
thrown back upon the Blood has excited a 
feveriſn Heat. Which we often find can by 
no means be appeaſed, unleſs it is ſome wa 
or other diſengaged again from the Blood. 
That this may commodiouſly be done, is the 
Part of a ſkilful Practicioner; for, as the Oc- 
caſion is very preſſing, ſo in this Caſe there is 
required both a found Judgment, and alſo ſome 
Experience. For many things render that 
dificult to an Ignorant Perſon, which a Pra- 
Qicioner is extremely expert in. But he who 


is endued with this happy Sagacity, will eafily 


diſcern what Cautions he ought to follow, and 


what Seaſons he ought to chuſe, in order to 
"7" _—_ adapt 
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adapt theſe Precepts concerning the Cure of the 
Small-Pox to the preſent Diſtemper : Which 
yet he will ſo prudently manage, as very often, 
(when Nature is ſtrong enough of itfelf to throw 
off the Fever; and ſometimes alſo, tho' the Fe- 
ver is carried off, it ſhould pot be able to effect 
any thing) to judge, that if he ought not to 
abſtain from purging Medicines, at leaſt he 
ought to apply them very ſparingly. 

What we have ſaid concerning this Method 
of curing the Suall- Pox, is levelled ſolely a- 
gainſt that danger which attends the ſecond 
Fever: We are not talking of that kind of the 
- Diſeaſe in which the Fever continues extreme- 
ly moderate, and goes off in a manner of its 
own accord: Inaſmuch as it is unneceſlary to 
make uſe of this Remedy, unleſs in violent 
Diſorders, and in deſperate Caſes; as it is un- 
ſeaſonable, ſo is it alſo unſucceſsful. 

But why do I argue and diſpute any longer 
with thoſe Opiniators, who have never once 
tried this method of Cure; neither, if they 
are willing to try it, will they be ever able to 
underſtand it? Why do I oppoſe them with 
Reaſon in a Matter ſo exceedingly evident? 
To Experience I appeal ; let that be the Ar- 
bitreſs and Umpire in this Controverſy. 

Let thoſe Perſons who are converſant in 
Phyſick, practice, with me, what I have writ 
for the ſake of Phyſicians, and not Nurſes, if 
they ſhould approve of it; if not, they have 
my free leave to reject it: For I have neither 

Leiſure nor good Will to waſte my Time 
F549 in 
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in diſputing with captious Men. I am de- 
termined to ſpend the remainder of my 
Days, not in examining frivolous Cavils, but 
only in preſerving the Lives of Mankind, as 
much as poſſibly I can. However, I would 
adviſe thoſe Perſons who inveigh againſt us, 
either 1gnorantly or maliciouſly, that they 
would diligently conſider the Words of the 
celebrated V. eſo 2, who treats allo of purging 
in Fevers. 

< In this Caſe particularly we muſt be de- 
“ termined by Experiments; theſe Men will 
* produce their own, and will ſwear un- 
* doubtedly, that they were greatly ſucceſs- 
* ful. On the other hand, thoſe Men will 
* deny that they ever ſaw any but what were 
* extremely unfortunate ; theſe therefore are 
ce ablig'd to confeſs, that they have either in- 
jured abundance in the trial, or that they 
ſeldom or never tried it, but abſtained from 
“ it out of an avowed Prejudice. Upon 
* both accounts, their Authority is not to be 
< regarded : Beſides that, the Teſtimonies of 
* the affirmative (ide are really of more weight 
* than thoſe of the negative. 

I muſt confeſs, the conſtant Cant of thoſe 
trifling and (as they imagine themſelves) phi- 
loſophiſing Fellows, has oftentimes raiſed my 
Indignation, and oftentimes alſo my Laughter, 
when they tell us we muſt always attend Na- 
rure, and proceed in that Path which Nature's 
ſelf points out to us: As if no body knew this 
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but Perſons entirely -unſkill'd in all the Arts 


and Sciences: As if they were leſs capable of 


this who are aſſiſted by the Writings of the 
Ancients, and have made ſome progreſs in 
Learning. What elſe have thoſe ingenious and 
Jearned Men done, thoſe great Reſtorers of 
Phyſick among the Greeks and Arabians, what 
End did they propoſe to themſelves in their 


Studies, than to underſtand only how to fol- 


low Nature; to follow her, however, in 
ſuch a manner, as that they might guide and 
direct her by Art, whenever there was occa- 
fion? Can we receive therefore no advantage 
from their Lucubrations > Can we find no 
aſſiſtance in our Endeavours towards relieving 
the Afflicted, from their Experience, Hiſtories, 
and Inſtitutions > Becauſe, forſooth, it is the 
part of an honeſt Phyſician to obſerve only 
what 1s indicated by Nature. In truth, thoſ. 
_ Perſons who entertain theſe Sentiments, 
truſting too much to their own natural Saga- 
city, will not eaſily underſtand what is meant 
by the word Nature; neither will they un- 
derſtand what ſhe Indicates, nor what help 
the ſtands in need of; or, laſtly, by what 
means ſhe may be aſliſted. 

Deſpiſing therefore theſe empty Philoſo- 
phers do, you, Learned Sir, ſtill perſiſt in that 
Path which you have long perſued with ſo 
much Reputation: Neither will you be aſha- 


med, how great ſoever your Genius may be, 


to ſeek any aſſiſtances of Learning whatever, 


Go 
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Go on to revolve that great ſtock of Books 
you are furniſhed with, and to extract, as 
you do, many things from thence, into your 
daily Practice. 

Go on to profit by the Labours of others, 
relying upon your own ſound and exquiſite 
Judgment, no leſs than from your own Ex- 
perience: And if by accident any thing ſhould 
occur in theſe Papers, which you might be 
willing to have made your own (tho' few 
things will occur which have not been long ſo 
already) you will not deſpiſe it, tho' publiſhed 
by any Author whatever. 


London, Sept. 20. 1729. 


While I was writing theſe things I receiv'd 
ſome Letters from Phyſicians remarkable for 
their Learning and Humanity; which, becauſe 
they accurately and elegantly explain this 
whole Affair about Purging, I promiſe myſelf 
will not be diſagreeable to you. 
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FC 
Learned Sir, 


F I am not miſtaken, I promiſed you the 
relation of one, aud that a very remarkable 
Caſe ; I now, at laſt, perform my Promiſe, 
and am willing to believe, that by adding one 
or two more Caſes, I ſhall eaſily obtain your 
Excuſe for my delay, which, if I had not been 
hindred by my own bad Health, I ſhould not 
have made. | 


\ 
\ 


_CſetT. 


Xx Lovely Youth continued ſafe for ſeveral 
| Months, tho' the Small-Pox, and that a 
very ill fort, was rife at Oxford. At length, 
ſome ſudden Affairs required him to take a 
long Journey; I foretold, that by changing 
of the Air, and by riding on Horſeback, he 
would be ſeized with the Small Pox, and 
therefore adviſed him, upon the coming on of 
the firſt Symptoms, to be blooded and take a 
Vomit. And thus Matters came to paſs : Be- 
ing ſeized with the coufluent Small. Pox, and 
attended only by an Apothecary, he took 
hardly any Phyſick till the ninth Day. But 
there being ſome appearance of danger I was 
ſent for : In the mean time, however, my 
Friend Dr. Burton being called in, fince he was 
then accidentally in theſe Parts, he viſited the 

Patient, 
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Patient, and ordered him ſome Cardiacks and 
a Paregorick Draught, and applied a Bliſter to 
his Neck. On Sunday Morning, being the 
tenth Day from the Eruption, 1 came : His 
whole Face was nothing but one continued 
Cruſt, reſembling a kind of Parchment, or 
rather a white Wall: His Body was univer- 
ſally covered over with confluent Puſtules, 
that nothing but Puſtules could be diſcerned. 
His Strength however ſtill continued firm: 
His Urine copious, and a laudable Spitting. 
On the ſame Day Dr. Burton returned to Ox- 
ford, giving me no good hopes of the Patient. 
In the Evening his Fever began to rage vio- 


lently, attended with the greateſt Inquietude. 
then ſet aſide all Cardiac Medicines, and 


only gave him a gentle Paregorick. In the 


Morning he ſeemed ſomething refreſhed with 
his Sleep; the Symptoms were much the ſame 
as before, only I obſerved the Urine, which 
both then and always he diſcharged in large 
quantities, to be limpid and pale, without any 
Colour. With good reaſon, ſuſpecting that a 
Phrenzy would follow, I applied Bliſters to 
both Arms; nevertheleſs, within two Hours, 
he was ſeized with a moſt violent Delirium and 
Phrenzy, ſo that he could be hardly held in 
his Bed. I preſcribed a Narcotick Draught to 
be repeated within fix Hours. In the Even- 
ing, by perſiſting in the ſame Method, and 
exhibiting at due Intervals temperate Cardiacks, 
I found every thing changed for the better. 
And thus things proceeded happily till the 


thir- 
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thirteenth Day. The Spitting, with the help 


of a Gargle, flowed well : There was likewiſe 
a diſcharge of Urine, tho ſtill pale. The Pu- 
ſtules, however, over the whole Body, Hands 
and Feet, which I then expected to ſwell and 
be filled with Pus, being now entirely flaccid 
and empty, fell in. In the Morning his Belh 
looſening ſpontaneouſly he had ten Stools; in 
which, as well as in his Spittle, there was 
ſome appearance of Blood. His Urine came 
away inſenſibly : He was ſeized with frequent 
Spalts, Drowzineſs, Coma and Delirium. His 
Pulſe ſo very ſmall that I could hardly per- 
ceive it. In one word, He was ſo far gone, 
that there was hardly any appearance of Life 
in him. 

In the mean time he had a violent Looſe- 
neſs, ſo that giving him a Scruple of torrified 
Rhubarb in a Draught of Deco@. album, it in- 
ſtantly paſſed thro* both Stomach and Inteſtines 
without any alteration. In this imminent 
danger I gave him a Styptic Bolus, with ſuch 
Succeſs that it ſtopt his Flux. I applied Bl:- 
fler to his Legs, and gave him a Narcotict 
and Alexipharmick Draught, in order to refreſh, 
in ſome meaſure, decay'd Nature. 

All things ſucceeded better than I expected; 
the Bliſters anſwered very well, as they had 
done before, He had ſome Sleep, and that 
tolerably eaſy ; and his Strength ſeemed to be 
ſomething recruited. But on the fourteenth 


Day the Diarrhea returned in the Morning; 


and I order'd him the following Draught: 


( 105 
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Thus Nature and the Medicine together gave 
him ffteen Stools within twelve Hours: In 
the mean time Cardiacks were not neglected. 
Even you, Sir, might perhaps have been a little 
ſurpriſed, had you ſeen this happy and ſudden 
change of all the Symptoms. 

On the fifteenth bay: the Puſtules on the 
Hands and Feet were again ſwelled : And on 
the ſzxteenth the Urine ſeparated and was of a 
laudable Colour. In the Evening, however, 
his Looſeneſs returned again of itſelf; but 
upon taking of Opium the Patient had a reſpite 
for ſome Hours. 

On the! ſeventeenth in the Morning it re- 
turn'd again. But ſince I found his Strength 
to be good and firm, I immediately ordered 
him a Cathartick made of Deco@. Senne Gereon 
and Syr. de Spind Cerv. 

At length, on the eighteenth, he roſe out of 
Bed, being now freed from danger, (his Eyes 
being then firſt opened for thirteen Days) and 
uſing proper Methods, he was perfectly reco- 
vered. This, however, I believe, ſeldom hap- 
pens, that within five Days, (to wit, from 
Wedneſday to Sunday Night) any one ſhould 
have near a hundred Sroofrs — — 
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Caſe II. 


Woman was ſeized with the confluent 
Small-Pox, numberleſs Puſtules appear'd 
on the Skin, which yet were by no means 
ſwelled as they ought to have been. Tempe- 
rate Cardiacks and Anodines being taken to no 
Purpoſe for ſeveral Days; on the fifth a Bliſter 
was applied to the Neck, which ſucceeded 
_ Happily, and the Puſtules proceeded in a re. 
gular manner. But on the /:xth, in the E. 
vening, every thing took a turn for the worſe, 
the Puſtules ſunk in ; which was attended firſt 
with a frequent inclination to make Water; 
then ſucceeded an involuntary Emiſſion, and 
afterwards a total ſuppreſſion of it for thirty 
Hours. She had a Dilirium, Drowſineſs, and 
{ſmall Pulſe, and almoſt every other Evil. 
On the ſeventh, in the Morning, two Blifters 
were applied to the Arms, and a temperate 
Cardiack was likewiſe exhibited, The Plaſters 
had no effect. In the Evening I ordered two 
more to be applied tothe Legs, and Cataplaſm: 
to the Feet. A Ch/ter was alſo injected without 
any Succeſs. : 
On the eighth, in the Morning, finding no- 
thing ſucceed, and perceiving hardly any Pulte 
at all, and 2 Body about her deſpairing of 
her Recovery, 1 order d her the following Ca- 
Thartick ; | 
Re. Decoct. Sen. Gereon J iii. 
Hr. de Spina Cervina J i. 
5 Tart, 


art. « 
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Tart. Vitriolat. Oi. 

Ag. Mirabilis 3 vi. N. 
This not working I order'd another Cyſter to 
be given her : Then indeed was the Matter 
accompliſh'd ; for within fix or eight Hours 
ſhe had ſax or ſeven very large Stools, And, 
what is ſurpriſing, in the Evening the Bliſters 
were all riſen very well. By the help of a 
Gargle we provok'd a laudable Spitting. But, 
on the eleventh Day, obſerving the Puſtules 
not to ſwell at all, and that the Patient was 
{till burthen'd with her Diſtemper, I ordered 
another Cathartick with very great Succeſs, 
Neither did the Diſeaſe, after this, threaten 
any Ill, which does not uſually happen, and 
which ought to be expected, when the Small. 
Pox are ſo crowded and run together. 


Caſe III. 


Have now in hand the Cure of a young 
Woman, whoſe Caſe is ſomething parallel, 
except that the Bliſters by no means perform'd 
their part. She was attended with a difficulty 
of Breathing, wherefore I order'd a Vein to be 
opened. And from the ninth to the fourteenth 
daily preſcrib'd either a Cly/ter or a Purge. 
On the ninth Day ſhe had thirteen Stools. 
She likewiſe often took an oily Mixture with 
(me! ſcillit. which carried on the Spitting 
ery well. It is now the eighteenth Day, and 
I judge her to be entirely void of any danger 


from the Small. Pox. 
s | Caſe 


(nos). 
Caſe IV. 


Girl, tolerably robuſt, labour'd under 2 
violent Pain of the Head and Back, with 
a Nauſea and tenſion of the Stomach, about 
the time when ſhe expected the Menſ/es. But 
theſe not coming down, the Apothecary gave 
her Steel and other things of the like kind for 
three Days : But the Girl complaining more 
and more I was called, and eafily perceiving the 
Small-Pox juſt beginning to appear, I ordered 
a Vein to be open'd immediately. On the 
fourth Day ſhe was ſeiz d with a large flux of the 
Menſes and Belly, which continued for about 
tbree Days, but moderately : The good Women 
and even the Apothecary himſelf were very 
much terrified, and very earneſt in ſtopping, as 
ſoon as poſſible, this Diarrhea, as they called 
it. But I being of a different Opinion, advi- 
ſed the contrary : Nor do I at all doubt, but 
that the Recovery of the Girl depended en- 
tirely upon that Flux : By this means Nature 
threw off that Steel which had been ſo unſea- 
ſonably given. Beſides, I do not think the 
Looſeneſs could have been ſtopt, without ſup- 
preſſing the Menſes at the ſame time. I will 
not enter here into an Argument, but ſo it was, 
that by giving only temperate Fuleps and Li- 
quors for thoſe Days, the Girl recovered. 


Thus, Sir, I ſend you theſe naked Caſes; 
if there be any thing in them worthy of no- 


FTE TEE 


they do not underſtand. 
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tice you will readily diſcern it. I am ſurpri- 
ſed, however, that ſo rational a Practice of Pur- 
ging ſhould meet with ſo many Adverſaries. 
Certainly they either not read at all, or elſe 


The generality of 
thoſe whom I have yet heard object to this 
Method, take for granted, that Purging is aſ- 
ſerted to be always neceſſary in the ſecond 

Fever, in every kind of the Small- Pox. 
I wiſh, indeed, there was any certain Me- 
thod of Practice in\ the Small Pox, which 
would as eaſily cure them as the Bark does an 
Intermittent Fever But all that is aſſerted of 
this Method is this, that in ſome certain Caſes 
and Circumſtances, all our Hope is placed in 
Catharticks. I will not here, Sir, interrupt 
ou with my Reaſonings ; however, I believe, 
if we conſidered the Matter well, it might all 
be reduced to this general Theorem, which 
might eaſily be demonſtrated, viz. That in all 
tinds of Diſeaſes, whereſoever and whenſoever 
there is either any Conſtipation or Plet hora, 
or any appearance of it, there Purging well or- 
dered and duly performed, 1s always not only 
ſafe, but neceſſary. In a Plethora (I mean 
a Plenitude of any kind whatever ) Bleeding 
is likewiſe, for the moſt part, neceſſary. In 
Inflammatory Fevers, indeed, and ſome putrid 
ones, a Plethora is eaſily diſcerned by the 
Symptoms. But in the confluent Smai-Pox it 
often deceives the Phyſician. For while the 
Small-Pox do their part, if the Puſtules are 
duly ſwelled, if there is a copious flux of 
_  Spittle 
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Spittle and Urine, they imagine every thing 
proceeds well, and indeed not without Rea- 
ſon : Nevertheleſs, nothing is more common 
than for ſuch a Patient to be carried off, as it 
were, by a ſudden Death, a Day or two after the 
Crifts. In Caſes thus full and loaded, tho the 
Secretions mayiproceed well, Purging is entirely 
neceſſary, and that not too late. The mere 
quantity of the Diſeaſe makes a Plet hora, and an 
Evacuation is requilite to relieve Nature. This 
kind of Plet hora is frequently attended with a 
dithculty of Breathing, Phrenzy, Deliria, great 
Inquietude and want of Sleep; and often a 
flow Pulſe upon account of the Plethora. By 
Conſtipation I mean, that ſtate of the Animal 
CEconomy, when all the Secretions, or at leaſt 
ſome, are either not at all, or not rightly per- 
formed. This too often happens from a too 
great and conſtant uſe of the hotter Alexiphar- 
micks, which, if they do not produce their 
proper effect within a due time, are not 
only given to no purpoſe, but always with 
ſome certain danger, and that not only in the 
Small-Pox, but in putrid Fevers, thoſe par- 
ticularly which are Mal: Moris. But ſometimes 
alſo a Conſtipation happens from the mere 
weakneſs of Nature, from a ſoft and relaxed 
Tone of the Fibres ; and alſo mala Stamina. 
In theſe Cafes, however, Purging may avail. 


— 
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Caſe V. 


Youth of this tender Conſtitution was 
very lately ſeized with the Small. Poæ, of 
the confluent kind. His Pulſe was ſmall, and 
his Strength but little. I order'd Gaſcoign's 
Powder 31. to be given every eight Hours: 
After two Doſes he bled ſixteen Ounces at the 
Noſe (tho' a Vein had been before opened) 
and it was at laſt ſtopt with ſome difficulty. 
His ſlender Veſlels could not bear ſuch tem- 
perate Cardiacks; yet without Cardiacks he 
languiſned. His Urine and Spitting always 
flowed plentifully. On the ninth Day he was 
ſeized with a Delirium, Drowſineſs, and the 
Puſtules were totally depreſſed. Væſicatories 
were applied to the Neck and Arms, which 
drew forth a very large quantity of Humours; 
however, the Patient did not at all feel them. 
On the tenth Day Veſicatories were applied 
alſo to the Legs, which likewiſe ſucceeded 
well. Howevever, all theſe things did not 
par- remove the Diſtemper: He, in à manner, 
dragged on Life. On the tre Day gave 
him a gentle Purge; which was again repea- 


ere { 
red ted on the fourteenth. And thus the Patient 
py grew well again. So that this tender Youth, 
1, | who could ſcarce bear any kind of Remedies, 


except Anodines, was recovered by the help 


of Catharticks. | 
| Beſides, a Conſtipation happens not only in 


uſe the Criſis or ſecond Fever, but ſometimes alſo 
| 8 m 
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in the beginning : The Puſtules at that time 
not proceeding rightly, and the other Reme- 
dies not anſwering, by giving a gentle and 
proper Purge, I have often removed all the 
ill Symptons which threaten ſo many dan- 
gers in the Criſis. This Practice I long ſince 
learnt from my Father, who often followed 
it with good Succeſs; as myſelf and many 
others can witneſs. And indeed the Small- Pox 
generally proves very mild, if either an 
Emetick of Ipecacuana, as is uſual, or Na- 
ture itſelf has produced a few Stools at the 
beginning. And how capable Catharticks are 
of throwing out the Puſtules, namely, by de- 
terging the cuticular Paſſages, and ſetting Na- 
ture at liberty, take this ſhort Example. 

In the Month of May I was taken ill of a 
Fever (the Hiſtory of which I ſhall not relate), 
after ſome time the Fever ſeemed to be ſolved. 
However, the Phyſicians began to ſuſpe& there 
would be an eruption of ſome Puſtules (com- 
monly called a Raſh.) I was therefore con- 
fined to my Bed and Sudorificks; Veſicatories 
were alſo applied. And after fix Days, my 
Urine, Tongue and Pulſe indicating the Fever 
to be ſolved ; and there being yet no eruption 
of the Puſtules the Phyſicians order'd me to 
ariſe; and the next Day, I being very Coſtive, 
a Clyſter was injected. Within a Day or two 
they gave me a Purge, and in the Evening 
a Paregorick Draught. Having entred my 
Bed I felt myſelf immediately to be burnt 
and vellicated, as if with Bliſters, I fell 

| into 
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into 4 profuſe Sweat, which laſted three of 
four Hours. After that I ſlept. In the Morn- 
ing I found myſelf as crowded with Puſtules, 
as if I had been ſeized with the Small-Pox, 
which Eruption continued violent for two 
Months. | 

In a word ; Nature is always ſimple in her 
ways, and the Phyſician has nothing to do, 
but follow her. And it is no wonder if 
thoſe Perſons, however Learned, who are too 
much pleaſed with Hypotheſes, fall into Er- 
rors. It is however very true, that many 
ingenious Men, not duly attending to Nature's 
Direction, attempt to cure the Symptoms in- 
ſtead of the Diſeaſes themſelves, and therefore 
make more Diſtempers than Nature has done. 

And this Error ſeems chiefly to ariſe from 
that confuſed heap of Diagnoſticks which are 
generally to be met with in moſt Phyſical 
Writers. I wiſh that You, or any other Gett- 
tleman well verſed in the Mechanicks and Ma- 
thematicks , had either Leiſure or Inclination 
ſeriouſly to conſider the Chata@eriſtick Notes 
and Analogy of Diſtempers. And I am pers 
ſuaded, that the kinds of Diſeaſes arid their 
ſpecifick Differences in many Caſes might be 
determined. I laboured a long time myſelf at 
this Work, which is ſo much wanted, and at 
length brought it to a Concluſion. But read- 
ing it over ſeveral times, and finding it not 
anſwer my Wiſhes, I therefore, according to 


its deſerts, dedicated it to the Flames. Of 


which Action, I muſt confeſs, I now repent, 
8 8 2 for 


( 114.) 
for tho' I was myſelf unequal to the Taſk, I 
might perhaps have given the Hint to ſome 
abler Hand to have finiſhed ſuch a Work. 
Farewel, Learned Sir, indulge my Lo- 
quacity to You, who are ſo great a Maſter 


in our Profeſſion, and forgive my too haſty 


Writing. Long, Sir, may you ſhare ſuch an 
extenſive Reputation, as to enjoy the Love 
and Admiration of all Learned and Good Men, 
the Hatred of all the Bad, and the Envy of 


the Ignorant. 


I am, &c. 
All Souls College, Oxon. 
To os mug Sedgwick Harriſon, 
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SIR, 


Ince You had ſome Diſcourſe with me in 
0 the Country, about the uſefulneſs of Eva- 
cuations, and particularly Purg ing in the ſe- 
cond Fever of the confluent Small Pox, and 
were deſirous of knowing my Opinion in that 
Matter, I now {end you ſome Obſervations, 


the truth of which you need not in the leaſt 
doubt. | 


Caſe I. A.D. 1703. Nov. 17. 


Was ſent for to a Youth about ſeventeen 
Years old, he laboured under a ſeverer kind 
of the confiuenst Small- Pox, than I had 2 
een 
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ſeen in my Life before. As far as I can re- 
collect, I firſt viſited him on the twelfth Day, 
at which time the ſecondary Fever raged vehe- 
mently : He had had no Stool from the firſt 
attack of the Diſtemper ; He had loſt all his 
Senſes, tho' he was free from a Delirium ; 
however he lay Stupid and Comatous. Veſicato- 
ries were applied in the mean time: I conſi- 
dered with my ſelf that he could not poſſibly 
eſcape Death, if ſo great a Load of Excrements 
ſnould remain within him, as he muſt neceſ- 
ſarily have contracted all this length of Time: 


I therefore ordered him a gentle Purge of 


Lenitive Eleduary diſſolved in a little Simple 
Water. This Medicine had a wonderful Effect, 
for giving him three Stools it brought away 
ſuch a Load of fetid Matter as aſtoniſhed all the 
By-ſtanders. The Fever abated ; his Senſes 
returned ; .and growing well gradually, with- 
out the help any other Medicine, he was pers 
fectly recovered. FTE: 


Caſe II. A. D. 1717. May rr. 


[ Viſited a Man three and thirty Years old, 
on the tenth Day of the Diſtemper after 
the old Women had plentifully ſupplied him 
with Sack and Saffron, towards railing the 
Puſtules, as they ſay. The Smal-Pox were 
of the confluent kind, and that no common one. 
His Fever and Phrenzy run ſo high, that three 
or four Men could hardly hold him down 1n 


his Bed. I therefore took away a large quan- 
8 3 tity 
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_ tity of Blood, whereby the Fever was not 
much leſſened, for two ot three Days, altho 
there ſeemed to be, if not an Intermiſſion, at 
leaſt ſome Remiſſion. I had not before this 
time had the good Fortune to read your excel- 
lent Writings upon this Subject, wherefore [ 
was in doubt, whether I ſhould follow your 
Method or not. I therefore preſcribed the 
Bark for two or three Days. But ſince the 
Patient found little Relief from this Medicine, 
and it being the fourteenth Day, he was now 
in great danger of his Life, I applied ſome 


Bliſters; and having fitſt prepared his Body 


by a Clyfer, and given him an Anodine after 
that was come away, I, for the firſt time after 
reading your Book, adviſed Purging. By this 
means he was reſtored to his Health, who had 
— adjudged to Death by every Body Pre- 
ent. | 4] | Det 


Caſe III. 4. D. 1717, Fu 3. 


AN Infant three Years old was committed 
to my Care: Which, tho' a Diarrhæa 
had accompany'd the Small. Pox, was violently 
afflicted with the ſecond Fever, about the tent 
or eleventh Day. I purged him every other 
Day for four times, before the Fevet could be 
removed, which being then done, the Infant 
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Caſe IV. 4. D. 1717. July 11. 


Attended a Youth, about ſixteen Years old 
from the beginning of the Diſtemper : And 
in my Life never ſaw any one ſo grievouſly af- 
flicted who ſurvived it. All his Relations died 
of this Diſtemper. On the tenth Day from 
the Eruption the ſecond Fever came on; I pre- 
ſcribed Paregoricks to be taken every eight 
Hours, but to no purpoſe, ſince the Diſorder 
encreaſed for two Days : Wherefore I applied 
Veſicatories, and frequently ordered him Cly- 
ſters, eſpecially between the Days of purging 
him. On the thirteenth he was let Blood, but 
without any advantage. On the fourteenth he 
was purge ; and in the Evening he took an 
Anodine Draught : The Fever continued, tho 
not ſo violent. On the /:zxteenth he was again 
purged; whereupon his Fever intermitted, I 
gave him Anodines and the Bark, yet ſtill the 
Fever returned. Wherefore ſeeing Matters did 
not proceed to my Mind, and ſince I perceiv'd 
the Fever ſtill continue, and his Appetite de- 
cay, and being now ſomething emboldened by 
experience, on the ſecond of Auguſt, and the 
twenty ſecond Day of the Diſeaſe, I again adviſed 
Purging, notwithſtanding all oppoſition. Then 
the Fever was wholly removed, his Appetite 
returned, his Strength was wonderfully re- 
cruited, and in a ſhort time he grew fat and 


luſty, 


S 4 Caſo 
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Caſe V. A. D. 1717. Aug. 24. 


Was called to a Virgin ſixteen Years old, 

on the ninth Day of the Diſtemper. She 
laboured under the trueſt ſort of the confluent 
Small-Pox : She was juſt then ſeized with the 
ſeconaary Fever. He that attended her being 
uncertain what to do, deſired a Conſultation 
T, as ſoon as I was come, ordered her a C] Hſter, 
which brought away a great quantity of very 
fetid Matter, and greatly relieved the Young- 
Woman. On the tenth in the Afternoon [ 
ordered a gentle Purge, much like that menti- 
oned by Dr. Levett, in his Letter to you. 
This perform'd its Office ſo well, that the Fe- 
ver never after returned; tho the Phyſician 
ſhe firſt made uſe of, and the N urſe, exclaim'd 
Joudly that I ſhould kill her, as following a 
Method of Practice in the Small- Pox, which, 
as they affirm'd, no one ever attempted before. 


Caſe VI. A.D. 1717. Decemb. 5. 


[77 called upon at Midnight to viſit a Man 
in his eight and thirtieth Year, who lay 
Il of the Small. Pox, it was the eleventh Day 
of the Diſtemper, and all the People about 
Him imagined him to be juſt at the point of 
Death. I had before, Town, on the ninth 
Day, ordered him a a Iyter in the Evening, 
and a Purge to be given him the next Day, to 
preyent, if poſlible, any Accident which might 
rea- 


( 119 ) 
reaſonably be expected in this inflammatory 
and confluent Kind, which he laboured under, 
(beſides that he was violently and almoſt con- 
tinually afflicted with an Aſthma) : However, 
neither of them was done, ſince he lived nine 
Miles from me, and I could not ſee that my 
Orders were obey'd. Upon coming to him, 
found, to my great Surpriſe, his Pulſe fo ve- 
hement and quick, that I had never known the 
like before. He had loſt all his Senſes, ſo 
that he neither knew any Man, nor any one 
thing: Therefore I immediately applied three 
Bliſters, gave a Purge, and ordered fourteen 
Ounces of Blood to be taken away. A Vein 
was opened forthwith, and the Blood ruſhed 
out with as much violence as from the Vein 
of an Horſe; and I am confident the afore- 
faid quantity ran out in a Minute. Within 
three Hours he began to know the People 


preſent; and after two or three Stools the 


Fever was much mitigated, and the next Day 
about Noon ( being twelve Hours from Bleed- 
ing) it entirely vaniſhed 5 and the Man was 
perfectly recovered, to the admiration of all 

the Neighbourhood. | | 


I could relate to you many Caſes parallel to 
thoſe beforementioned, if I did not think theſe 
ſufficient to evince what great advantage might 
be afforded by Eyacuations, and particularly 
ſuch as are effected by the help of Purges, in 
the confluent kind of the Small- Pox, when the 


ſecondary Fever has ſeized the Patient. "6% 
65 Wag [ will 


(no) 


I will only add, That, as far as I can ga- 
ther from Obſervation, Bleeding ought by no 
means to be inſtituted in the forementioned 
Caſes, either in elderly Men, or hyſterical 
Women ; for I have found it attended with 
very ill Succeſs; but the whole Affair is to 
be committed to Purges, Clyſters, and Veſica- 
tories. And indeed I have lately been pre- 
fent two or three times in the like Caſes, 
where a fainting and perpetual Languor have 
attended the Patients, no Medicine availing 
any thing, even to the laſt. 


Aſsford, Sept. 19. I am, &c. 
1719. 


Jo. BATE. 
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Dr. Ri chard Mead. 


Concerning ſome particular kinds of 
the SMALL-Pox. 


2 


n 
0 
( 
c 
\ 
6 
l 
| 
{ 
| 
| 
| 
( 


( "+ * 
Dee 


To Dr. Richard Mead. 


Nijoying, Sir, unexpectedly, abun- 
dance of Leiſure, and my Mind be- 
ing, even in this Confinement, not 
ooeer ſolicitous, I thought I could 
not better employ my vacant Hours, than in 
cultivating my former Studies, and addinga few 
Obſervations to what I have already writ con- 
cerning acute Diſeaſes. And indeed I the more 
willingly undertake it, fince I learn from that 
elegant concerning the Small- Pox, which 
Helvetius has lately preſented us with, that that 
learned Author has either trod in our Steps in 


his Method of Cure, or at leaſt ſet out in the 


ſame Road with us. I read that Work over, I can- 
not ſay,whether with greater Eagerneſs or Plea- 


ſure. So diligently has this learned and expe- 


rienc'd Practicioner traced out the various and 
greatly diſſimilar kinds of the Small. Pox, ſo 
wiſely deliver'd the whole Method of Cure, that 
healone has happily ſupplied manythings which 
have hitherto been wanting 1n the generality 
of Authors. But neither has this Gentleman 
explained every thing ſo fully, but that this 


Province, ſeems, by a certain Fatality, to be 


reſerved for you, Sir, namely, that you ſhould, 
one day, give us a full and compleat account of 
the nature and difference of the ſeveral kinds 


of 


| 
| 
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of the Small. Pox; a Work which I know You 
have long ſince undertaken. _ 

This, however, I write particularly to You, 
not ſo much to prevent, as to haſten your De- 
ſign; for contenting myſelf to have touched 
but ſlightly upon one or two Caſes, I ſhall 
leave the Subject entirely to You. 

The generality of Writers, as they have af- 
firmed the diſtind kind to be void of danger, 
ſo haye they talked of it as a certain nine-days 
Work, which Nature will compleat of itſelf, 
without any aſſiſtance from Medicine. But 
oftentimes this happens quite otherwiſe, as is 
proved both from ne rev and remarked 
alſo by Helvetius, who has obſerved, even 
within this Species, certain Signs of Malignity, 
and a certain continual Fever, different accor- 
ding to the nature of the malignant Humour, 
And this kind of Small-Pox he has indeed 
clearly explained: However, there is yet a 
aiflinF Sort, which, tho' they may want the 
Signs deſcribed by him, bring the Pecient into 
great danger of his Lite. | 
Give me leave to confirm this Matter by 
Examples. A Youth about eleven Years old 
was ſeized with the Small-Pox, ſo favourable 
indeed, that ſince there were not hardly forty 
Puſtules over his whole Body, he would not be 
confin d to his Bed, but play'd and ran about 
his Chamber every Day. No Diſorder in the 
leaſt happened, till on the ninth Day the Pu- 
ſtules dried up according to Cuſtom. Then a 
| vio- 
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violent Fever ſeized him of a ſudden : So that 


being then firſt ſent for, I found him both Con- 
vulſed and labouring under a Lethargy. As I 
imagin'd this Diforder to ariſe from the Relicks 
of the Small. Pox, reabſorbed into the Blood, 
either by Cold or ſome other Accident, ſo I 
attempted to cure him by Evacuations chiefly, 
and Bliſters: Therefore, after the ſeventh Day, 
the Fever, and the other Diſorders which at- 
tended it, were entirely removed, tho*with the 
greateſt difficulty. However, the Tragedy did 
not end thus; for another new Calamity aroſe 
entirely unexpected. His Nerves were ſo re- 
laxed, that his Limbs, from the Loins to 
the Toes, wholly loſt their Motion, Net- 
ther did his blooming Youth, or the force of 
Medicine, free him from this melancholy Cir- 
cumſtance, till after half a Years trial. Such 
indeed is the Infirmity of the human Body, 
that being infected ſometimes with even the 
lizhteſt taint, either thro Error or Careleſneſs, 
it is obnoxious to the greateſt dangers. Where- 
fore he may conclude, that he has made no ſmall: 
progreſs in the knowledge of Diſeaſes, who has 
not overlooked the meaneſt things. 

Beſides, in this di/tin# kind there is found 
both a manifold variety in the Puſtules, and 
great difference in the Diſeaſe itſelf; where the 
Fever runs ſometimes as high as in the confluent 
Sort, and the danger is equally threatning. 
That Fever indeed which Helnetins tells us a, 
reſembles a Tertian, and wears off in a certain 

; period 
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period of Time, I have never yet obſerved in 
the diſtin kind. But there is a time when 
Nature is not ſtrong enough to ripen the Pus, 
as it ſhould be; and the Pimples after the fourth 
Day, are ſo far from aſſuming a florid, that is 
a natural Colour, and ſwelling with a thick and 
digeſted Humour, ſuch as Pus ſhould be, that 
they contain nothing but a pale, thin and pel- 
lacid Water; whence this Sort is called the 
Chryſtalline. Which belongs not only, accor- 
ding to Helvetius *, to the confluent Sort, but 
ſometimes alſo to the diſ/inZ. It happens alſo, 
from the crudity, I ſuppoſe, of the Diſtemper, 
that not the leaſt drop of this Lymph- oozes 
thro the Skin; there ariſe only ſome round, 
concave, empty, ſoft Pellicles, after the manner 
of Bladders, tho'they ſometimes grow more ſo- 
lid and horney. Since this Name is given by 
Botanick Writers to ſome Plants, from the like- 
neſs of the thing, I do not ſee why we may not 
properly call this Species of the Small-Pox the 
Sliquoſe. There is another kind, I am ſpeak- 
ing ofthe diſtin& Sort, in which there is neither 
any Vacuity or Lymph in the Puſtules; for 
Nature protrudes certain Tubercles which riſe 
above the Skin, and which (as I have ſhewn in 
another place b) greatly reſemble Warts in hard- 
neſs. Theſe generally preſerve the ſame ap- 
pearance and the ſame figure unchangeably from 
the fourth Day, to the end of the Diſtemper. 
Since this Diſorder is ſo very uncommon, Iwill 


illuſtrate it by a very ſingular Inſtance. 
A Man 
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A Man in the full vigour of his Age ſeem'd 
to be taken ill, as if he had caught Cold. 
The Glands, particularly the ſalivary, were 
obſtructed: He was ſuddenly ſeized with hot 
and cold Fits alternately; and felt a moſt 
acute Pain in his Limbs, but eſpecially in his 
Head: He had a pulſation in his Temples, 
and a ringing in his Ears. Beſides, what is 
commonly, and perhaps not unjuſtly, taken 
for an ill Omen, his Mind was ſeized with 
a dread upon this very account. But upon 
a ſeaſonable application of Evacuants (in 
which the manner of the following Cure al- 
moſt wholly depends) things took a turn for 
the better; and {the Small Pox, which were 


now juſt at hand, came forth very gently ; 


their Colour, was, as it ought to be, vivid; 
their number not ſo great, but that, ſince they 
were diſtinct, large ſpaces were left between 
them, not only on the reſt of the Body, but 
alſo on the Face itſelf. E 

The third Day from the Eruption he was 
ſomething relieved; ſo that the Pains of his 
Head, together with the other Diſorders, 
left him. 240 

On the fourth, every one with pleaſure 
propheſied his Recovery, the Patient being 
in but little danger from the Number, ſeeing 
the other Symptoms proceeded rightly. Nei- 
ther had the learned Phyſicians then preſent 
any reaſon to form a leſs favourable Judg- 


ment. For the S Po, conſidering the 
| time 
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time of the Eruption, began to ſwell to a due 
height; but the Patient could not get any 
Sleep. But in the Evening indeed things ap- 
peared worſe ; for being gradually diſordered 
in his Mind, his Speech was now and then 
incoherent. In the ſame manner he alſo paſ- 
ſed the fifth Day. 

On the /ixth the Puſtules continued of the 
ſame Colour and Size; the like rambling and 
diſorder in his Mind; for tho' he could rea- 
dily diſtinguiſh Voices and Faces, there was, 
at times, no end of his prating in a delirous 
manner. His Eyes were glaſſy, ſparkling, 
and perpetually rowling, and their Veſſels 
greatly tumified with Blood. Sleep, that re- 
fuge of all Care and Labour, was entirely 
wanting, However, there was not that irre- 
gularity in his Pulſe, as might be eaſily ex- 

from ſuch an obſtinate Watching. Be- 
fides, there was hardly any appearance of a 
Fever from the temper of his Body. 


The next Night he was very reſtleſs and 


uneaſy : He was much terrified at the appre- 
henſion of imaginary Appearances ; ſo that 
one would think him not only Delirous, but 
entirely raving Mad. So that now there was 
neither room for Diet or Medicine. 

On the ſeventh, the tenour of the Puſtules 
was the ſame. But neither they, nor the in- 
terjacent Vacancies were any way ſwelled. 
Not one drop of Pus appeared ; you would 
imagine them to be Warts, ſome flat = o- 
| thers 
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thets prominent. Neither did the progreſs 
of the Diſtemper make any the leaſt Altera- 
tion in them. His Pulſe was tolerably ſtrong, 
and, as any one would eaſily believe, more 
regular. No appearance yet of Petechial 
Spots, as it ſometimes happens: No Ptyaliſm, 
which I have obſerved ſometimes (even con- 
trary to the common Opinion) in the diſtin 
Sort,. when they have been thicker than ordi- 
nary; neither was there any large flux of 
Urme: This indeed, thro' the whole courſe 
of the Diſtemper, was limpid, thin, and in- 
turbid ; namely, ſuch as is peculiar to Perſons 


in a Phrenzy. Veſicatories were applied, Cly- 


ſters injected, Cupping-glaſſes applied; and 

Kally, Bled | bes 2 out of the Jugular 
Vein. - For-in this doubtful Caſe, there is no 
time to deliberate about opening a Vein ; nei- 
ther was there any Matter in the Puſtules 
which might fall in. In like manner, as in 
the 7 when the Lungs are begun to be 
inflamed, we wait in vain till the Pimples are 
decayed : For if we have a mind to cure the 
Patient, let it be on what Day it will, we muſt 
bleed boldly the very firſt opportunity. That 
being the moſt expeditious way of making a 
Revulſion. And how much the opening the 
Fupulars is to be preferred to any other, even 
to thoſe in the Feer, when the Brain is affected, 
I have already ſhewn =, | | 
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By this laſt Method of Relief He was ſo 
| “ compoſed to reſt, that, obeying the 
Standers-by, He took what was offered him. 
But neither yet was his Mind perfectly ſet- 
tled; neither had He left off trifling and mut- 
tering, or elſe bawling aloud. Thus his idle 
| fluency of Talking continued to the laſt, 
There was likewiſe another Misfortune, that 
whatever uſe we made of ſoporiferous Medi- 
cines, which is particularly neceſſary in all 
phrenitick Caſes, ſleep was very difficultly 
attained. For He ſcarce ſlept an Hour or two 
even till the eighth Day. The colour of the 
Small-Pox was ſtill vivid; neither did they 
begin to grow pale, till juſt at laſt. Theſe, 
therefore, and other Methods of Cure, being 
made uſe of to no purpoſe, ſince He paſt 
three Days between Tremors and Deliria, and 
being ſeized with a Feveriſhneſs, He died on 
the tenth Day from the eruption of the Smal- 
P O. | | | 
His Head being opened, the Veſſels of the 
Brain were ſo immoderately ſwelled and 
loaded with Blood, that there would cer- 
tainly, in a ſhort time, have been danger of 
their burſting. And thus they are very often 

burſt, when the malignity of the Diſtemper 
ſeizes the Head more particularly than any 
other Part, we may learn from the diſſeRing 
of dead Bodies. | 

You obſerved, Sir, how well the exterior 
Appearance of the Small. Poæ promiſed ; fo = 
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the beginning both the morbid Matter ſeem'd' 


= moderate, and the Signs not in the 
leaſt pernicious. But how obſtinate the ma- 
lignity of the Diſtemper was inwardly, we 
arc aſſured from the unhappy Event. Thus, 
even in the diſtinò᷑ Sort, the Phyſician will be 
cautious, and not, becauſe they are diſtinF, 
confidently affirm there is no danger; fince 
there is ſomething in this very Kind, which 
will often elude his Sagacity, and his utmoſt 
Skill in the Art of Healing. As to what 
regards the ſeveral Species I have been treat- 
ing of, I would not be underſtood to mean 

ſome particular Puſtules which are here and 
there irregularly mixed with the diſtindt kind, 
but when they being thrown out upon the 
whole Skin, put on the ſame appearance, and 
preſerve the ſame tenour. When this, I ſay, 
has once been the condition of the Puſtules, 
whether they be Chry/talline, or Siliquoſe, or 
even Verrucoſe, the Diſeaſe, as far as I have 
learned from Experience, is hardly ever free 
from danger. I ſhall leave it to you, Sir, to 
explain by what means Art may fo far re- 
lieve impotent and decay'd Nature, that the 
Patient may be reſcued from theſe dangeroug 
Circumſtances. For if any are fo prejudiced, 
as to think this or that Method of Cure is 
perpetually to be perſued, they are, without 
diſpute, extremely deceived. For a different 
kind of Cure ought to be followed; one while 


the milder Cardiacks ought to be uſed; another 
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hen they ought to be neglected: Some- 
times we ought wholly to truſt to Evacuati- 
ant; at other times we ought to be very ſpa- 
ring in the uſe of _—_ i — — it 18 
er to procure e means; 
— —— — willy to abſtain 
from it. Sometimes it is convenient to obſerve 
the particular ſtate and times of the Small- Pox; 
at other times it will prove altogether uſeleſs. 
For frequently in theſe Caſes the experienc'd 
Practicioner ought to regard not only the Pulſe, 
(the force of which at certain Seaſons, as ſome 
too eaſily overlook, others, tho' they have 
grown old in touching it, do not in the leaſt 
underſtand) but particularly the Breath; and 
From thence take his chief Indications of cure. 
You, Sir, according to your abundant Expe- 
Tience, will ſet this whole Affair, either with 
regard to the Difficulty or the Judgment, in a 
clear Light: For we ſeem juſtly to expect, 
that by your Lucubrations, you will teach 

others alſo how to attain this nicety of Art. 
But to return to the Argument, A Deliri- 
um is a Symptom common to the Smal-Pox at 
the beginning, and about the encreaſe; and is 
not of itſelf fatal. But here you may obſerve 
the Diſtemper took another turn, and that the 
Phrenzy did not come on till the fourth Day 
after the Eruption of the Puſtules: and indeed 
when it, at this time, ſupervenes the coming 
ut of the Small. Pox, I judge it ſuch an ill O- 
men, that I hardly ever knew any one in theſe 


8 


Cir- 


E ea ot ooucas TT Ho” fo. ma 0a 606 at as mb a. 2 nn ih 


© ry, au =, 00— WS pH. © 


o>_ 


( 133 ) 


Circumſtances recover. You ſee how wide 
theſe Species are from thoſe, which Sydenham 


has rather hinted at than expreſſed, by the 
Name of Diſtind. He has hardly deſcribed 
any but the moſt favourable of all: in theſe, 
ſince the form of the Diſtemper is very diſlimi- 
lar, and the importance of the Times very dif- 
ferent, another manner of Cure is alſo to be 
obſerved. 
There remains alſo another Species, for 
the moſt part indeed an attendant upon the 
confluent Sort, however, not ſo conſtantly, 
but that it ſometimes happens to the diſtin@. 
This kind of Small. Pox is the moſt pernicious 
of all: I mean that Sort, wherein the Blood 
being diſſolved, is diſcharged through the ſe- 
veral Paſſages of the Body ; one while, for 
inſtance, by the Mouth, at other times by 
Urine, Stool, &c. I have ſeen a Woman who 
was ſeized with a ſudden Eruption of the 
Small-Pox, without any other Diſorder, they 
were indeed diſtin, tho numerous. Every 
thing ſucceeded well for two Days; the Pu- 
ſtules were both moderately elevated, as alſo 
well coloured and florid. But in the ſpace 
of one Night, they univerſally turned livid 
and purple; ill Omens of a fatal Event: For 
there ariſing a profluvium of Blood, thro' the 


urinary Paſſages, She in a ſhort time expired. 


I have likewiſe ſeen this Diforder deſtru- 


\ Rive, even when the Sort has been coherent, 
and the Patient very robuſt, There was no- 


thing 
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thing fingular before the W * only the 
uſual Symptoms preceded. The Small Por 
being come out, all things were quiet; neither 
was the Patient any ways aggrieved. The 
Puſtules were depreſſed, but yet raiſed above 
the Skin, after the manner of Warts : Not the 
leaſt ſign of any Pus : And among theſe there 
aroſe here and there other Puſtules, as well 
Chryſtalline as Siliquoſe. But the appearance 
of the Puſtules continued altogether the ſame 
for eight Days. However neither yet was 


there the leaſt Fever. On the ſecond _ | 


he fpit up Blood without any Pain or Coug 
at all, and the Blood continually held this 
courſe ; fo that a Pound, at leaſt, was daily 
diſcharged. The Patient, in the mean time, 
as he preſerved his Senſes entire, fancied like- 
wiſe that his Strength was not in the leaft 
abated. He was blooded two or three times; 
and that Method of Cure which 1s peculiar to 
the Arabians, conſiſting of Aſiringents and A- 
cids, and which is well ſuited to this Kind, 
was made uſe of to no purpoſe. For on the 
eighth Day he voided a large quantity of Blood 
by Stool : Under which the Patient gradually 
ſinking, placidly expired. 

But of all the Caſes which I ever attended in 
this Kind, give me leave, Sir, briefly to relate, 
one which was ſingularly remarkable and un- 
common. A ſtrong and adult Woman fell ill 
of this Diſtemper : For beſides that her Fever 
was ſomething violent, ſhe had a fixed Pain at 


the 
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the bottom of her Back, as if ſhe had been 
ſawed with a Saw: Such a Pain as Rheu- 
matick Perſons feel in that Species of the 
Diſeaſe, which by Phyſicians is called a Lum- 
bago, Neither was there any abatement of 
theſe cruel Pains for three Days together. 
At laſt the Small-Pox unexpeRedly appeared, 
ſmall, ſhining, and inflammatory; they were 
crowded indeed, however at ſuch equal di- 
ſtances for the moſt part, that they were ſel- 
dom contiguous. - In this ſtate the Puſtules 
continued for two Days together. And on 
the third the Fever and the Pain entirely 
vaniſhed together. On the fourth the Pu- 
ſtules were ſomething more inclinable to a 
livid Colour, and the Blood broke forth 
very forcibly and in great quantity by the 
urinary Paſſages 3 neither was this Diſorder 
ſuppreſſed on the two ſucceeding Days : 
For on the ſixth, when the Strength was 
worn'out, by the Blood being almoſt ex- 
hauſted, and the generality of the Puſtules 
( as far as was perceivable by the Eye) burſt 
of themſelves, as 'if they had been pricked 
with a Needle : From which, as from a 
Center, exceeding {mall TraGs, diſtinguiſhed 


with, Blood, were drawn after the manner 


of Radii. Therefore Death, and that no 
difficult one, ſhortly enſued. 

And I have conſtantly remarked in this 
Species, that tho' the Small- Pax come out 


dne while without the leaſt Diſorder, at 


other 
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other whiles not without the extremeſt An- 
xiety ; yet the Patients have, on the laſt 
Days, been entirely free, both from Fever 
and Pain, as well as any diſorder in their 
Senſes. But alas ! fallacious are theſe truces 
of Reſt, and all our Endeavours to no pur- 
poſe! For never any one, let what Methods 
of Cure ſoever be attempted, at leaſt, as far 
as I could find, ſurmounted the difficult Cire 
cumſtances attending this Diſtemper. 
But enough of theſe calamitous Caſes. 
For I am afraid You will think I have ſent 
You a Volume, inſtead of an Epiſtle. And 
indeed all my deſign was only to haſten 
Your Undertaking upon this Subject. You 
have many Obſervations concerning the ſe- 
veral Kinds of the Small. Pox, and their va- 
rious Courſes ; and you can add many things 
from your own Stock, concerning the beſt 
Method of Cure: Which, ſince they have 
been hitherto almoſt wholly untouch'd by 
others, You, I hope, will ſoon oblige the 
World with ſomething perfectly finiſhed and 
compleated. | | 


Dear Sir, farewel, and be aſſured, that where- 
ever I am, it ſhall never be in the Power of 
Fortune, to efface that Remembrance of Your 


Friendſhip, which Gratitude obliges me to 


e anc 


March 30. 1723. 
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POSTSCRIPT. 


I write this wich the Permiſſion, and even 
Indulgence -of the Governour, in the Preſence - 


of the Warden : Who, as He does not much 


aſſiſt me in Writing, prevents my being more 
prolix; which, I ſuppoſe, will not be dif- 
pleaſing to You. 
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